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If	you	enter	online	sweepstakes,	you'll	hear	the	term	"URL"	frequently.	For	example,	a	friend	might	tell	you	to	go	to	a	certain	URL,	or	you	could	discover	that	you	can	receive	extra	entries	for	sharing	a	URL	on	social	media.		If	you're	not	very	computer-savvy,	you	might	be	confused.	What	does	URL	mean?	What	does	it	stand	for?	And	why	are	they
important?	Here's	a	quick	and	easy	guide	to	understanding	URLs,	which	will	make	it	easier	for	you	to	enter	online	sweepstakes	and,	in	general,	to	navigate	the	internet.	"URL"	is	an	acronym	that	stands	for	Universal	Resource	Locator.	You	might	know	it	as	the	text	that	you	type	into	your	internet	browser	when	you	want	to	go	to	a	website.	In	its	most
common	form,	a	URL	starts	with	"http://"	or	"https://"	followed	by	"www,"	then	the	website	name.	That	can	then	be	followed	by	the	address	of	directories	on	that	web	page,	followed	by	the	location	of	specific	pages.	For	example,	the	URL	for	Contests	and	Sweepstakes	on	The	Balance	Everyday	is		.	When	you	want	to	visit	the	site,	you	simply	open	your
web	browser	and	type	that	URL	into	the	address	field.	A	specific	page	on	that	website	would	have	a	longer	URL.	For	example,	here's	the	URL	to	the	page	about	how	lottery	pools	work:	.	The	web	page	is	the	"resource"	that	your	browser	is	"locating"	for	you	with	a	URL.	The	"universal"	part	of	the	URL	acronym	comes	in	because	URLs	can	help	you
locate	other	types	of	resources	as	well,	including	images,	videos,	PDF	files,	and	more.	A	URL	is	also	called	a	web	address	because	it	works	like	a	house	address.	You	can	use	a	house	address	to	find	the	location	of	a	friend's	home	or	store	you	want	to	visit.	Your	browser	uses	a	URL	to	tell	it	where	to	go	to	find	the	web	page	you	want	to	visit.	Internet
address	is	another	synonym	for	URL.	URLs	are	meant	to	be	easy	for	people	to	remember	and	to	use.	However,	computers	need	information	presented	to	them	in	a	different	way.	Your	web	browser	finds	web	pages	using	an	IP,	or	Internet	Protocol.	The	IP	is	a	series	of	numbers,	which	look	something	like:	69.171.224.11.	Imagine	if	you	had	to	remember
a	number	like	that	for	every	website	that	you	wanted	to	visit.	The	internet	would	not	have	become	so	popular	if	that	were	the	case!	It's	far	easier	to	use	a	word-based	URL	like	.	Furthermore,	not	every	site	has	a	static,	or	permanent,	IP.	Some	IPs	change	on	a	regular	basis,	which	would	make	it	nearly	impossible	to	go	directly	to	the	websites	you	want
to	visit.	So	instead	of	trying	to	memorize	IPs,	we	use	URLs,	which	generally	stay	the	same	and	make	sense	to	our	brains.	When	you	type	a	URL	into	an	address	field,	your	web	browser	uses	something	called	a	DNS	(Domain	Name	Server)	to	translate	the	URL	to	the	corresponding	IP.	The	browser	can	then	use	the	IP	number	to	bring	you	to	your	desired
destination.	A	URL	usually	looks	something	like	this:	It	(usually,	but	not	always)	starts	with	"http://"	or	"https://"it	is	often	followed	by	"www"Then	the	name	of	the	website	you	want	to	visitFollowed	by	specific	directories	where	the	information	you	want	to	read	is	stored,	separated	by	/	marksFinally,	the	location	of	the	page	you	want	to	read.	Take,	for
example,	The	HGTV	Dream	Home	Sweepstakes	page	has	this	URL:		.	To	compare	it	with	the	breakdown	above,	this	URL:	Starts	with	followed	by	www.And	then	the	name	of	the	website:	hgtv.com.Followed	by	a	directory:	sweepstakes.And	finally,	the	specific	page	you're	looking	for:	hgtv-dream-home.	If	you	want,	you	can	click	the	link	above	to	be
brought	to	that	page	and	see	for	yourself	how	it	works.	Links	are	not	the	same	as	URLs,	though	sometimes	people	say	"link"	when	they	mean	"URL."	For	example,	"Type	the	link	into	your	web	browser."	A	link	is	a	clickable	snippet	of	text	associated	with	a	URL.	Clicking	on	the	link	brings	you	to	the	page	the	URL	points	to.	This	saves	you	time,	letting
you	easily	explore	associated	web	pages	without	having	to	copy	and	paste	URLs	into	your	browser.	In	most	browsers,	if	you	hover	over	a	link,	holding	your	mouse	over	it	without	clicking	it,	you	can	see	the	associated	URL	at	the	bottom	of	the	browser	window.	It's	a	good	idea	to	do	this	before	clicking	on	any	link,	so	you	know	where	that	click	brings
you.	A	URL	that	starts	with	"https://"	indicates	that	you're	on	a	secure	site.	That	means	that	if	you	enter	personal	information	on	that	site,	it	will	be	encrypted	before	it's	transmitted.	Encrypted	information	cannot	be	easily	intercepted	by	hackers.	Any	website	that	requests	sensitive	information,	such	as	credit	card	information,	should	use	a	secure
protocol	in	its	URLs	so	that	your	information	cannot	be	​intercepted	and	misused.​	Many	sweepstakes	websites	will	use	https	in	the	URL	of	their	entry	forms	so	your	personal	information	is	safe	when	you	submit	your	entry.	Read	How-to-Geek's	What	Is	HTTPS	and	Why	Should	I	Care?	for	more	information.	Simple	problems	demand	simple	solutions,	and
Android	developers	are	happy	to	oblige.	Say	your	daily	work	with	your	smartphone	or	tablet	involves	a	lot	of	juggling	URLs	left	and	right,	copying	and	pasting	them	in	emails,	messages,	documents,	and	social	networks.	In	such	cases,	using	an	URL	shortener	is	the	way	to	go	-	unless	you	are	OK	with	web	addresses	taking	one	line	or	more	from	your
message.	But	imagine	you	had	to	send	several	links	one	after	another	in	the	same	message,	or	heck,	in	individual	messages.	Condensing	each	URL	through	a	shortener	like	bit.ly	or	goo.gl	for	brevity	is	a	task	than	can	move	from	mildly	annoying	to	a	laborous,	frustrating	task-switching,	copy-pasting	ordeal	in	the	course	of	a	day.	The	process	is	crying
to	be	automated,	which	is	where	ShortPaste	comes	to	your	aid.ShortPaste	runs	quietly	in	your	Android	device's	system	background	and	monitors	the	clipboard	for	URLs.	When	you	copy	an	URL,	ShortPaste	instantly	converts	it	to	a	shortened	address	that	becomes	readily	available	for	pasting.	What	a	godsend!	Download	the	app	from	Google	Play	(it's
free)	and	let	us	help	you	set	up	this	helpful	assistant.	1.	Open	ShortPaste	after	installation.	The	app's	main	screen	gives	you	access	to	an	archive	of	shortened	URLs,	a	Settings	panel,	and	the	option	to	choose	your	preferred	URL	shortener,	which	can	be	either	bit.ly	or	goo.gl.	Just	tap	on	the	"Powered	by"	drop	menu.2.	The	next	step	is	to	head	to	the
Settings	panel.	Tap	the	'gear'	icon	and	you'll	be	presented	with	a	list	of	options.	Activate	'Start	on	boot'	to	get	ShortPaste	to	load	with	Android	-	that's	pretty	much	a	no-brainer.	Activating	'Trim	header'	lets	you	automatically	shave	off	the	'http://'	part	of	a	shortened	URL	if	you	would	like	that	for	some	reason.	You	can	also	input	a	bit.ly	custom
username	if	you	wish.3.	We're	almost	done!	It's	time	to	auto-shorten	some	URLs!	As	you	swing	concise	web	addresses	left	and	right	like	nobody's	business,	ShortPaste's	'Archive'	gets	filled	with	them	and	lets	you	easily	copy	them	anytime.ShortPaste	still	needs	some	work	on	better	optimization	and	tools	for	managing	entries	in	the	archive,	but	the
core	functionality	is	in	there,	and	it	rocks.	Happy	auto-shortening!	By	Chris	Brake	i	adress	bar	image	by	Wiktor	Osiecki	from	Fotolia.com	Many	online	video	Websites	do	not	include	an	option	for	users	to	download	a	copy	of	the	video	directly.	But	there	are	many	online	video	downloading	Websites	that	exist	specifically	to	enable	downloading	of	online
videos.	In	order	to	use	these	Websites	to	download	a	video,	users	must	first	know	how	to	copy	and	paste	the	video	URLs.	Open	a	Web	browser	and	load	an	online	video.	Double-click	the	address	bar	at	the	top	of	the	Web	browser	to	select	the	video's	URL.	Right-click	on	the	selected	URL,	then	click	"Copy"	from	the	context	menu	that	appears.	The	URL
will	now	be	stored	to	the	clipboard.	Go	to	a	video	downloading	Website	such	as	ClipNabber,	VideoDL	or	File2HD.	Right-click	the	empty	URL	text	box	and	select	"Paste"	from	the	context	menu	to	paste	the	video	URL	from	the	clipboard.	Click	the	"Nab,"	"Get	It"	or	"Get"	button	to	view	the	download	link	for	the	video	file.	Right-click	on	the	video
download	link	and	select	"Save	As"	to	download	the	file	to	the	hard	drive.	At	a	GlanceDownloads	any	video	with	a	URLConverts	to	common	video	file	typesOnly	integrates	into	Firefox	for	YouTubeDownload	and	convert	videos	from	thousands	of	sites	with	this	standalone	utility.	There	are	a	lot	of	video	downloaders	out	there,	but	few	are	as	slick	and
easy	on	the	eye	as	standalone	utility	Freemake	Video	Downloader	v3.5.	The	program	will	download	video	from	any	site	that	you	can	snag	a	URL	from—and	if	you’re	using	YouTube	and	Firefox,	you	can	even	download	using	a	button	that	the	program	embeds	below	the	video	being	viewed.	Not	bad	for	a	free	program.	“Friendly	and	easy-on-the-eye”
sums	up	Freemake	Video	Downloader’s	interface.The	Freemake	Video	Downloader	interface	couldn’t	be	simpler.	A	large	“paste”	button	in	the	upper	left	corner	of	the	main	window	pastes	any	copied	URL	into	the	program.	You’ll	need	to	grab	the	URL	from	the	address	bar	of	your	browser,	or	by	some	other	manual	means.	This	method	makes	the
program	usable	with	any	browser,	but	it’s	also	not	as	convenient	as	an	add-on	such	as	Video	DownloadHelper,	which	I	use	with	Firefox.	Freemake	leverages	its	existing	video	conversion	technology	(found	in	the	company’s	very	capable	Freemake	Video	Converter)	to	convert	download	videos,	if	you	choose.	You	can	either	pre-set	the	conversion
settings	(the	program	will	convert	any	video	to	MP4,	FLV,	WebM,	or	3GP)	for	one-click	downloading	and	conversion,	or	choose	a	format	for	each	download.	After	you’ve	pasted	in	a	URL	and	selected	the	conversion	format	(if	any),	it’s	just	a	matter	of	waiting	till	the	video	downloads.	There’s	a	handy	play	button	next	to	each	completed	download	that
will	launch	your	default	video	player.	Freemake	converts	videos	to	several	different	formats	and	sizes.Other	Freemake	Video	Downloader	options	include	interfacing	with	social	media	sites	such	as	Facebook,	Nicovideo,	VKontakte,	Yandex,	YouTube,	and	Mail.	RU		(yes,	Freemake	serves	an	international	audience.);	proxy	connections;	and	filtering	of
adult	icons	and	content.	Freemake	Video	Downloader	is	free,	but	if	you’d	like	to	show	your	appreciation,	you	can	use	the	donation	button.	When	not	downloading,	the	main	window	advertises	the	company’s	other	software,	all	of	which	is	equally	free	and	effective.	Note	that	the	program	installs	two	services,	but	you’re	asked	at	installation	and	given	a
chance	to	not	share	anonymous	statistics.	If	you’re	looking	for	a	simple	and	effective	way	to	download	Web	video,	as	well	as	convert	it	to	the	popular	format	of	your	choice,	it	doesn’t	get	much	better	than	Freemake	Video	Downloader.	And	you	can’t	argue	with	the	price.	Note:	The	Download	button	on	the	Product	Information	page	takes	you	to	the
vendor’s	site,	where	you	can	download	the	latest	version	of	the	software.
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