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Medusa,	the	daughter	of	the	sea	gods	Phorcys	and	Ceto,	was	the	most	feared	of	the	Gorgons.	It	was	said	that	anyone	who	looked	directly	at	her	was	immediately	turned	to	stone.	Medusa	was	often	depicted	as	a	terrifying	winged	female	with	snakes	instead	of	hair.	Many	later	versions	of	the	myth	claimed	that	she	was	once	a	beautiful	maiden	loved	by
Poseidon.	But	the	young	Medusa	offended	Athena	and	was	therefore	cursed	to	be	a	terrible	monster,	forever	hunted	by	men.Medusa	was	eventually	killed	by	Perseus,	one	of	Zeus’	heroic	sons.	With	the	help	of	several	gods,	Perseus	tracked	Medusa	down	to	her	remote	lair	and	beheaded	her.	He	then	used	her	severed	head	as	a	weapon	during	his
travels,	turning	his	enemies	to	stone.	Medusa’s	head	was	finally	given	to	the	goddess	Athena,	becoming	part	of	the	armor	she	wore	into	battle.The	name	Medusa	was	likely	derived	from	the	Greek	verb	medein	(“to	guard,	protect”).	This	root	also	appears	in	other	Greek	names,	including	Medea,	Medon,	and	Diomedes.[muh-DOO-zuh,	-suh]/mɪˈdjuːzə,	-
sə/Medusa	was	sometimes	called	Gorgo.In	one	of	his	poems,	Pindar	applied	the	epithet	euparaos	(“fair-cheeked”)	to	Medusa.[1]Medusa	and	her	sisters	were	called	the	Gorgons.	They	lived	together	in	a	remote	part	of	the	world.	According	to	the	seventh-century	BCE	poet	Hesiod,	they	could	be	found	“beyond	glorious	Ocean	in	the	frontier	land	towards
Night.”[2]	Later	sources,	however,	usually	placed	them	in	Libya.[3]	Other	authors	have	proposed	still	more	remote	dwelling	places,	including	the	obscure	Gorgonean	Plains	near	Cisthene	in	Asia	Minor[4]	and	the	island	of	Sarpedon.[5]In	most	ancient	sources,	Medusa	and	the	Gorgons	were	imbued	with	a	terrifying	appearance.	Aeschylus,	for	example,
in	his	fifth-century	BCE	tragedy	Prometheus	Bound,	described	them	as	“three	winged	sisters,	the	snake-haired	Gorgons,	loathed	of	mankind,	whom	no	one	of	mortal	kind	shall	look	upon	and	still	draw	breath.”[6]	It	was	said	that	anybody	who	looked	upon	Medusa	(or	her	sisters)	was	immediately	turned	to	stone.	According	to	many	sources,	however,
Medusa	was	beautiful	as	well	as	terrifying.	Pindar,	an	early	Greek	poet	who	lived	in	the	fifth	century	BCE,	described	Medusa	as	“fair-cheeked.”[7]In	ancient	art,	Medusa	was	originally	depicted	as	a	hideous	monster.	In	addition	to	being	snake-haired	and	winged,	she	was	often	pictured	with	fangs	and	a	wide,	menacing	face.	Depictions	of	this	Gorgon
head	were	often	believed	to	be	“apotropaic,”	meaning	they	could	ward	off	evil.	By	the	fifth	century	BCE,	however,	Medusa	and	the	Gorgons	were	increasingly	depicted	as	beautiful	women	in	the	visual	arts	as	in	literature.[8]Gorgon	head	on	terracotta	tile,	South	Italy	(c.	540	BC).	Wikimedia	CommonsPublic	DomainMedusa	was	one	of	the	three
Gorgons,	daughters	of	the	sea	gods	Phorcys	and	Ceto.	The	other	two	Gorgons	were	named	Stheno	and	Euryale.	Medusa	was	the	only	one	of	the	three	who	was	not	immortal.Medusa	was	said	to	have	once	been	a	lover	of	Poseidon.	According	to	Ovid,	this	is	what	first	got	her	into	trouble:	when	Medusa	slept	with	Poseidon	in	a	temple	of	Athena,	Athena
turned	her	hair	into	snakes	as	a	punishment.	From	then	on,	all	who	looked	upon	her	were	turned	to	stone.[15]	In	another	version	of	the	myth,	Medusa	became	the	enemy	of	Athena	because	she	claimed	that	she	could	rival	the	goddess	in	beauty.[16]Medusa	was	killed	by	the	hero	Perseus,	a	son	of	Zeus	and	the	mortal	Argive	princess	Danae.	Perseus
had	been	sent	to	fetch	Medusa’s	head	by	Polydectes,	a	cruel	king	who	wished	to	have	Perseus	out	of	the	way	so	he	could	marry	his	mother,	Danae.	Perseus	was	assisted	by	the	gods,	who	provided	him	with	a	mirrored	shield,	winged	sandals,	a	helmet	of	invisibility,	an	adamantine	sword,	and	a	magical	satchel	that	could	carry	Medusa’s	head.	When
Perseus	found	the	Gorgons,	he	used	the	helmet	of	invisibility	to	sneak	up	on	Medusa.	He	then	used	the	mirrored	shield	to	kill	her,	looking	at	Medusa’s	reflection	rather	than	directly	at	her	so	that	he	would	not	be	turned	to	stone.	After	Perseus	had	beheaded	Medusa	and	put	her	head	into	his	satchel,	he	used	his	winged	sandals	to	quickly	fly	away	from
the	other	two	vengeful	Gorgons.[17]After	Medusa	was	killed,	her	two	children	by	Poseidon	were	born	from	her	blood.	One	was	the	Giant	Chrysaor,	who	became	the	father	of	the	monster	Geryon.	Much	later,	Geryon	was	killed	by	Heracles.	Medusa’s	other	child	was	Pegasus,	the	beautiful	winged	horse.	Pegasus	was	eventually	tamed	by	the	hero
Bellerophon.[18]The	Death	of	Medusa	I	by	Edward	Burne-Jones	(1882).	Wikimedia	CommonsPublic	DomainThe	venomous	vipers	of	the	Sahara	were	also	sometimes	said	to	have	been	born	from	Medusa’s	blood.	In	this	myth,	the	vipers	emerged	from	the	droplets	of	Medusa’s	blood	as	Perseus	flew	over	the	Sahara	with	the	Gorgon’s	severed	head.
[19]According	to	Ovid,	the	corals	of	the	Red	Sea	were	formed	when	Perseus	set	Medusa’s	head	down	in	the	seaweed	after	saving	Andromeda.	Medusa’s	blood	caused	the	seaweed	to	harden	and	become	beautiful	coral.[20]After	killing	Medusa,	Perseus	used	her	severed	head	as	a	weapon,	turning	many	of	his	enemies	to	stone.	In	Libya,	he	used
Medusa’s	head	to	kill	the	monster	Cetus	and	save	Andromeda,	who	became	his	wife.	When	Andromeda’s	former	fiancé	Phineus	attacked	him,	Perseus	killed	him,	too,	using	Medusa’s	head.	Upon	returning	to	Seriphos,	Perseus	showed	the	king	Polydectes	the	head	and	turned	him	to	stone,	thus	saving	his	mother.In	some	traditions,	Perseus	also	met
Atlas,	the	Titan	charged	with	holding	up	the	heavens,	during	his	travels.	The	two	quarreled	and	Perseus	angrily	forced	Atlas	to	look	upon	Medusa’s	head.	Atlas	immediately	turned	to	stone,	thus	becoming	the	Atlas	Mountains.[21]Perseus	eventually	gave	Medusa’s	head	to	Athena,	who	placed	it	on	her	breastplate	or	shield,	called	the	aegis.	According
to	another	tradition,	however,	the	head	was	kept	in	the	city	of	Athens,	buried	underneath	a	mound	in	the	agora.[22]	Medusa	by	Michelangelo	Caravaggio	(1595–96).	Wikimedia	CommonsPublic	DomainThe	serpentine	locks	of	Medusa’s	hair	had	an	effect	very	similar	to	that	of	the	head:	while	they	did	not	necessarily	turn	people	to	stone,	they	could
scatter	entire	armies.	One	such	lock	was	sometimes	said	to	protect	the	Greek	city	of	Tegea.[23]Medusa’s	blood	was	sometimes	thought	to	have	magical	or	medicinal	properties.	According	to	Apollodorus,	Asclepius	received	a	phial	of	her	blood	from	Athena	and	used	it	to	cure	the	sick.[24]	Medusa’s	blood	was	also	used	for	witchcraft	by	some	mythical
figures.[25]Not	all	ancient	sources	interpreted	the	myth	of	Medusa	literally.	According	to	Athenaeus,	a	Greek	author	who	lived	during	the	late	second	and	early	third	centuries	CE,	the	Gorgons	were	long-haired	beasts,	so	terrifying	that	all	who	looked	upon	them	were	paralyzed	and	killed.[26]Other	authors	believed	the	Gorgons	were	an	ancient	race	of
wild,	hairy	women.[27]	The	antiquarian	Diodorus	of	Sicily	claimed	that	they	were	wiped	out	by	Heracles	when	he	traveled	through	Libya.[28]Medusa	has	made	several	appearances	in	modern	pop	culture.	She	was	portrayed	using	stop	motion	animation	in	the	1981	film	Clash	of	the	Titans.	She	also	appeared	in	the	2010	remake	as	a	monster	with	a
serpentine	lower	body.	The	BBC	One	series	Atlantis	(2013–2015)	features	Medusa	before	she	became	a	monster.	Medusa	is	also	a	character	in	the	first	installment	of	Rick	Riordan’s	Percy	Jackson	and	the	Olympians	series	and	is	portrayed	by	Uma	Thurman	in	the	2010	film	adaptation.Medusa	or	her	Gorgon	sisters	appear	in	many	video	games	and
role-playing	games,	including	Dungeons	and	Dragons,	God	of	War,	and	Final	Fantasy.The	head	of	Medusa	is	used	as	the	logo	of	the	Italian	fashion	company	Versace.Avi	Kapach	is	a	writer,	scholar,	and	educator	who	received	his	PhD	in	Classics	from	Brown	University	The	terrible,	snake-haired,	winged	Gorgons	were	daughters	of	the	sea	gods	Phorcys
and	Ceto	who	made	their	home	at	the	very	edge	of	the	world.	In	the	standard	tradition,	the	Gorgons	were	named	Sthenno,	Euryale,	and	Medusa.	Though	Sthenno	and	Euryale	were	immortal,	Medusa	was	not,	and	the	Argive	hero	Perseus	was	sent	to	kill	her	and	bring	back	her	head.	This	head	famously	turned	all	who	looked	upon	it	to	stone.There
were	a	number	of	different	traditions	surrounding	the	Gorgons	in	antiquity,	in	art	as	well	as	literature.	For	example,	a	Gorgon’s	head—usually	identified	as	the	head	of	Medusa—was	placed	on	the	aegis,	the	great	shield	of	the	goddess	Athena.	The	Gorgons	also	inspired	the	iconography	of	the	Gorgoneion,	a	sinister	representation	of	a	Gorgon	head	that
was	believed	to	possess	protective	qualities.The	etymology	of	the	name	“Gorgon”	(Greek	Γοργών/Γοργώ,	translit.	Gorgṓn/Gorgṓ;	pl.	“Gorgons,”	Greek	Γοργόνες,	translit.	Gorgónes)	is	somewhat	obscure.	It	is	often	thought	to	be	of	Indo-European	origin,	likely	from	the	same	root	as	the	Sanskrit	garǧ,	meaning	“to	make	a	deep	sound,	rumble,	roar,
thunder,	growl.”[1]The	names	of	the	individual	Gorgons	seem	to	emphasize	their	imposing,	powerful,	and	frightening	nature:	Sthenno	(Σθεννώ,	translit.	Sthennṓ;	also	spelled	Σθενώ/Sthenṓ	and	Σθένουσα/Sthénousa)	means	“strong,	forceful”	(from	the	Greek	σθένος/sthénos,	“strength”);	Euryale	(Εὐρυάλη,	translit.	Euryálē)	means	“broad”	(from	the
Greek	εὐρύς/eurýs,	“broad,	wide”);	and	Medusa	(Μέδουσα,	translit.	Médousa)	can	be	translated	as	“protector”	(from	the	Greek	μἐδειν/médein,	“to	protect”).Gorgon,	GorgonsΓοργών/Γοργώ	(Gorgṓn/Gorgṓ),	Γοργόνες	(Gorgónes)[GAWR-guhn],	[GAWR-guhnz]/ˈgɔr	gən/,	/ˈgɔr	gənz/The	Gorgons,	like	many	monsters	of	Greek	mythology,	were	associated
with	the	most	remote	and	extreme	reaches	of	the	world.	According	to	Hesiod,	they	dwelled	“beyond	glorious	Ocean	in	the	frontier	land	towards	Night	where	are	the	clear-voiced	Hesperides.”[2]	This	seems	to	have	meant	somewhere	in	the	Far	West.	Similarly,	many	later	authors	wrote	that	the	Gorgons	lived	in	Libya	in	North	Africa,	which	for	the
Greeks	represented	the	western	edge	of	the	world.[3]Some	said	that	the	Gorgons	lived	on	the	mysterious	island	of	Sarpedon.[4]	Aeschylus,	on	the	other	hand,	placed	the	homeland	of	the	Gorgons	near	that	of	their	sisters,	the	Graeae,	somewhere	in	the	Far	East,	near	a	place	called	Cisthene.[5]	Finally,	one	tradition	may	have	even	located	the	Gorgons
in	the	extreme	north,	near	the	land	of	the	legendary	Hyperboreans.[6]In	later	literature,	the	Gorgons	were	sometimes	said	to	live	by	the	gates	of	the	Underworld,	alongside	other	horrifying	monsters	of	mythology.[7]The	three	Gorgons—Sthenno,	Euryale,	and	Medusa—were	famously	terrifying	creatures.	Their	defining	attribute	was	their	snake	hair,
though	they	were	sometimes	also	represented	with	pointed	teeth,	talons,	and/or	wings.	Though	this	fearsome	appearance	was	often	thought	to	imply	ugliness,[8]	some	authors	claimed	the	Gorgons	were	actually	very	beautiful.[9]Two	of	the	Gorgons,	Sthenno	and	Euryale,	were	immortal,	but	their	sister	Medusa	was	mortal	(it	is	unclear	why	this	was
the	case).[10]	Even	so,	Medusa	was	undeniably	powerful:	anyone	who	looked	upon	her	face	was	immediately	turned	to	stone.	In	some	traditions,	the	other	Gorgons	may	have	had	this	power	as	well.[11]In	the	best-known	traditions,	Medusa’s	head	(or	the	head	of	some	Gorgon,	not	always	named)	was	cut	off	and	placed	upon	the	shield	of	Athena,	known
as	the	aegis.[12]	But	the	people	of	Argos	claimed	that	Medusa’s	head	was	buried	underneath	a	mound	in	their	marketplace,	from	where	it	protected	their	city.[13]	For	others,	just	a	single	lock	of	Medusa’s	snake	hair	was	enough	to	ward	off	invading	enemies	from	a	city.[14]The	blood	of	the	Gorgons	was	also	extremely	potent.	One	popular	tradition
said	that	the	venomous	snakes	of	Africa	were	born	from	drops	of	Medusa’s	blood	that	fell	onto	the	sand.[15]	Similarly,	the	Roman	poet	Ovid	claimed	that	drops	of	Medusa’s	blood	that	fell	into	the	sea	turned	the	seaweed	into	coral.[16]	In	other	accounts,	the	blood	of	the	Gorgons	was	said	to	possess	both	poisonous	and	healing	properties.[17]From	an
early	period,	ancient	authors	associated	the	Gorgons	with	the	sea.[18]	Their	parents	were	the	sea	gods	Phorcys	and	Ceto,	and	they	were	favored	by	the	sea	god	Poseidon,	who	was	a	lover	of	Medusa.	The	Gorgons	were	a	popular	subject	in	ancient	Greek	art	by	the	sixth	century	BCE.	They	were	most	commonly	featured	in	depictions	of	the	myth	of
Perseus,	with	the	hero	beheading	the	fearsome	Medusa;	sometimes	the	other	Gorgons	could	be	seen	pursuing	him.	Images	of	the	goddess	Athena	commonly	showed	her	with	a	Gorgon’s	head	upon	her	shield	or	even	her	breastplate.	Attic	red-figure	amphora	by	the	Berlin	Painter	showing	a	running	Gorgon	(ca.	490	BCE)	Staatliche	Antikensammlungen,
Munich	/	ArchaiOptixCC	BY-SA	4.0The	iconography	of	the	Gorgons	is	above	all	intertwined	with	the	Gorgoneion.	The	Gorgoneion	was	a	special—and	especially	fearsome—representation	of	the	Gorgon’s	head,	characteristically	shown	with	a	wide,	round	face;	snake	hair;	a	wide	mouth	spread	in	a	sinister	grin,	exposing	sharp	fangs	or	even	tusks;	and	a
protruding	tongue.	This	image,	which	was	especially	popular	as	a	shield	device	but	which	can	also	be	found	in	other	contexts	(including	architecture	and	vase	painting),	was	regarded	as	a	kind	of	protective	or	“apotropaic”	icon—that	is,	a	symbol	capable	of	warding	off	evil.[19]In	the	common	tradition,	the	Gorgons	Sthenno,	Euryale,	and	Medusa	were
the	daughters	of	the	sea	gods	Phorcys	and	Ceto.[20]	But	according	to	one	late	author,	they	were	the	offspring	of	Ceto	and	the	mysterious	“Gorgo.”[21]The	Gorgons’	monstrous	siblings	(and	half-siblings)	included	the	Graeae—three	white-haired	and	wizened	sisters[22]—as	well	as,	in	some	traditions,	the	dragon	Ladon	(guardian	of	the	Garden	of	the
Hesperides),[23]	the	snake-monster	Echidna,[24]	the	Hesperides,[25]	Scylla,[26]	and	Thoosa	(mother	of	the	Cyclops	Polyphemus).[27]There	are	occasional	references	in	Greek	literature	to	other	Gorgons	born	under	different	circumstances	and	in	different	ways,	such	as	emerging	from	the	earth	at	the	behest	of	the	primordial	earth	goddess	Gaia.
[28]The	myth	of	the	Gorgons	entered	the	Greek	imagination	at	an	early	period;	it	was	already	familiar	by	the	time	the	epic	poet	Hesiod	wrote	his	Theogony	in	the	eighth	or	seventh	century	BCE.[29]	The	Gorgons	were	likely	influenced	by	monsters	of	Near	Eastern	mythology	and	art.	For	example,	their	iconography	bears	similarities	to	that	of	the
Mesopotamian	demon	Lamashtu	(who	seems	to	have	also	influenced	the	Greek	Lamia).	In	addition,	an	important	part	of	the	myth	of	the	Gorgon-slayer	Perseus	is	set	in	the	East,	and	the	harpe—the	sickle	sword	Perseus	used	to	kill	Medusa—shows	up	in	similar	contexts	in	Near	Eastern	art.[30]In	the	Argolid,	Perseus’	homeland,	the	myth	of	the
Gorgons	and	Medusa	was	viewed	in	the	context	of	initiation	and	coming-of-age	rituals	and	beliefs:	the	killing	of	Medusa	represented	the	first	test	of	a	young	warrior,	and	the	Gorgon’s	fearsome	head—with	its	menacing	grin,	bared	teeth,	and	bulging	eyes—has	been	thought	to	reflect	the	rage	of	battle,	particularly	the	battle	cry.Early	sources	tell	us
little	about	the	background	of	the	Gorgons,	generally	specifying	no	more	than	that	they	were	monstrous	daughters	of	the	sea	gods	Phorcys	and	Ceto.	Some	later	accounts,	however,	relate	how	one	of	the	Gorgons,	Medusa,	was	originally	a	beautiful	girl	who	was	loved	by	Poseidon.	When	Medusa	slept	with	Poseidon	in	a	shrine	of	Athena,	the	girl
brought	the	goddess’s	wrath	down	upon	her	head	(more	or	less	literally):	Athena	punished	Medusa	by	turning	her	hair	into	snakes	and	cursing	her	so	that	anybody	who	looked	upon	her	would	be	turned	into	stone.[31]In	the	course	of	time,	the	hero	Perseus,	a	mortal	son	of	Zeus,	was	sent	to	slay	Medusa.	With	the	help	of	Athena,	Hermes,	and	the
nymphs,	Perseus	acquired	the	tools	he	would	need	to	defeat	the	Gorgon:	winged	sandals,	Hades’	helmet	of	invisibility,	a	pouch	called	a	kibisis	(for	carrying	Medusa’s	head),	and	a	sickle	or	harpe.	Perseus	then	found	the	Gorgons’	lair	(he	forced	the	Graeae,	the	Gorgons’	gray-eyed	sisters,	to	reveal	its	whereabouts	to	him)	and	decapitated	Medusa	as	she
slept,	averting	his	own	gaze	so	that	he	would	not	be	turned	to	stone.[32]Perseus	Beheading	Medusa	by	Francesco	Maffei	(ca.	1650)	Gallerie	dell’Academia,	VenicePublic	DomainThe	other	Gorgons,	hearing	the	dying	cries	of	their	sister,	tried	to	catch	Perseus,	but	with	no	success:	Perseus	had	on	Hades’	helmet	of	invisibility,	so	although	the	Gorgons
chased	him,	they	could	not	see	him.	It	was	said	that	the	Gorgons’	lament	for	the	dead	Medusa	became	the	model	for	flute	music.[33]As	for	the	head	of	Medusa,	Perseus	wielded	it	as	a	potent	weapon	against	his	enemies,	turning	them	to	stone	where	they	stood,	before	giving	it	as	a	gift	to	Athena.	Athena	then	placed	the	Gorgon’s	head	on	her	shield,
called	the	aegis,	and	used	it	to	instill	terror	in	the	hearts	of	her	enemies.[34]There	are	various	references	to	other	Gorgons	in	early	Greek	literature,	or	to	other	versions	of	the	myth	of	the	Gorgons.	In	fact,	it	seems	likely	that	the	Gorgons	originally	entered	Greek	mythology	as	monsters	without	a	fixed	mythos,	and	that	the	familiar	story	of	the	three
Gorgon	sisters	and	the	Gorgon-slaying	Perseus	was	only	developed	later.	The	Gorgon	head	on	Athena’s	shield	is	mentioned	already	in	Homer’s	Iliad,	the	most	ancient	work	of	Greek	literature	(dating	to	the	eighth	century	BCE	but	containing	even	earlier	material);	but	Homer	does	not	refer	to	the	Gorgon	as	“Medusa”	and	may	not	have	even	known	the
name.[35]	According	to	Homer’s	Odyssey,	the	Underworld	goddess	Persephone	also	possessed	a	Gorgon’s	head,	which	she	used	against	her	enemies	or	on	trespassers.[36]In	another	myth,	there	was	a	Gorgon	who	took	part	in	the	Gigantomachy,	the	battle	between	the	Olympian	gods	and	the	Giants	(monstrous	offspring	of	the	earth	goddess	Gaia).
Gaia	had	spawned	this	Gorgon,	causing	it	to	rise	up	from	the	earth	to	help	her	other	children,	the	Giants.	But	Athena	killed	the	Gorgon	and	used	its	skin	as	armor.[37]Pediment	from	the	Temple	of	Athena	Polias	in	Athens	showing	Athena	wielding	the	snake-fringed	aegis	during	the	Gigantomachy	(ca.	525–500	BCE)	Acropolis	Museum,	Athens	/	Ricardo
André	FrantzCC	BY-SA	3.0According	to	yet	another	tradition,	it	was	Zeus	who	first	used	the	head	of	the	Gorgon	on	his	armor,	after	learning	from	an	oracle	that	he	could	only	overcome	the	Titans	if	protected	by	a	Gorgon’s	head	and	goat’s	skin.	This	armor	of	Zeus	was	the	original	aegis,	which	he	subsequently	gave	to	his	daughter	Athena	after	using	it
to	defeat	the	Titans	in	the	Titanomachy.[38]Many	ancient	sources	sought	other	explanations	for	the	true	meaning	of	the	myth	of	the	Gorgons.	As	is	characteristic	of	such	attempts	at	“rationalization,”	these	explanations	are	often	just	as	unbelievable—if	not	more	so—than	the	traditional	myth.According	to	Palaephatus,	the	Gorgons	were	actually	three
female	rulers	of	African	islands	who	owned	a	precious	golden	statue	of	Athena	(the	so-called	“Gorgon”),	which	was	stolen	from	them	by	Perseus.[39]	For	Dionysius	Scytobrachion	(cited	at	length	by	Diodorus	of	Sicily),	the	Gorgons	were	Libyan	warrior	women,	very	similar	to	the	Amazons.[40]	For	Heraclitus,	Medusa	was	a	courtesan	whose	beauty
stopped	men	in	their	tracks,	metaphorically	“turning	them	to	stone.”[41]	Others	made	Medusa	into	a	beautiful	warrior	queen	of	Libya	who	was	killed	by	Perseus,[42]	or	into	extremely	hairy	African	beasts	whose	gaze	turned	people	to	stone.[43]	One	late	author	imagined	Perseus	as	a	sorcerer	who	used	the	severed	head	of	a	girl	named	Medusa	to	work
his	dark	magic.[44]Other	writers	allegorized	the	myth,	either	interpreting	Perseus’	defeat	of	the	Gorgons	as	virtue’s	triumph	over	terror,[45]	or	imagining	Perseus	as	the	sun	evaporating	seawater,	represented	by	the	Gorgons.[46]The	Gorgons	remain	important	in	modern	pop	culture.	Medusa	especially	has	appeared	in	numerous	films,	TV	shows,
novels,	and	video	games;	perhaps	the	most	famous	of	these	is	her	role	in	the	1981	film	Clash	of	the	Titans.The	earliest	literary	references	to	the	Gorgons	come	from	the	Homeric	epics	(eighth	century	BCE):	Athena	wields	a	Gorgon’s	head	on	her	armor	in	the	Iliad	(5.741,	11.35ff),	while	Persephone	also	possesses	a	Gorgon’s	head	in	the	Odyssey
(11.634ff).Soon	after,	the	mythology	and	genealogy	of	the	Gorgons	was	more	fully	fleshed	out	in	the	Theogony	of	Hesiod	(eighth/seventh	century	BCE).	It	is	in	Hesiod	that	we	first	hear	of	the	three	Gorgon	sisters	and	the	doomed	Medusa.	Another	early	description	of	the	Gorgons	can	be	found	in	the	Shield	of	Heracles	(220ff),	a	brief	hexameter	poem
traditionally	(but	inaccurately)	attributed	to	Hesiod.Other	important	early	sources	for	the	mythology	of	the	Gorgons	would	have	been	the	mythographer	Pherecydes	(early/mid-fifth	century	BCE)	and	the	tragedy	Phorcides	by	Aeschylus	(525/524–456/455	BCE),	but	these	works	are	known	now	only	from	fragments.	References	to	the	Gorgons	can	also	be
found	in	Aeschylus’	Prometheus	Bound	and	a	few	odes	by	Pindar	(ca.	518–ca.	438	BCE).	In	his	play	Ion,	the	tragedian	Euripides	(ca.	480–406	BCE)	mentions	a	Gorgon	who	fought	against	the	gods	during	the	Gigantomachy	(998ff).More	detailed	surviving	accounts	of	the	Gorgons—and	especially	the	battle	between	Perseus	and	Medusa—can	be	found	in
later	sources,	such	as	the	Library	of	Apollodorus	or	“Pseudo-Apollodorus”	(first	century	BCE/first	few	centuries	CE).	Diodorus	of	Sicily	(before	90–after	30	BCE)	provided	a	rationalized	version	of	the	Gorgon	myth,	but	it	is	of	limited	utility.From	the	Hellenistic	period	(323–32	BCE)	on,	references	to	the	Gorgons	tended	to	focus	on	their	fearsome	nature
and	appearance.	One	popular	subject	was	the	venomous	vipers	that	were	said	to	have	been	born	when	drops	of	blood	from	Medusa’s	severed	head	fell	upon	the	sands	of	Libya.	These	vipers	feature	in	some	Greek	works,	such	as	the	Argonautica	of	Apollonius	of	Rhodes	(third	century	BCE).The	Gorgons	continued	to	feature	in	the	literature	of	much
later	periods.	Nonnus	(fifth	century	CE),	for	instance,	included	various	allusions	to	the	grotesque	Gorgons	and	Medusa	throughout	his	Dionysiaca,	a	long	epic	recounting	the	adventures	of	the	young	god	Dionysus.RomanThe	accounts	of	the	Gorgons	given	in	the	Astronomica	and	Fabulae—works	bythe	Roman	writer	known	as	Hyginus	or	“Pseudo-
Hyginus	(first	century	CE	or	later)—are	full	of	unusual	details	and	are	likely	unreliable.	More	interesting	and	valuable	accounts	of	the	Gorgons,	especially	in	connection	with	the	vipers	of	North	Africa,	can	be	found	in	the	works	of	Roman	poets	such	as	Ovid	(43	BCE–17/18	CE)	and	Lucan	(39–65	CE).OtherOther	valuable	information—including
information	on	lost	works	that	dealt	with	the	myths	of	the	Gorgons—can	be	found	in	commentaries	from	antiquity	and	the	Middle	Ages,	including	the	scholia	and	works	of	Servius	(fourth	century	CE)	and	John	Tzetzes	(ca.	1110–ca.	1180/85).	For	further	references,	see	the	notes.Bremmer,	Jan.	“Gorgo	(1).”	In	Brill’s	New	Pauly,	edited	by	Hubert	Cancik,
Helmuth	Schneider,	Christine	F.	Salazar,	Manfred	Landfester,	and	Francis	G.	Gentry.	Published	online	2006.	Jan.	“Gorgo/Medusa.”	In	The	Oxford	Classical	Dictionary,	4th	ed.,	edited	by	Simon	Hornblower,	Antony	Spawforth,	and	Esther	Eidinow,	622–23.	Oxford:	Oxford	University	Press,	2012.Furtwängler,	A.	“Gorgo	und	Gorgones.”	In	Ausführliches
Lexikon	der	griechischen	und	römischen	Mythologie,	edited	by	W.	H.	Roscher,	vol.	1,	1695–1727.	Leipzig:	Teubner,	1890–1897.Gantz,	Timothy.	“Perseus	and	the	Gorgons.”	In	Early	Greek	Myth:	A	Guide	to	Literary	and	Artistic	Sources,	304–7.	Baltimore,	MD:	Johns	Hopkins	University	Press,	1993.Hard,	Robin.	“The	King	of	Seriphos	Sends	Perseus	to
Fetch	the	Gorgon’s	Head.”	In	The	Routledge	Handbook	of	Greek	Mythology,	8th	ed.,	226–27.	New	York:	Routledge,	2020.Krauskopf,	Ingrid,	and	Stefan-Christian	Dahlinger.	“Gorgo,	Gorgoneion.”	In	Lexicon	Iconographicum	Mythologiae	Classicae,	vol.	4,	288–345.	Zurich:	Artemis,	1988.Ogden,	Daniel.	“Medusa,	Slain	by	Perseus.”	In	Dragons,	Serpents,
and	Slayers	in	the	Classical	and	Early	Christian	Worlds:	A	Sourcebook,	82–96.	Oxford:	Oxford	University	Press,	2013.Ogden,	Daniel.	“Medusa,	Slain	by	Perseus.”	In	Drakon:	Dragon	Myth	and	Serpent	Cult	in	the	Greek	and	Roman	Worlds,	92–98.	Oxford:	Oxford	University	Press,	2013.Smith,	William.	“Gorgo.”	In	A	Dictionary	of	Greek	and	Roman
Biography	and	Mythology.	London:	Spottiswoode	and	Company,	1873.	Perseus	Digital	Library.	Accessed	April	4,	2021.	Project.	“Gorgones	and	Medousa.”	Published	online	2000–2017.	Konrat.	“Gorgo	(1).”	In	Paulys	Realencyclopädie	der	classischen	Altertumswissenschaft,	edited	by	Georg	Wissowa	and	August	Friedrich	Pauly,	vol.	7.2,	1630–55.
Stuttgart:	Metzler,	1913.Avi	Kapach	is	a	writer,	scholar,	and	educator	who	received	his	PhD	in	Classics	from	Brown	University	Pegasus,	an	immortal	winged	horse,	was	born	when	Perseus	beheaded	Medusa;	he	emerged	from	the	Gorgon’s	blood	along	with	the	Giant	Chrysaor.	Eventually,	Pegasus	was	tamed	and	bridled	by	the	Corinthian	hero
Bellerophon,	and	together	they	fought	and	killed	the	monstrous,	fire-breathing	Chimera.	In	some	traditions,	Bellerophon	grew	arrogant	because	of	his	successes	and	tried	to	ride	Pegasus	to	the	home	of	the	gods	on	Olympus.	But	Pegasus	threw	Bellerophon	from	his	back,	and	the	hero	was	gravely	injured	or	killed	(depending	on	the	version).	Pegasus
was	sometimes	said	to	be	the	thunder-bearer	of	Zeus	himself.	He	was	also	associated	with	the	Muses.	The	constellation	Pegasus	was	created	in	the	heavens	to	honor	him.According	to	the	poet	Hesiod,	who	described	the	birth	of	Pegasus	in	his	Theogony,	the	name	“Pegasus”	was	derived	from	the	Greek	word	pēgē,	meaning	“spring,”	because	he	had
been	born	“near	the	springs	[pēgai]	of	Ocean.”[1]Modern	scholars	have	suggested	other	possible	origins	for	the	name.	Some	have	connected	Pegasus	to	the	stem	*piḫašš-,	which	means	“lightning”	or	possibly	“strength”	in	the	Luwian	language	spoken	in	ancient	Anatolia.	This	stem	is	attested	in	the	name	of	the	Anatolian	weather	god	Pihassasi,	who
was	responsible	for	thunder	and	lightning.	Since	Pegasus	was	often	imagined	as	the	thunder-bearer	of	Zeus,	it	has	been	suggested	that	Pegasus’	myth	and	name	were	derived	from	Pihassasi.[2][PEG-uh-suhs]/ˈpɛg	ə	səs/Pegasus	roamed	far	and	wide	throughout	the	cosmos.	He	had	especially	close	ties	with	springs	such	as	the	Hippocrene,	the	spring	of
the	Muses,	and	the	Peirene,	where	he	was	eventually	captured	and	tamed	by	Bellerophon.	In	other	myths,	Pegasus	made	his	abode	with	the	gods	on	Mount	Olympus,	where	he	served	as	Zeus’	thunder-bearer.Pegasus	was	a	horse	who	had	the	ability	to	fly.	In	literature	and	the	visual	arts,	Pegasus	was	almost	always	represented	with	wings,	but	in	some
rare	cases	he	appeared	as	an	ordinary	horse.[3]	Over	time,	it	became	increasingly	common	to	depict	Pegasus	as	pristinely	white.Attic	epinetron	showing	Pegasus,	Bellerophon,	and	the	Chimera	(ca.	425–420	BCE).	National	Archaeological	Museum	of	Athens.	MarsyasCC	BY-SA	2.0Pegasus	was	usually	imagined	as	an	immortal	being,	and	many	ancient
sources	associated	him	with	a	constellation	in	the	night	sky	that	was	eventually	named	after	him.In	ancient	art,	Pegasus	was	most	often	depicted	with	Bellerophon,	either	flying	or	battling	the	Chimera.	He	was	an	especially	popular	subject	for	the	vase	painters	of	Corinth,	Bellerophon’s	hometown.[4]Pegasus’	mother	was	Medusa,	from	whose	blood	he
was	born.	His	father	was	usually	said	to	be	Poseidon,	who	had	been	Medusa’s	lover.Pegasus’	brother	was	the	Giant	Chrysaor.	Chrysaor’s	son—and	thus	Pegasus’	nephew—was	Geryon,	a	monster	with	three	bodies	who	was	slain	by	Heracles.The	Gorgon	Medusa,	whose	gaze	famously	turned	humans	to	stone,	was	once	a	lover	of	the	sea	god	Poseidon.
When	Perseus,	the	hero	of	Argos,	beheaded	Medusa,	Pegasus	was	born	from	her	blood,	together	with	the	Giant	Chrysaor.	Poseidon	was	usually	named	as	the	father	of	both	creatures,	even	if	the	mechanics	of	his	paternity	were	obscure	at	best.[5]In	one	myth,	Pegasus’	great	hoof	struck	the	ground	on	Mount	Helicon,	the	sacred	home	of	the	Muses,	and
created	a	spring	called	the	Hippocrene.[6]	For	hundreds	of	years,	Greek	and	Roman	poets	regarded	the	waters	of	the	Hippocrene	as	a	source	of	divine	inspiration.	Fragment	of	a	terracotta	volute-krater	depicting	Pegasus;	an	arm,	possibly	Bellerophon's,	can	be	seen	holding	the	reins.	Attributed	to	the	Painter	of	the	Dublin	Situlae	(mid-4th	century
BCE).	Metropolitan	Museum	of	ArtPublic	DomainIn	antiquity,	Pegasus	was	best	known	for	the	role	he	played	in	the	mythos	of	Bellerophon.	Like	Pegasus,	Bellerophon	was	a	son	of	Poseidon	(making	him	and	the	winged	horse	half-brothers).	Bellerophon	was	from	the	Greek	city	of	Corinth	but	was	forced	to	leave	due	to	a	crime	he	had	committed	(the
exact	nature	of	the	crime	varies	in	different	traditions).	Bellerophon’s	travels	took	him	to	Lydia,	where	the	king,	Iobates,	dispatched	him	to	kill	the	Chimera.	The	Chimera	was	a	hybrid	monster	with	a	lion’s	head	in	front,	a	serpent	for	a	tail,	and	a	fire-breathing	goat	head	growing	out	of	its	middle.Bellerophon	knew	he	would	never	stand	a	chance
against	the	Chimera	without	some	sort	of	divine	assistance.	In	some	traditions,	Bellerophon’s	father,	Poseidon,	gave	him	Pegasus	to	help	him	in	his	battle	with	the	Chimera.[7]	But	according	to	the	more	familiar	version,	Bellerophon	consulted	the	prophet	Polyidus,	who	told	him	to	sleep	in	the	temple	of	Athena.	There,	Athena	appeared	to	him	in	a
dream.	According	to	the	poet	Pindar,	who	narrated	the	story	in	detail,the	maiden	Pallas	brought	to	[Bellerophon]	a	bridle	with	golden	cheek-pieces.	The	dream	suddenly	became	waking	reality,	and	she	spoke:	“Are	you	sleeping,	king,	son	of	Aeolus?	Come,	take	this	charm	for	the	horse;	and,	sacrificing	a	white	bull,	show	it	to	your	ancestor,	Poseidon
the	Horse-Tamer.”[8]When	Bellerophon	awoke,	he	saw	that	Athena	had	left	him	a	golden	bridle.	He	located	Pegasus	by	the	spring	of	Peirene	in	Corinth	and	easily	rode	him	with	the	aid	of	this	golden	bridle.	With	the	help	of	Pegasus,	Bellerophon	was	able	to	defeat	the	Chimera	as	well	as	other	foes,	including	the	Solymi	and	the	Amazons.[9]However,
Bellerophon	soon	started	using	Pegasus	for	unjust	personal	agendas.	According	to	Euripides’	lost	tragedy	Stheneboea,	Bellerophon	wanted	to	avenge	himself	against	Stheneboea,	a	queen	of	Argos	who	had	once	accused	him	of	trying	to	seduce	her.	This	accusation	had	caused	Bellerophon	to	lose	the	friendship	of	Stheneboea’s	husband,	Proetus,	the
king	of	Argos.	Once	he	had	Pegasus,	Bellerophon	tricked	Stheneboea	into	taking	a	ride	with	him,	then	threw	her	off	as	the	winged	horse	was	flying	over	the	sea.[10]	Bellerophon	on	Pegasus	by	Walter	Crane	(1892).	Wikimedia	CommonsPublic	DomainEventually,	Bellerophon’s	cruelty	and	arrogance	led	to	his	(literal)	downfall.	In	the	common	tradition,
Bellerophon	was	so	proud	of	his	successes	that	he	decided	he	deserved	to	live	among	the	gods	on	Olympus.	He	tried	to	ride	Pegasus	to	the	mountaintop,	but	the	horse	buckled—some	say	Zeus	sent	a	gadfly	to	sting	him—and	threw	Bellerophon.[11]	According	to	some	traditions,	he	was	killed	by	the	fall,[12]	but	in	the	most	familiar	version	he	simply
became	crippled	and	was	never	able	to	carry	out	heroic	deeds	again.[13]While	Bellerophon	fell	from	grace,	Pegasus	ascended	to	the	heavens	and	lived	among	the	gods.	In	fact,	according	to	Hesiod,	Pegasus	first	flew	to	Olympus	soon	after	he	was	born:	“Now	Pegasus	flew	away	and	left	the	earth,	the	mother	of	flocks,	and	came	to	the	deathless	gods:
and	he	dwells	in	the	house	of	Zeus	and	brings	to	wise	Zeus	the	thunder	and	lightning.”[14]As	thunder-bearer	of	Zeus,	Pegasus	was	showered	with	honors.	He	also	earned	the	love	of	the	Muses	when	he	created	the	Hippocrene	spring.	The	great	winged	horse	was	commemorated	in	the	night	sky	as	the	constellation	Pegasus.Pegasus	has	had	a	pervasive
afterlife	in	modern	pop	culture.	He	has	appeared	in	numerous	films,	including	Fantasia	(1940),	Hercules	(1997),	and	Clash	of	the	Titans	(the	1981	original	as	well	as	the	2010	remake).	He	is	frequently	mentioned	in	Rick	Riordan’s	Percy	Jackson	and	the	Olympians	series,	where	is	the	father	of	other	winged	horses.Pegasus	has	appeared	in	or	been
adapted	for	various	video	games—among	them,	God	of	War	and	Age	of	Mythology.Finally,	Pegasus	has	been	widely	exploited	by	the	commercial	sector	and	now	graces	the	logos	of	various	companies,	schools,	and	public	organizations	across	the	world.Avi	Kapach	is	a	writer,	scholar,	and	educator	who	received	his	PhD	in	Classics	from	Brown
University	Medea	was	the	daughter	of	Aeetes,	who	ruled	the	remote	kingdom	of	Colchis.	A	descendant	of	the	gods	and	a	priestess	of	Hecate,	Medea	was	a	powerful	witch	and	magician	herself.	She	fell	in	love	with	Jason	when	he	came	to	Colchis	with	the	Argonauts	to	steal	the	Golden	Fleece	from	her	father.	In	fact,	Medea	was	so	in	love	that	she
betrayed	her	family	and	abandoned	her	homeland,	helping	Jason	steal	the	Golden	Fleece	and	then	running	away	with	him	to	Greece.Though	she	was	highly	devoted,	Medea	could	also	be	dangerous	and	overbearing.	She	went	to	extreme	lengths	to	help	Jason,	killing	her	own	brother	and	later	brutally	murdering	Jason’s	uncle	Pelias	for	stealing	Jason’s
throne.	Despite	all	this,	Jason	eventually	left	Medea	to	marry	another	woman.	Medea	used	her	skills	to	take	revenge	on	Jason,	then	journeyed	to	Athens	to	marry	King	Aegeus.	But	Aegeus	soon	tired	of	her	as	well,	and	Medea	once	again	had	to	flee.	According	to	some	traditions,	she	ended	up	settling	somewhere	in	the	steppes	of	Asia.The	name
“Medea”	(Greek	Μήδεια,	translit.	Mēdeia)	comes	from	the	Greek	word	mēdea,	meaning	“counsels”	or	“plots.”	It	also	seems	to	be	related	to	the	Greek	medō,	meaning	“to	rule	over”	or	“protect,”	and	the	Proto-Indo-European	*med-,	meaning	“to	measure,”	“give	advice,”	or	“heal.”MedeaΜήδεια	(translit.	Mēdeia)Medea	received	a	handful	of	epithets	in
ancient	literature,	especially	in	Apollonius	of	Rhodes’	Argonautica,	an	epic	that	tells	the	story	of	the	voyage	of	the	Argonauts.	Among	these	epithets	are	polypharmakos	(“she	of	many	drugs”)	and	doloessa	(“crafty”).Medea,	like	most	princesses	of	Greek	mythology,	was	usually	depicted	as	a	beautiful	woman	in	both	literature	and	art.	But	Medea’s	most
important	attribute	was	her	skill	as	a	witch	and	magician.	She	was	usually	associated	with	Hecate,	a	goddess	of	magic—an	association	that	presumably	had	something	to	do	with	her	own	abilities.	Medea	always	had	with	her	an	arsenal	of	potent	potions,	herbs,	and	drugs	that	allowed	her	to	bend	the	world	to	her	will.Medea	by	William	Wetmore	Story
(1866).	High	Museum	of	Art,	Atlanta,	GA.	WmpearlCC0Medea	and	her	awesome	powers	are	vividly	described	in	Apollonius	of	Rhodes’	Argonautica:There	is	a	maiden,	nurtured	in	the	halls	of	Aeetes,	whom	the	goddess	Hecate	taught	to	handle	magic	herbs	with	exceeding	skill	all	that	the	land	and	flowing	waters	produce.	With	them	is	quenched	the
blast	of	unwearied	flame,	and	at	once	she	stays	the	course	of	rivers	as	they	rush	roaring	on,	and	checks	the	stars	and	the	paths	of	the	sacred	moon.[1]Medea	was	also	a	descendant	of	the	gods.	Her	grandfather	was	Helios,	the	Titan	who	personified	the	sun,	and	she	was	the	niece	of	Circe,	a	minor	goddess	who	was	also	a	powerful	magician.Given	her
pedigree,	it	is	unsurprising	that	ancient	sources	were	divided	on	whether	Medea	was	an	ordinary	mortal	or	a	divine	being.	While	most	authorities—for	example,	Apollonius	of	Rhodes	in	his	Argonautica—represented	her	as	a	mortal,	there	were	some	who	did	imagine	her	as	a	goddess	or	demigoddess.[2]	At	the	very	least,	it	was	usually	thought	that
after	her	death,	Medea	went	to	the	Fields	of	Elysium	or	the	Isles	of	the	Blessed	to	live	in	eternal	bliss	with	the	other	extraordinary	mortals	and	demigods.In	ancient	art	from	the	fifth	century	BCE,	Medea	was	usually	shown	wearing	characteristically	Eastern	garments	and	carrying	her	magical	potions.	Sometimes	she	was	represented	riding	the	chariot
of	her	grandfather	Helios.	She	was	a	popular	subject	in	vase	painting,	statuary,	and	sarcophagi.[3]Medea’s	father	was	Aeetes,	the	king	of	Colchis	and	the	son	of	the	sun	god	Helios.	In	most	sources,	her	mother	was	Idyia,	one	of	the	Oceanids,[4]	though	some	texts	gave	her	mother	as	Hecate	instead.[5]	She	had	two	siblings,	a	sister	named	Chalciope[6]
and	a	brother	named	Apsyrtus.[7]The	myth	of	Medea	begins	with	the	arrival	of	Jason	and	the	Argonauts	in	Colchis	on	their	quest	for	the	Golden	Fleece.	The	Golden	Fleece	was	in	the	possession	of	Aeetes,	Medea’s	father	and	the	king	of	Colchis.	But	Jason’s	uncle	Pelias,	who	had	unlawfully	seized	the	throne	of	Iolcus	from	his	brother	(and	Jason’s
father)	Aeson,	ordered	Jason	to	bring	the	Golden	Fleece	to	Greece.Jason	recruited	the	greatest	Greek	heroes	to	sail	with	him	to	Colchis.	Together,	they	came	to	be	known	as	the	“Argonauts,”	after	their	ship,	the	Argo.	After	many	misadventures	on	the	high	seas,	Jason	and	the	Argonauts	finally	reached	Colchis,	located	on	the	eastern	coast	of	the	Black
Sea.	But	when	Jason	tried	to	negotiate	with	Aeetes	for	the	Golden	Fleece,	Aeetes	was	less	than	gracious:	he	agreed	to	hear	Jason	out	only	if	the	young	man	could	yoke	his	fire-breathing	bulls	to	a	plow	and	sow	a	field	with	dragon’s	teeth.Jason	would	have	been	quickly	killed	if	he	had	tried	to	perform	these	tasks	under	ordinary	circumstances.	Luckily
for	him,	he	had	caught	the	eye	of	Aeetes’	daughter	Medea.	In	most	accounts,	this	actually	had	nothing	to	do	with	luck:	the	goddess	Hera,	who	favored	Jason,	knew	that	Medea	alone	could	help	Jason	on	his	mission	and	so	caused	her	to	fall	desperately	in	love	with	the	hero.	According	to	Apollonius	of	Rhodes,	Hera	approached	Aphrodite,	the	goddess	of
love,	for	help,	and	Aphrodite	in	turn	sent	her	son	Eros	to	make	Medea	fall	in	love	with	Jason:And	with	swift	feet	unmarked	[Eros]	passed	the	threshold	and	keenly	glanced	around;	and	gliding	close	by	Aeson’s	son	[Jason]	he	laid	the	arrow-notch	on	the	cord	in	the	centre,	and	drawing	wide	apart	with	both	hands	he	shot	at	Medea;	and	speechless
amazement	seized	her	soul.	But	the	god	himself	flashed	back	again	from	the	high-roofed	hall,	laughing	loud;	and	the	bolt	burnt	deep	down	in	the	maiden’s	heart	like	a	flame;	and	ever	she	kept	darting	bright	glances	straight	up	at	Aeson’s	son,	and	within	her	breast	her	heart	panted	fast	through	anguish,	all	remembrance	left	her,	and	her	soul	melted
with	the	sweet	pain.	And	as	a	poor	woman	heaps	dry	twigs	round	a	blazing	brand	…	and	the	flame	waxing	wondrous	great	from	the	small	brand	consumes	all	the	twigs	together;	so,	coiling	round	her	heart,	burnt	secretly	Love	the	destroyer;	and	the	hue	of	her	soft	cheeks	went	and	came,	now	pale,	now	red,	in	her	soul’s	distraction.[15]Medea,
overcome	with	love,	sent	word	for	Jason	to	meet	her	in	secret.	She	then	promised	that	she	would	help	him,	but	only	if	he	agreed	to	take	her	back	to	Greece	and	make	her	his	wife.	When	Jason	accepted	these	terms,	Medea	gave	him	an	ointment	that	would	protect	him	from	the	bulls’	fire.	She	also	warned	him	that	after	he	sowed	the	dragon’s	teeth,	a
race	of	warriors	would	sprout	from	the	earth,	and	that	the	only	way	to	beat	them	would	be	to	trick	them	into	killing	each	other.Jason	did	as	Medea	instructed.	With	Medea’s	ointment,	he	was	able	to	safely	yoke	Aeetes’	bulls	and	use	them	to	sow	the	dragon’s	teeth.	Then,	when	fully	armed	warriors	sprouted	from	the	earth,	Jason	threw	a	stone	into	their
midst.	The	warriors	did	not	realize	where	the	stone	had	come	from	and	fought	among	themselves	until	they	were	all	dead.[16]Even	though	Jason	had	accomplished	his	assigned	tasks,	Aeetes	refused	to	hand	over	the	Golden	Fleece.	Again,	Medea	was	helpful.	She	led	Jason	to	where	Aeetes	kept	the	Golden	Fleece—in	a	secluded	grove	guarded	by	a
giant	serpent.	Using	magical	herbs,	she	lulled	the	serpent	to	sleep	while	Jason	grabbed	the	Golden	Fleece.	The	two	then	joined	the	other	Argonauts	and	sailed	away	from	Colchis.[17]Aeetes	soon	realized	that	he	had	been	betrayed	and	wasted	no	time	in	pursuing	the	Argonauts.	He	almost	caught	them,	too—but	Medea	devised	a	gruesome	plan	to
distract	her	father	by	murdering	his	son	(and	her	brother)	Apsyrtus.	In	one	version,	Medea	took	Apsyrtus	with	her	when	she	left	with	the	Argonauts,	then	killed	him,	cut	up	his	body,	and	threw	the	pieces	into	the	sea.	Aeetes’	men	were	slowed	down	as	they	stopped	to	collect	the	pieces	of	the	boy’s	body,	which	bought	the	Argonauts	enough	time	to
make	their	getaway.[18]In	another	version,	it	was	Apsyrtus	who	led	the	Colchians	in	their	pursuit	of	Jason	and	Medea.	Knowing	that	Apsyrtus	would	catch	them	eventually,	Medea	lured	him	onto	a	small	island.	She	then	distracted	him	while	Jason	snuck	up	on	him	and	killed	him.[19]CirceAfter	they	had	put	some	distance	between	themselves	and
Aeetes,	the	Argonauts	were	tossed	about	by	terrible	storms.	These	storms,	they	learned,	had	been	sent	by	the	gods,	who	were	angry	at	them	for	murdering	Apsyrtus.	Thus,	the	Argonauts	sailed	to	the	island	of	Medea’s	aunt	Circe,	a	minor	goddess	and	powerful	sorceress,	to	be	purified	of	their	blood-guilt.[20]Illustration	of	Medea	and	Jason	seeking
purification	from	Circe.	Drawn	by	Willy	Pogány	for	Padraic	Colum's	The	Golden	Fleece	and	the	Heroes	Who	Lived	Before	Achilles	(1920).FlickrPublic	DomainThe	Island	of	the	PhaeaciansAfter	further	adventures,	including	an	encounter	with	the	dangerous	Sirens,	the	Argonauts	put	in	at	the	island	of	the	Phaecians.	The	Phaecians	were	ruled	by
Alcinous	and	his	wife	Arete.	It	was	here	that	the	Colchians	finally	caught	up	to	the	Argonauts.	But	Jason	and	Medea	were	able	to	dodge	Aeetes	once	again.	Arete	hastily	and	secretly	married	the	young	lovers.	Alcinous	then	refused	to	send	Medea	back	to	Aeetes	on	the	grounds	that	she	was	already	married.	The	Colchians	were	unable	to	do	anything
more,	and	the	Argonauts	sailed	away.[21]TalosThe	Argonauts’	final	struggle	was	their	encounter	with	Talos,	the	giant	guardian	of	Crete.	Made	of	solid	bronze,	Talos’	only	vulnerability	was	a	single	vein	that	ran	from	his	neck	to	his	ankle.	Talos	would	have	smashed	the	Argo	and	its	crew	had	it	not	been	for	Medea.	In	the	common	tradition,	Medea
enchanted	Talos	and	caused	him	to	graze	his	ankle	on	a	rock	so	that	he	cut	his	vein	and	bled	to	death.[22]Once	the	Argonauts	were	back	in	Greece,	Jason	and	Medea	returned	to	Jason’s	ancestral	kingdom	of	Iolcus.	There,	they	immediately	began	plotting	against	Jason’s	uncle	Pelias—the	usurper	of	Iolcus	and	the	person	who	had	sent	Jason	to	steal	the
Golden	Fleece	in	the	first	place.The	details	of	the	myth	differ	somewhat	across	the	various	traditions,	but	the	result	is	always	the	same:	Pelias	was	murdered	by	Medea.	As	the	story	goes,	Medea	managed	to	convince	Pelias	and	his	daughters	that	she	could	restore	the	aging	king’s	youth.[23]	As	proof,	she	put	on	a	demonstration.	She	selected	an	old
sheep,	cut	it	up	into	pieces,	and	boiled	it	in	a	cauldron	with	magical	herbs.	A	young	lamb	leapt	out.	Eager	to	obtain	the	same	results,	Pelias’	daughters	immediately	cut	up	their	father	and	tossed	him	into	the	cauldron.	But	Medea	did	not	add	the	magical	herbs,	and	so	Pelias	died.[24]This	act	horrified	the	people	of	Iolcus,	who	were	terrified	of	Medea’s
power.	She	and	Jason	were	thus	exiled	and	fled	to	Corinth.Jason	and	Medea	lived	as	husband	and	wife	for	several	years	and	had	a	number	of	children	together	(the	exact	number	varies	according	to	the	source).	But	eventually	Jason	decided	to	leave	Medea	for	a	younger	woman:	the	daughter	of	the	king	of	Corinth.Furious	at	being	spurned	after	all	she
had	done	for	Jason,	Medea	carried	out	a	terrible	revenge.	She	sent	a	poisoned	robe	to	Jason’s	new	bride,	which	burned	her	alive	as	soon	as	she	put	it	on.	When	her	father	tried	to	help	her,	he	was	burned	with	her.[25]In	the	most	familiar	version,	Medea	was	not	satisfied	even	after	Jason’s	bride	was	dead.	Wanting	to	hurt	her	wayward	husband	even
more,	she	also	murdered	the	children	she	had	by	Jason.[26]	But	in	another	(probably	older)	version,	Medea	simply	abandoned	her	children,	and	they	were	murdered	by	the	Corinthians	as	revenge	for	Medea’s	actions.[27]Medea	about	to	Kill	her	Children	by	Eugène	Delacroix	(1862).	Louvre	Museum,	Paris,	France.	Wikimedia	CommonsPublic
DomainAs	Jason	and	the	Corinthians	grappled	with	what	Medea	had	done,	she	made	her	escape.	Her	grandfather	Helios	sent	her	a	chariot	drawn	by	flying	dragons;	Medea	got	into	the	chariot	and	flew	away.After	running	away	from	Corinth,	Medea	came	to	Athens.[28]	There,	she	married	the	king,	Aegeus,	who	had	been	fighting	a	dynastic	war	for
many	years	and	who	still	had	no	heirs.	With	Medea,	Aegeus	finally	had	a	son.One	day,	a	stranger	came	to	Athens.	Though	Aegeus	did	not	recognize	him,	Medea	knew	that	this	was	Theseus,	the	son	Aegeus	had	conceived	with	the	Troezenian	princess	Aethra.	Fearing	that	Aegeus	would	make	Theseus	his	heir	instead	of	her	son,	Medea	tried	to	trick
Aegeus	into	killing	him.In	one	version,	Medea	had	Aegeus	send	Theseus	against	the	monstrous	Bull	of	Marathon,	hoping	the	bull	would	gore	him	to	death.	But	the	brave	and	strong	Theseus	succeeded	in	killing	the	bull,	thus	foiling	Medea’s	plan.[29]In	another	version,	Medea	told	Aegeus	that	Theseus	was	a	threat,	then	poisoned	his	food.	But	just	as
Theseus	was	about	to	consume	the	poison,	Aegeus	recognized	him	by	the	sword	he	was	carrying:	it	was	his	own	sword,	which	he	had	left	with	Aethra	at	Troezen.	He	immediately	stopped	Theseus	from	taking	the	poison.[30]After	Aegeus	recognized	Theseus	as	his	son,	Medea	again	fell	out	of	favor.	She	went	into	exile	for	the	last	time.What	happened	to
Medea	after	that	is	obscure.	In	some	accounts,	she	took	Medus	(usually	said	to	have	been	her	son	by	Aegeus)	to	the	Asian	steppes.	There,	Medus	became	a	great	conqueror	and	founded	a	kingdom,	which	he	named	Media	after	himself	and	his	mother.[31]In	another	account,	Medea	went	back	to	Colchis.	There,	she	learned	that	her	father	Aeetes	had
been	deposed	by	his	brother	Perses.	Medea	(or	Medus,	in	some	versions)	killed	Perses	and	restored	Aeetes	to	the	throne.[32]There	are	a	handful	of	other	scattered	myths	about	Medea.Red-figure	calyx	showing	Medea	fleeing	Corinth	on	a	chariot	drawn	by	flying	dragons.	Attributed	to	the	Policoro	Painter	(ca.	400	BCE).	Cleveland	Museum	of	Art,
Cleveland,	OH.	SailkoCC	BY-SA	3.0In	one	myth,	Medea’s	wanderings	brought	her	to	Italy.	There,	she	taught	the	Marrubians	how	to	charm	snakes.	She	was	subsequently	given	the	honorary	name	Anguitia	or	Angitia	(anguis	is	the	Latin	word	for	snake).[33]Another	myth	also	explored	Medea’s	connection	with	snakes.	This	time,	Medea	is	said	to	have
stopped	at	Absorus,	a	town	on	the	eastern	coast	of	the	Black	Sea	where	her	brother	Apsyrtus	had	been	buried.	The	town	was	overrun	with	snakes,	so	Medea	used	her	abilities	to	gather	them	and	put	them	in	Apsyrtus’	tomb.[34]In	yet	another	myth,	Medea	wound	up	in	Thessaly,	where	she	entered	a	beauty	contest	with	the	Nereid	Thetis,	Achilles’
mother.	The	contest	was	decided	by	the	Cretan	hero	Idomeneus,	who	judged	it	in	Thetis’	favor.	Medea	accused	Idomeneus	of	lying	and	laid	a	curse	on	him,	making	him	incapable	of	ever	telling	the	truth.[35]Eventually,	Medea	became	a	goddess	and	lived	eternally	among	the	greatest	figures	of	Greek	mythology	in	Elysium	or	the	Isles	of	the	Blessed.
Some	say	she	married	Achilles,	the	most	famous	of	the	heroes	who	fought	in	the	Trojan	War.[36]Medea	was	sometimes	regarded	as	a	goddess,	though	there	is	little	evidence	for	her	worship	in	the	ancient	Greek	world.	She	did	have	some	indirect	presence	in	Corinthian	cult,	however.	The	Corinthians	would	perform	annual	rituals	to	expiate	the	murder
of	Medea’s	children	(this	supported	the	version	of	the	myth	that	said	the	Corinthians,	rather	than	Medea,	were	responsible	for	killing	the	children).	Seven	boys	and	seven	girls	would	be	dressed	in	black	and	have	their	hair	cut.	They	would	then	spend	one	year	living	in	the	Temple	of	Hera	Acraea	(“Hera	of	the	Heights”),	where	the	Corinthians	believed
Medea’s	children	had	met	their	end.[37]Medea	has	made	numerous	appearances	in	modern	pop	culture.	In	literature,	she	has	inspired	a	number	of	novels,	including	H.	M.	Hoover’s	The	Dawn	Palace:	The	Story	of	Medea	(1988),	Percival	Everett’s	For	Her	Dark	Skin	(1990),	and	Christa	Wolf’s	Medea	(1993).	She	has	also	featured	in	plays	by	Peter	Kien
and	A.	R.	Gurney.In	visual	media,	Medea	is	perhaps	best	known	from	the	1963	film	Jason	and	the	Argonauts	or	the	2000	Hallmark	miniseries	of	the	same	name.	But	Medea	has	been	depicted	in	many	other	films	and	television	shows	as	well.Finally,	Medea	has	also	featured	in	video	games,	including	Rise	of	the	Argonauts	and	Fate/Grand	Order.Avi
Kapach	is	a	writer,	scholar,	and	educator	who	received	his	PhD	in	Classics	from	Brown	University	Perseus,	son	of	Zeus	and	the	Argive	princess	Danae,	was	a	Greek	hero	and	king	connected	with	the	Argolid.	Perseus’	numerous	exploits	included	beheading	Medusa,	saving	the	princess	Andromeda,	and	founding	the	city	of	Mycenae	and	the	Perseid
dynasty.Banished	from	Argos	before	he	was	born	(due	to	an	ominous	prophecy),	Perseus	grew	up	on	a	remote	island.	When	he	came	of	age,	he	was	sent	to	kill	the	Gorgon	Medusa,	a	monster	whose	gaze	turned	all	who	looked	upon	her	to	stone.	Later,	while	passing	through	Ethiopia,	Perseus	rescued	the	princess	Andromeda	from	a	sea	monster	and
made	her	his	wife.At	the	end	of	his	adventures,	Perseus	became	the	ruler	of	Mycenae	and	founded	the	important	dynasty	of	the	“Perseids.”	The	Greeks	of	the	Argolid	revered	Perseus	as	one	of	their	most	important	ancestral	heroes.Key	FactsPerseus	was	the	son	of	Zeus,	the	king	of	the	gods,	and	Danae,	a	mortal	princess	and	daughter	of	the	Argive
king	Acrisius.	Danae’s	father	was	told	by	an	oracle	that	he	was	destined	to	die	at	the	hands	of	his	grandson.	Thus,	he	locked	Danae	up	in	a	dungeon	to	prevent	her	from	ever	bearing	a	son.	But	Zeus	visited	Danae	as	a	shower	of	gold	dust,	and	Perseus	was	conceived	from	their	union.Danae	by	Artemisia	Gentileschi	(ca.	1612)Saint	Louis	Art	Museum,
St.	Louis,	MOPublic	DomainPerseus	was	conceived,	and	perhaps	born,	in	Argos,	the	homeland	of	his	mother	Danae.	But	when	his	grandfather	Acrisius	discovered	that	Danae	had	become	pregnant	despite	his	precautions,	he	locked	her	and	her	child	in	a	chest	and	threw	it	into	the	sea.	The	chest	floated	safely	to	the	island	of	Seriphos,	where	the
mother	and	son	were	taken	in	by	a	kindly	fisherman.Years	later,	after	accomplishing	various	heroic	feats,	Perseus	returned	to	the	Argolid	to	reclaim	his	birthright.	He	became	king	of	Mycenae	(or	Tiryns,	in	some	versions),	establishing	the	great	mythical	dynasty	of	the	Perseids.A	photo	of	the	Lions	Gate	in	MycenaeAndreas	TrepteCC	BY-SA	2.5Perseus
married	Andromeda,	an	Eastern	princess.	Andromeda’s	mother,	Cassiopeia,	had	offended	the	sea	gods	by	boasting	of	her	own	beauty;	as	punishment	for	this	arrogance,	she	was	made	to	sacrifice	her	daughter	to	the	gods.	Andromeda	was	thus	chained	to	a	cliff	on	the	seashore	to	be	devoured	by	a	sea	monster	sent	by	Poseidon.Perseus	happened	to	be
passing	by	at	this	time.	Seeing	the	beautiful	girl	chained	to	a	rock,	he	killed	the	sea	monster	and	returned	her	to	her	parents.	In	gratitude,	Cassiopeia	and	her	husband	Cepheus	gave	Andromeda	to	Perseus	in	marriage.Perseus	and	Andromeda	soon	traveled	to	Greece,	where	they	had	many	children.	They	are	remembered	as	the	ancestors	of	a	number
of	great	heroes,	including	Heracles.Detail	from	Perseus	and	Andromeda	by	Pierre	Mignard	I	(1679).	Cepheus	is	depicted	kissing	the	hand	of	Perseus	after	he	rescues	his	daughter	Andromeda.Louvre	Museum,	ParisPublic	DomainPerseus	was	sent	to	kill	Medusa	by	Polydectes,	the	king	of	Seriphos	(Polydectes	wanted	the	young	man	out	of	the	picture	so
he	could	marry	his	mother	Danae).	The	king	thought	that	Perseus	would	be	killed	on	his	mission,	since	Medusa	was	a	terrible	Gorgon	whose	gaze	turned	people	to	stone.But	Perseus	had	considerable	help	from	the	gods,	who	gave	him	the	tools	he	would	need	to	fight	Medusa:	an	adamant	sickle,	a	mirror-polished	shield,	winged	sandals,	Hades’	helmet
of	invisibility,	and	a	special	satchel	to	contain	the	Gorgon’s	head.	Thus	armed,	Perseus	beheaded	the	monster	and	brought	the	terrible	head	back	to	Polydectes—who	turned	to	stone	as	soon	as	he	looked	at	it.The	Death	of	Medusa	I	by	Edward	Burne-Jones	(1882)Southampton	City	Art	GalleryPublic	DomainThe	etymology	of	Perseus’	name	is	obscure.
An	ancient	folk	etymology	connected	the	name	“Perseus”	with	the	Persians,	as	he	was	sometimes	said	to	have	been	their	ancestor.[1]Scholars	in	the	eighteenth	and	nineteenth	centuries	often	believed	the	name	was	derived	from	the	Greek	verb	πέρθειν	(perthein,	"to	sack,	destroy"),	combined	with	the	ending	-eus,	which	is	common	in	many	early
Greek	names	(Theseus,	Prometheus,	etc.):	Perseus’	name	is	thus	translated	as	“the	destroyer.”[2]	Other	scholars	have	suggested	that	his	name	is	connected	with	the	underworld	goddess	Persephone[3]	or	even	with	the	Hittite	war	god	Pirwa.[4]	Experts	also	disagree	on	when	the	name	and	its	bearer	originated.	Martin	Nilsson	confidently	dated
Perseus	and	his	myths	to	the	Bronze	Age	(ca.	1600–1100	BCE),[5]	while	T.	P.	Howe	has	argued	that	the	name	and	the	hero	were	invented	later,	perhaps	during	the	Archaic	Period	(ca.	800–490	BCE).[6]		[PER-see-uhs]/ˈpɜːrsiəs,	-sjuːs/An	early	hero	and	a	famous	slayer	of	monsters,	Perseus	was	usually	represented	with	the	weapons	and	artifacts	he
received	from	the	gods	to	fight	Medusa:	an	unbreakable	sword,	a	helmet	of	invisibility,	a	mirror	shield,	winged	sandals,	and	a	magic	satchel.	In	ancient	and	modern	iconography,	he	is	often	shown	holding	the	head	of	Medusa,	which	he	wielded	to	turn	his	enemies	to	stone.Following	his	exploits,	Perseus	built	the	city	of	Mycenae.	Located	in	central
Greece	(in	the	northeast	corner	of	the	Peloponnese),	this	was	one	of	the	most	important	cities	in	Greek	mythology.	Perseus’	name	became	associated	with	the	powerful	Perseid	dynasty,	which	included	not	only	many	Mycenaean	kings	but	also	famous	heroes	such	as	Heracles.Perseus	was	a	son	of	Zeus,	the	ruler	of	the	Greek	gods.[7]	His	mother	was
Danae,	the	daughter	of	Acrisius,	king	of	Argos.	On	his	mother’s	side,	this	made	Perseus	a	descendant	of	the	first	ruling	dynasty	of	Argos,	which	traced	its	origin	to	the	river	god	Inachus.With	his	wife	Andromeda,	Perseus	had	many	children.	According	to	Apollodorus,	Perseus	had	six	sons	(Perses,	Alcaeus,	Sthenelus,	Heleus,	Mestor,	and	Electryon)[8]
and	one	daughter	(Gorgophone).[9]Like	many	of	the	children	Zeus	had	by	mortal	mothers,	Perseus’	early	years	were	tumultuous	and	unhappy.	Before	Perseus	was	born,	Acrisius,	the	king	of	Argos,	was	warned	that	he	would	one	day	be	killed	by	his	grandson.	Acrisius	therefore	imprisoned	his	only	child,	Danae,	to	prevent	her	from	ever	having	a
son.	But	Zeus	fell	in	love	with	the	beautiful	Danae	and	visited	her	as	a	shower	of	gold	dust.	Soon	after,	Danae	gave	birth	to	Perseus.[10]Acrisius,	still	fearful	of	the	prophecy	that	he	would	be	killed	by	his	grandson,	locked	Danae	and	the	baby	Perseus	in	a	chest,	which	he	threw	into	the	sea.	The	chest	floated	across	the	sea	for	many	days	until	it	finally
washed	ashore	on	the	island	of	Seriphos.	There,	Danae	and	Perseus	were	found	by	Dictys,	a	fisherman	and	the	brother	of	the	king	of	the	island,	Polydectes.	The	kindly	Dictys	took	in	Danae	and	helped	her	raise	Perseus.When	Perseus	had	grown	to	manhood,	Polydectes,	the	king	of	Seriphos,	fell	in	love	with	Danae.	Danae,	however,	did	not	wish	to
marry	Polydectes,	and	Perseus	protected	his	mother	from	Polydectes’	unwanted	advances.	Polydectes	then	began	plotting	to	get	rid	of	Perseus.	One	day,	Polydectes	held	a	large	banquet	at	which	each	guest	was	ordered	to	bring	him	a	gift.	Of	Perseus,	Polydectes	demanded	the	head	of	Medusa.	This	was	regarded	as	a	nearly	impossible	task:	Medusa
was	one	of	the	three	monsters	known	as	the	Gorgons,	whose	heads	were	ringed	by	snakes	instead	of	hair	and	whose	gaze	turned	people	to	stone.	Not	shrinking	from	the	daunting	task,	Perseus	promised	to	bring	Polydectes	the	head	of	Medusa.In	his	quest	for	Medusa,	Perseus	was	guided	by	the	goddess	Athena,	the	daughter	of	Zeus	and	thus	his
divine	half-sister.	Athena	explained	to	him	that	only	the	Hesperides,	the	maidens	guarding	the	grove	of	Hera,	could	tell	him	where	to	find	Medusa	and	the	Gorgons.	But	first,	Perseus	needed	to	find	the	Hesperides.	Instructed	by	Athena,	Perseus	visited	the	Graiae,	the	sisters	of	the	Gorgons,	to	learn	the	whereabouts	of	the	Hesperides.	The	Graiae	were



three	old	women	who	shared	a	single	eye	between	them.	Perseus	sneaked	up	on	the	Graiae	and	snatched	away	their	one	eye,	which	he	agreed	to	give	back	only	after	they	told	him	where	to	find	the	Hesperides.	When	Perseus	reached	the	Hesperides,	he	was	given	a	special	satchel	that	could	safely	carry	Medusa’s	head.	The	other	gods	also	helped
supply	Perseus	for	his	quest:	from	Athena,	he	received	a	shield	with	a	polished	face;	from	his	father,	Zeus,	he	received	an	unbreakable	sickle;	from	Hades,	he	received	a	helmet	that	rendered	him	invisible;	finally,	from	Hermes,	he	received	winged	sandals.Vase	painting	showing	Perseus	beheading	a	sleeping	Medusa,	attributed	to	Polygnotus	(450–440
BCE).	Perseus	looks	to	Athena	and	away	from	Medusa	to	avoid	turning	into	stone.	Metropolitan	Museum	of	ArtPublic	DomainThus	equipped,	Perseus	went	to	the	cave	of	the	Gorgons.	When	he	found	Medusa,	he	was	able	to	approach	her	without	turning	to	stone	by	looking	at	her	reflection	in	Athena’s	shield.	He	then	cut	off	Medusa’s	head	using	Zeus’
sword.	When	Medusa’s	blood	spilled	to	the	earth,	the	winged	horse	Pegasus	and	his	brother	Chrysaor	were	born.	Using	Hades’	helmet	of	invisibility,	Perseus	snatched	away	Medusa’s	severed	head	and	escaped.			As	Perseus	made	his	way	home,	he	passed	through	Ethiopia.	There,	he	witnessed	a	strange	and	terrible	scene:	a	beautiful	young	girl	was
bound	naked	to	a	rock,	waiting	for	a	sea	monster	to	emerge	from	the	depths	and	devour	her.	Cassiopeia,	the	queen	of	Ethiopia,	had	boasted	that	she	was	more	beautiful	than	the	fifty	daughters	of	the	sea	deity	Nereus.[11]	This	angered	Poseidon,	who	brought	destruction	on	Ethiopia	and	would	only	be	appeased	if	Cassiopeia	sacrificed	her	daughter
Andromeda	to	him.	Andromeda	was	thus	left	in	chains	at	the	sea’s	edge	for	Poseidon’s	sea	monster	Cetus.This	was	the	scene	that	was	unfolding	as	Perseus	arrived	in	Ethiopia.	Approaching	Cassiopeia	and	her	husband	Cepheus,	the	king	of	Ethiopia,	Perseus	offered	to	save	Andromeda’s	life	in	exchange	for	her	hand	in	marriage.	Cassiopeia	and
Cepheus	agreed	(though	no	version	of	the	myth	explains	why	they	abandoned	their	plans	for	sacrifice).	Perseus	subsequently	killed	Cetus	and	set	Andromeda	free.Perseus	and	Andromeda	by	Jan	Keynooghe	(1561).	MauritshuisPublic	DomainThe	wedding	of	Perseus	and	Andromeda	was	disturbed,	however,	by	the	arrival	of	her	uncle	Phineus,	who	had
originally	been	engaged	to	Andromeda.	A	quarrel	erupted.	In	the	end,	Perseus	turned	Phineus	and	his	supporters	to	stone	by	displaying	Medusa’s	head.Perseus	finally	came	back	to	Seriphos	with	his	new	bride,	only	to	find	that	Polydectes	had	continued	to	pursue	his	mother,	Danae.	Perseus	decided	to	end	Polydectes’	unwanted	advances	once	and	for
all.	Going	to	Polydectes’	palace,	Perseus	showed	the	lecherous	king	the	“gift”	he	himself	had	requested:	the	head	of	Medusa.	Polydectes,	disbelieving,	looked	at	the	Gorgon’s	head	and	turned	to	stone.The	Wedding	of	Perseus	Interrupted	by	Phineus	by	Hugues	Taraval	(1767)Wikimedia	CommonsPublic	DomainAfter	setting	up	Dictys	as	king	of	Seriphos
in	place	of	his	brother	Polydectes,	Perseus	returned	to	Argos,	the	kingdom	of	his	grandfather	Acrisius.	When	Acrisius	learned	of	Perseus’	return,	however,	he	fled	the	city,	still	dreading	the	prophecy	that	had	predicted	he	would	be	killed	by	his	grandson.	While	Perseus	was	taking	part	in	athletic	games	in	the	city	of	Larissa,	he	threw	a	discus,	which
struck	an	old	man	in	the	audience	and	killed	him	immediately.	Later	it	was	discovered	that	the	victim	was	none	other	than	his	grandfather,	Acrisius,	thus	inadvertently	fulfilling	the	prophecy.	Saddened,	Perseus	buried	his	grandfather	and	gave	the	kingdom	of	Argos	to	his	cousin	Megapenthes.	According	to	many	traditions,	Perseus	then	ascended	the
throne	of	Tiryns	and	founded	the	city	of	Mycenae.[12]	He	would	become	famous	for	building	the	formidable	walls	of	Mycenae,	made	of	boulders	fitted	tightly	together	without	mortar.	These	fortifications,	which	are	still	standing	today,	were	called	“Cyclopean”	in	antiquity	because	they	looked	like	they	could	only	have	been	built	by	the	giant
Cyclopes.Perseus	founded	the	powerful	House	of	Perseus,	which	supplied	generations	of	kings	and	heroes.	Through	the	children	he	had	with	Andromeda,	Perseus	became	the	ancestor	of	many	important	people,	including	the	Persians,	Heracles,	Helen	of	Troy,	and	the	Dioscuri	(Castor	and	Polydeuces).Perseus	was	sometimes	worshipped	as	a	hero	in
ancient	Greece.	The	earliest	evidence	of	his	cult	has	been	found	in	Mycenae:	an	inscription	from	the	late	sixth	century	BCE	mentions	“priestly	analysts”	of	Perseus	(an	obscure	term	probably	referring	to	record-keepers	who	also	performed	religious	functions).[13]	Pausanias,	a	geographer	who	lived	in	the	second	century	CE,	wrote	that	in	his	own	time
the	most	important	sanctuaries	to	Perseus	were	in	Seriphos	and	Athens.	He	also	described	an	altar	to	the	hero	on	the	road	from	Mycenae	to	Argos.[14]	However,	these	cults	do	not	seem	to	have	existed	before	the	Hellenistic	Period	(323–31	BCE).	Aside	from	these	scraps,	little	is	known	of	the	hero	worship	associated	with	Perseus.The	myth	of	Perseus
does	appear	in	contemporary	popular	culture,	even	if	Perseus	is	not	as	familiar	as	some	other	Greek	mythical	figures	(such	as	Heracles).	The	1981	film	Clash	of	the	Titans	(remade	in	2010)	is	loosely	adapted	from	the	myth	of	Perseus.	Percy	Jackson,	the	main	character	of	Rick	Riordan’s	book	series	Percy	Jackson	and	the	Olympians,	is	named	after
Perseus.In	his	modern	portrayals,	Perseus	is	generally	a	rather	one-dimensional	hero:	brave,	chivalrous,	determined,	noble.	This	is	more	or	less	in	line	with	Perseus’	representation	in	ancient	myth,	where	he	was	chiefly	motivated	by	a	desire	to	defend	the	weak	(his	mother,	Andromeda)	and	never	shrank	from	even	the	most	daunting	tasks.Avi	Kapach
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