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References	&	Edit	History	Facts	&	Stats	Geography	&	Travel	Countries	of	the	World	What	is	the	United	Kingdom?	Which	countries	are	part	of	the	United	Kingdom?	What	is	the	capital	city	of	the	United	Kingdom?	How	is	the	government	of	the	United	Kingdom	structured?	What	is	the	role	of	the	British	Monarchy	in	the	United	Kingdom?	How	did	the
United	Kingdom's	history	shape	its	current	form?	United	Kingdom,	island	country	located	off	the	northwestern	coast	of	mainland	Europe.	The	United	Kingdom	comprises	the	whole	of	the	island	of	Great	Britainwhich	contains	England,	Wales,	and	Scotlandas	well	as	the	northern	portion	of	the	island	of	Ireland.	The	name	Britain	is	sometimes	used	to
refer	to	the	United	Kingdom	as	a	whole.	The	capital	is	London,	which	is	among	the	worlds	leading	commercial,	financial,	and	cultural	centres.	Other	major	cities	include	Birmingham,	Liverpool,	and	Manchester	in	England,	Belfast	and	Londonderry	in	Northern	Ireland,	Edinburgh	and	Glasgow	in	Scotland,	and	Swansea	and	Cardiff	in	Wales.The	origins
of	the	United	Kingdom	can	be	traced	to	the	time	of	the	Anglo-Saxon	king	Athelstan,	who	in	the	early	10th	century	ce	secured	the	allegiance	of	neighbouring	Celtic	kingdoms	and	became	the	first	to	rule	what	previously	many	kings	shared	between	them,	in	the	words	of	a	contemporary	chronicle.	Through	subsequent	conquest	over	the	following
centuries,	kingdoms	lying	farther	afield	came	under	English	dominion.	Wales,	a	congeries	of	Celtic	kingdoms	lying	in	Great	Britains	southwest,	was	formally	united	with	England	by	the	Acts	of	Union	of	1536	and	1542.	Scotland,	ruled	from	London	since	1603,	formally	was	joined	with	England	and	Wales	in	1707	to	form	the	United	Kingdom	of	Great
Britain.	(The	adjective	British	came	into	use	at	this	time	to	refer	to	all	the	kingdoms	peoples.)	Ireland	came	under	English	control	during	the	1600s	and	was	formally	united	with	Great	Britain	through	the	Act	of	Union	of	1800.	The	republic	of	Ireland	gained	its	independence	in	1922,	but	six	of	Ulsters	nine	counties	remained	part	of	the	United	Kingdom
as	Northern	Ireland.	Relations	between	these	constituent	states	and	England	have	been	marked	by	controversy	and,	at	times,	open	rebellion	and	even	warfare.	These	tensions	relaxed	somewhat	during	the	late	20th	century,	when	devolved	assemblies	were	introduced	in	Northern	Ireland,	Scotland,	and	Wales.	Nonetheless,	even	with	the	establishment
of	a	power-sharing	assembly	after	referenda	in	both	Northern	Ireland	and	the	Irish	republic,	relations	between	Northern	Irelands	unionists	(who	favour	continued	British	sovereignty	over	Northern	Ireland)	and	nationalists	(who	favour	unification	with	the	republic	of	Ireland)	remained	tense	into	the	21st	century.	Audio	File:	Anthem	of	United	Kingdom
(see	article)	Head	Of	Government:	Prime	Minister:	Keir	Starmer	Capital:	London	Population:	(2025	est.)	69,414,000	Currency	Exchange	Rate:	1	USD	equals	0.736	British	pound	Head	Of	State:	Sovereign:	King	Charles	III	Form	Of	Government:	constitutional	monarchy	with	two	legislative	houses	(House	of	Lords	[7941];	House	of	Commons	[650])
Official	Languages:	English;	both	English	and	Scots	Gaelic	in	Scotland;	both	English	and	Welsh	in	Wales	Official	Religion:	See	footnote	2.	Official	Name:	United	Kingdom	of	Great	Britain	and	Northern	Ireland	Total	Area	(Sq	Km):	242,500	Total	Area	(Sq	Mi):	93,629	Monetary	Unit:	pound	sterling	()	Population	Rank:	(2025)	20	Population	Projection
2030:	70,338,000	Density:	Persons	Per	Sq	Mi:	(2025)	741.4	Density:	Person	Per	Sq	Km:	(2025)	286.2	Urban-Rural	Population:	Urban:	(2018)	83.4%	Rural:	(2018)	16.6%	Life	Expectancy	At	Birth:	Male:	(20212023)	78.8	years	Female:	(20212023)	82.8	years	Literacy:	Percentage	Of	Population	Age	15	And	Over	Literate:	Male:	(2006)	99%	Female:	(2006)
99%	Gni	(U.S.$	000,000):	(2023)	3,260,416	Gni	Per	Capita	(U.S.$):	(2023)	47,700	The	United	Kingdom	has	made	significant	contributions	to	the	world	economy,	especially	in	technology	and	industry.	Since	World	War	II,	however,	the	United	Kingdoms	most	prominent	exports	have	been	cultural,	including	literature,	theatre,	film,	television,	and
popular	music	that	draw	on	all	parts	of	the	country.	Perhaps	Britains	greatest	export	has	been	the	English	language,	now	spoken	in	every	corner	of	the	world	as	one	of	the	leading	international	mediums	of	cultural	and	economic	exchange.The	United	Kingdom	retains	links	with	parts	of	its	former	empire	through	the	Commonwealth.	It	also	benefits
from	historical	and	cultural	links	with	the	United	States	and	is	a	member	of	the	North	Atlantic	Treaty	Organization	(NATO).	Moreover,	the	United	Kingdom	became	a	member	of	the	European	Union	in	1973.	Many	Britons,	however,	were	sometimes	reluctant	EU	members,	holding	to	the	sentiments	of	the	great	wartime	prime	minister	Winston
Churchill,	who	sonorously	remarked,	We	see	nothing	but	good	and	hope	in	a	richer,	freer,	more	contented	European	commonalty.	But	we	have	our	own	dream	and	our	own	task.	We	are	with	Europe,	but	not	of	it.	We	are	linked,	but	not	comprised.	We	are	interested	and	associated,	but	not	absorbed.	Indeed,	in	June	2016,	in	a	referendum	on	whether
the	United	Kingdom	should	remain	in	the	EU,	52	percent	of	British	voters	chose	to	leave.	After	much	negotiation,	several	deadline	extensions,	prolonged	domestic	political	discord,	and	two	changes	of	prime	minister,	an	agreement	on	Brexit	(British	exit	from	the	EU)	was	reached	that	satisfied	both	the	EU	and	the	majority	of	Parliament.	Thus,	on
January	31,	2020,	the	United	Kingdom	would	become	the	first	country	to	withdraw	from	the	EU.	Ralph	Charles	Atkins	The	Editors	of	Encyclopaedia	Britannica	The	United	Kingdom	comprises	four	geographic	and	historical	partsEngland,	Scotland,	Wales,	and	Northern	Ireland.	The	United	Kingdom	contains	most	of	the	area	and	population	of	the
British	Islesthe	geographic	term	for	the	group	of	islands	that	includes	Great	Britain,	Ireland,	and	many	smaller	islands.	Together	England,	Wales,	and	Scotland	constitute	Great	Britain,	the	larger	of	the	two	principal	islands,	while	Northern	Ireland	and	the	republic	of	Ireland	constitute	the	second	largest	island,	Ireland.	England,	occupying	most	of
southern	Great	Britain,	includes	the	Isles	of	Scilly	off	the	southwest	coast	and	the	Isle	of	Wight	off	the	southern	coast.	Scotland,	occupying	northern	Great	Britain,	includes	the	Orkney	and	Shetland	islands	off	the	northern	coast	and	the	Hebrides	off	the	northwestern	coast.	Wales	lies	west	of	England	and	includes	the	island	of	Anglesey	to	the
northwest.	Which	Country	Is	Larger?	Quiz	Apart	from	the	land	border	with	the	Irish	republic,	the	United	Kingdom	is	surrounded	by	sea.	To	the	south	of	England	and	between	the	United	Kingdom	and	France	is	the	English	Channel.	The	North	Sea	lies	to	the	east.	To	the	west	of	Wales	and	northern	England	and	to	the	southeast	of	Northern	Ireland,	the
Irish	Sea	separates	Great	Britain	from	Ireland,	while	southwestern	England,	the	northwestern	coast	of	Northern	Ireland,	and	western	Scotland	face	the	Atlantic	Ocean.	At	its	widest	the	United	Kingdom	is	300	miles	(500	km)	across.	From	the	northern	tip	of	Scotland	to	the	southern	coast	of	England,	it	is	about	600	miles	(1,000	km).	No	part	is	more
than	75	miles	(120	km)	from	the	sea.	The	capital,	London,	is	situated	on	the	tidal	River	Thames	in	southeastern	England.	The	archipelago	formed	by	Great	Britain	and	the	numerous	smaller	islands	is	as	irregular	in	shape	as	it	is	diverse	in	geology	and	landscape.	This	diversity	stems	largely	from	the	nature	and	disposition	of	the	underlying	rocks,
which	are	westward	extensions	of	European	structures,	with	the	shallow	waters	of	the	Strait	of	Dover	and	the	North	Sea	concealing	former	land	links.	Northern	Ireland	contains	a	westward	extension	of	the	rock	structures	of	Scotland.	These	common	rock	structures	are	breached	by	the	narrow	North	Channel.	On	a	global	scale,	this	natural
endowment	covers	a	small	areaapproximating	that	of	the	U.S.	state	of	Oregon	or	the	African	country	of	Guineaand	its	internal	diversity,	accompanied	by	rapid	changes	of	often	beautiful	scenery,	may	convey	to	visitors	from	larger	countries	a	striking	sense	of	compactness	and	consolidation.	The	peoples	who,	over	the	centuries,	have	hewed	an
existence	from	this	Atlantic	extremity	of	Eurasia	have	put	their	own	imprint	on	the	environment,	and	the	ancient	and	distinctive	palimpsest	of	their	field	patterns	and	settlements	complements	the	natural	diversity.	Great	Britain	is	traditionally	divided	into	a	highland	and	a	lowland	zone.	A	line	running	from	the	mouth	of	the	River	Exe,	in	the	southwest,
to	that	of	the	Tees,	in	the	northeast,	is	a	crude	expression	of	this	division.	The	course	of	the	700-foot	(213-metre)	contour,	or	of	the	boundary	separating	the	older	rocks	of	the	north	and	west	from	the	younger	southeastern	strata,	provides	a	more	accurate	indication	of	the	extent	of	the	highlands.	What	makes	United	Kingdom	a	unique	country	to	travel
to?	Country	Description	The	United	Kingdom	of	Great	Britain	and	Northern	Ireland	is	a	highly	developed	constitutional	monarchy	composed	of	Great	Britain	(England,	Scotland,	and	Wales)	and	Northern	Ireland.	Read	the	Department	of	State	Fact	Sheet	on	the	United	Kingdom	(UK)	for	additional	information	on	U.S.-UK	relations.	Gibraltar	is	a	UK
Overseas	Territory	bordering	Spain,	located	at	the	southernmost	tip	of	Europe	at	the	entrance	to	the	Mediterranean	Sea;	it	is	one	of	13	former	British	colonies	that	have	elected	to	retain	political	ties	with	London.	Tourist	facilities	are	widely	available	throughout	the	United	Kingdom	and	Gibraltar.	Crime	The	United	Kingdom	and	Gibraltar	benefit	from
generally	low	crime	rates.	Overall	crime	rates	have	decreased	over	the	past	decade;	however,	according	to	Metropolitan	Police	statistics,	serious	crime	(i.e.	assault,	robbery,	burglary,	gun-enabled	crimes,	and	rape)	in	some	London	boroughs	has	increased.	As	with	any	major	metropolitan	city,	U.S.	citizens	are	urged	to	be	cautious	and	aware	of	their
surroundings.	Typical	criminal	incidents	include	pick	pocketing,	mugging,	and	snatch	and	grab	theft	of	mobile	phones,	watches,	and	jewelry.	Theft	of	bags	left	unattended	in	restaurants,	pubs,	hotel	lobbies	and	parked	cars	is	common.	Thieves	often	target	unattended	cars	parked	at	tourist	sites	and	roadside	restaurants,	looking	for	laptop	computers
and	handheld	electronic	equipment	-	especially	global	positioning	satellite	(GPS)	equipment.	Pickpockets	target	tourists,	especially	at	crowded	public	and	historic	sites,	restaurants,	and	bus	stops,	as	well	as	on	buses,	trains,	and	the	London	Underground.	U.S.	citizens	should	also	be	alert	to	other	criminal	schemes,	such	as	imposters	posing	as
undercover	police	officers	and	"fining"	tourists	for	bogus	minor	offenses	(littering	or	not	having	ID	documents,	for	example).	A	legitimate	Metropolitan	Police	Services	officer	will	never	demand	an	immediate	cash	payment	from	a	citizen	or	tourist.	You	should	avoid	walking	alone	in	isolated	areas,	including	public	parks,	especially	after	dark,	as	these
are	advantageous	venues	for	muggers	and	thieves.	You	should	be	especially	careful	using	underground	pedestrian	tunnels	at	night	or	when	there	is	little	foot	traffic.	As	a	general	rule,	either	walk	the	extra	distance	to	use	a	surface	crossing	or	wait	until	there	are	other	adult	pedestrians	entering	the	tunnel.	In	London,	you	should	use	only	licensed
Black	Cabs	or	car	services	recommended	by	hotels	or	tour	operators.	Unlicensed	taxis	or	private	cars	posing	as	taxis	may	offer	low	fares,	but	are	often	uninsured	and	may	have	unlicensed	drivers.	In	some	instances,	travelers	have	been	robbed	and/or	raped	while	using	these	cars.	You	can	access	7,000	licensed	Black	Cabs	using	one	telephone	number:
087-1871-8710.	This	taxi	booking	service	combines	all	six	of	Londons	radio	taxi	circuits,	allowing	you	to	telephone	24	hours	a	day	if	you	need	a	cab.	Alternatively,	to	find	a	licensed	minicab,	text	HOME	to	60835	on	your	mobile	phone	to	get	the	telephone	number	to	two	licensed	minicab	companies	in	the	area.	If	you	know	in	advance	when	you	will	be
leaving	for	home,	you	can	pre-book	your	return	journey.	The	Safe	Travel	at	Night	partnership	among	the	Metropolitan	Police,	Transport	for	London,	and	the	Mayor	of	London	maintains	a	website	with	additional	information	on	cabs	and	car	services.	Dont	leave	your	drink	unattended	in	bars	and	nightclubs.	There	have	been	some	instances	of	drinks
being	spiked	with	illegal	substances,	leading	to	incidents	of	robbery	and	rape.	U.S.	citizens	should	take	steps	to	ensure	the	safety	of	their	U.S.	passports.	Visitors	in	the	United	Kingdom	and	Gibraltar	are	not	expected	to	produce	identity	documents	for	police	authorities	and	thus	may	secure	their	passports	in	hotel	safes	or	residences.	ATM	Fraud:	You
dont	need	to	carry	a	passport	to	cash	a	travelers	check.	There	are	many	ATMs	that	link	to	U.S.	banking	networks.	When	using	ATMs	in	the	United	Kingdom,	you	should	use	the	same	common-sense	personal	security	measures	you	would	use	in	the	United	States.	ATM	fraud	in	the	United	Kingdom	is	very	sophisticated	and	incorporates	technologies	that
surreptitiously	record	customer	ATM	card	and	PIN	information.	Avoid	using	ATMs	that	look	in	any	way	temporary	in	structure	or	location,	or	are	located	in	isolated	areas.	Be	aware	that	in	busy	public	areas,	thieves	use	distraction	techniques,	such	as	waiting	until	the	PIN	has	been	entered	and	then	pointing	to	money	on	the	ground	or	attempting	to
hand	out	a	free	newspaper.	When	the	ATM	user	is	distracted,	a	colleague	will	quickly	withdraw	cash	and	leave.	If	you	are	distracted	in	any	way,	cancel	the	transaction	immediately.	Dont	use	an	ATM	if	there	is	anything	attached	to	the	machine	or	if	it	looks	unusual	in	any	way.	If	the	machine	does	not	return	your	card,	report	the	incident	to	the	issuing
bank	immediately.	If	you	need	to	visit	an	ATM	always	try	to	use	the	machines	inside	the	bank,	as	they	are	monitored	by	CCTV	and	are	the	least	likely	to	be	targeted	by	thieves.	Dont	buy	counterfeit	and	pirated	goods,	even	if	they	are	widely	available.	Not	only	are	the	bootlegs	illegal	to	bring	back	into	the	United	States,	but	you	may	also	be	breaking
local	law.	Scams:	Financial	crimes	conducted	over	the	Internet	have	increased	dramatically	in	the	United	Kingdom	as	scammers	attempt	to	convince	you	to	send	them	money.	These	fraudulent	schemes	can	include	lotteries,	online	dating/social	networking	services,	inheritance	notices,	work	permits/job	offers,	bank	overpayments,	or	schemes	that
make	it	appear	you	are	helping	a	loved	one	or	a	friend	in	trouble.	In	many	cases,	scammers	troll	the	Internet	for	victims,	and	spend	weeks	or	months	building	a	relationship.	Once	they	have	gained	their	victim's	trust,	the	scammers	create	a	false	situation	and	ask	for	money.	Scammers	can	be	very	clever	and	deceptive,	creating	sad	and	believable
stories	that	will	make	you	want	to	send	them	money.	A	current	scheme	involves	someone	posing	as	a	member	of	U.S.	Special	Forces	who	establishes	a	romantic	relationship	via	online	dating	services,	and	then	starts	to	ask	for	money	once	that	relationship	is	established.A	number	of	U.S.	citizens	are	lured	to	the	United	Kingdom	each	year	in	the	belief
that	they	have	won	a	lottery	or	have	inherited	from	the	estate	of	a	long-lost	relative.	U.S.	citizens	may	also	be	contacted	by	persons	with	whom	they	have	become	acquainted	over	the	Internet	or	even	receive	an	email	purportedly	from	a	friend	or	family	member	who	now	need	funds	urgently	to	pay	for	hospital	treatment,	hotel	bills,	taxes,	or	airline
security	fees.	Invariably,	the	person	contacted	becomes	a	victim	of	fraud.	If	you	receive	an	email	from	family	or	friends	requesting	assistance	you	should	first	try	calling	them,	as	that	person	may	not	know	their	e-mail	account	has	been	hacked.You	should	view	any	unsolicited	invitations	to	travel	to	the	United	Kingdom	to	collect	winnings	or	an
inheritance	with	skepticism.	Many	of	these	e-mails	will	contain	grammatical	and	spelling	errors.	Also,	there	are	no	licenses	or	fees	required	when	transiting	a	UK	airport,	emergency	medical	treatment	is	never	withheld	pending	payment	of	fees,	and	hotels	in	the	UK	will	not	detain	guests	for	lack	of	funds	without	involving	the	police.	A	claim	that	a
hospital	or	hotel	will	not	let	someone	depart	until	their	bill	is	settled	is	usually	a	red	flag	for	a	scam.	Criminal	Penalties	While	you	are	traveling	in	the	United	Kingdom,	you	are	subject	to	its	laws	even	if	you	are	a	U.S.	citizen.	Foreign	laws	and	legal	systems	can	be	vastly	different	than	our	own.	If	you	break	local	laws	in	the	United	Kingdom,	your	U.S.
passport	wont	help	you	avoid	arrest	or	prosecution.	Its	very	important	to	know	whats	legal	and	whats	not	where	you	are	going.	Penalties	for	possessing,	using,	or	trafficking	in	illegal	drugs	in	the	United	Kingdom	are	severe,	and	convicted	offenders	can	expect	long	jail	sentences	and	heavy	fines.	Engaging	in	sexual	conduct	with	children	or	using	or
disseminating	child	pornography	in	a	foreign	country	is	a	crime	prosecutable	in	the	United	States.	Many	pocket	knives	and	other	blades,	and	mace	or	pepper	spray	canisters,	although	legal	in	the	United	States,	are	illegal	in	the	United	Kingdom	and	will	result	in	arrest	and	confiscation	if	detected.	Please	refer	to	A	UK	Customs	Guide,"	detailing	which
items	visitors	are	prohibited	from	bringing	into	the	United	Kingdom.	Air	travelers	to	and	from	the	United	Kingdom	should	be	aware	that	penalties	against	alcohol-related	and	other	in-flight	crimes	(air	rage)	are	stiff	and	are	being	enforced	with	prison	sentences.	Please	also	see	our	information	on	customs	regulations	that	pertain	when	returning	to	the
United	States.	Drivers	of	non-UK-registered	vehicles	may	have	to	provide	an	on-the-spot	deposit	of	up	to	900	pounds	(approximately	$1400)	if	stopped	for	a	motoring	offense.	If	the	driver	cannot	pay	due	to	lack	of	cash	or	credit,	the	vehicle	may	be	impounded	until	payment	is	made,	and	a	release	fee	will	be	charged	in	addition	to	the	deposit.	Non-UK-
resident	drivers	charged	with	motoring	offenses	are	often	unable	to	provide	a	verifiable	address	where	a	summons	(subpoena)	to	appear	in	court	can	be	delivered	and/or	enforced,	or	fail	to	return	for	court	if	released	on	bail.	U.S.	citizens	may	be	detained	and	arrested	if	they	cannot	provide	a	UK	address	to	receive	a	subpoena	or	are	about	to	depart
the	United	Kingdom	and	have	to	be	brought	to	court	quickly	for	a	motoring	offense.	If	alleged	offenders	attend	court	and	are	found	not	guilty,	the	deposit	is	returned.UK	authorities	nearly	always	promptly	notify	the	U.S.	Embassy	or	a	consulate	if	a	U.S.	citizen	is	detained	or	arrested	in	the	UK,	but	to	ensure	the	State	Department	is	aware	of	your
circumstances,	request	that	the	police	and	prison	officials	notify	the	U.S.	Embassy	or	nearest	consulate	as	soon	as	you	are	arrested	or	detained	in	the	UK.	Languages	English	Medical	Facilities	and	Health	Information	While	medical	services	are	widely	available,	free	care	under	the	National	Health	System	(NHS)	is	allowed	only	for	UK	residents	and
certain	EU	nationals.	Tourists	and	short-term	visitors	will	be	charged	for	medical	treatment	in	the	United	Kingdom.	Charges	may	be	significantly	higher	than	those	assessed	in	the	United	States.	Travelers	to	the	United	Kingdom	should	ensure	they	have	adequate	medical	insurance	to	cover	the	cost	of	any	treatment	received	-	please	see	additional
insurance	information	below.	You	can	find	detailed	information	on	vaccinations	and	other	health	precautions	on	the	Centers	for	Disease	Control	and	Prevention	(CDC)	website.	For	information	about	outbreaks	of	infectious	diseases	abroad,	consult	the	World	Health	Organization	(WHO)	website,	which	also	contains	additional	health	information	for
travelers,	including	detailed	country-specific	health	information.Hiking	in	higher	elevations	can	be	treacherous.	Several	people	die	each	year	while	hiking,	particularly	in	Scotland,	often	due	to	sudden	changes	in	weather.	We	encourage	visitors,	including	experienced	hikers,	to	discuss	their	intended	routes	with	local	residents	familiar	with	the	area
and	to	adhere	closely	to	recommendations.	Safety	and	Security	The	United	Kingdom	is	politically	stable	and	has	a	modern	infrastructure,	but	shares	with	the	rest	of	the	world	an	increased	threat	of	terrorist	incidents	of	international	origin,	as	well	as	the	potential	for	isolated	violence	related	to	the	political	situation	in	Northern	Ireland.	Like	the	United
States,	the	United	Kingdom	shares	its	national	threat	levels	with	the	general	public	to	keep	everyone	informed	and	explain	the	context	for	the	various	increased	security	measures	that	may	be	encountered.	The	UK	Home	Office	posts	UK	threat	levels	on	its	website.	The	UK	Security	Service,	commonly	known	as	MI5,	publishes	through	its	website
specific	reasons	for	any	changes	in	the	threat	level	and	recommended	actions	for	the	public.	U.S.	citizens	should	check	with	the	UK	Department	for	Transport	for	the	latest	security	updates	and	carry-on	luggage	restrictions.	In	the	past	several	years,	extremists	have	targeted	and	attacked	public	transportation	infrastructure	in	European	cities	such	as
London,	Madrid,	Glasgow,	and	Moscow,	demonstrating	that	terrorists	continue	to	take	an	active	interest	in	targeting	this	sector.	The	British	Home	Secretary	has	urged	UK	citizens	to	be	alert	and	vigilant.	For	example,	travelers	are	encouraged	to	keep	an	eye	out	for	suspect	packages	or	people	acting	suspiciously	on	buses,	on	the	subway	(called	the
Tube	or	Underground),	at	train	stations,	and	at	airports,	and	to	report	anything	suspicious	to	the	appropriate	authorities.	U.S.	citizens	should	remain	vigilant	with	regard	to	their	personal	security	and	to	exercise	caution.	As	has	been	widely	reported	in	the	press,	UK	law	enforcement	authorities	have	taken	action	to	guard	against	a	terrorist	attack,
underscoring	in	their	public	statements	that	the	police	are	using	a	range	of	tactics	to	mitigate	the	threat.	For	more	information	about	UK	public	safety	initiatives,	consult	the	UK	Civil	Contingencies	Secretariat	website.	The	political	situation	in	Northern	Ireland	has	improved	substantially	since	the	days	of	the	Troubles,	with	the	successful	completion
of	a	four-year	term	by	the	Northern	Ireland	Assembly	in	2011	and	the	devolution	of	policing	and	justice	authorities	to	the	Assembly	in	2010.	Overall,	rates	of	violent	crime	are	very	low	in	Northern	Ireland.	Nevertheless,	the	Police	Service	of	Northern	Ireland	assesses	the	dissident	republican	threat	in	Northern	Ireland	to	be	severe.	Dissident
republican	groups	have	been	the	main	sources	of	a	modest	rise	in	the	number	of	security	incidents	in	recent	years.	Attacks	by	these	groups	have	focused	primarily	on	police	and	military	targets,	and	involved	the	use	of	firearms	and	explosives.	Attacks	have	targeted	the	private	vehicles	and	homes	of	security	personnel,	police	stations,	and	other	justice
sector	buildings,	increasing	the	potential	for	travelers	to	be	caught	in	the	wrong	place	at	the	wrong	time.	Separately,	demonstrations	from	December	2012	to	February	2013	resulted	in	sporadic	street	violence,	mainly	directed	at	police.	Tensions	may	be	heightened	during	the	summer	marching	season	(April	to	August),	particularly	during	the	month
of	July	(around	the	July	12th	public	holiday).	Even	demonstrations	intended	to	be	peaceful	can	turn	confrontational	and	possibly	escalate	into	violence.	You	should	avoid	the	areas	of	demonstrations	if	possible,	and	be	careful	within	the	vicinity	of	any	demonstrations.	You	should	stay	current	with	media	coverage	of	local	events	and	be	aware	of	your
surroundings	at	all	times.The	phone	number	for	police/fire/ambulance	emergency	services	the	equivalent	of	911	in	the	United	States	is	999	in	the	United	Kingdom	and	112	in	Gibraltar.	You	should	also	use	this	number	to	report	warnings	about	possible	bombs	or	other	immediate	threats.	The	UK	Anti-Terrorist	Hotline,	at	0800-789-321,	is	available	for
tips	and	confidential	information	about	possible	terrorist	activity.	Traffic	Safety	and	Road	Conditions	While	in	the	United	Kingdom,	U.S.	citizens	may	encounter	road	conditions	that	differ	significantly	from	those	in	the	United	States.	UK	penalties	for	driving	under	the	influence	of	even	minimal	amounts	of	alcohol	or	drugs	are	stiff	and	often	result	in
prison	sentences.	In	contrast	to	U.S.	and	continental	European	traffic,	which	moves	on	the	right	side	of	the	road,	UK	traffic	moves	on	the	left.	Visitors	uncomfortable	with	or	intimidated	by	the	prospect	of	driving	on	the	left	side	of	the	road	may	wish	to	use	the	United	Kingdoms	extensive	bus,	rail,	and	air	transport	networks.	Roads	in	the	United
Kingdom	are	generally	excellent	but	are	narrow	and	often	congested	in	urban	areas.	If	you	plan	to	drive	while	in	the	United	Kingdom,	you	may	wish	to	obtain	a	copy	of	the	Highway	Code,	available	for	purchase	at	most	UK	bookstores.	It	is	illegal	to	operate	a	motor	vehicle	in	the	UK	while	you	are	using	a	hand-held	cell	phone	or	similar	device,
including	a	Personal	Data	Assistant	(PDA)	that	incorporates	a	cell	phone.	Hands-free	phones	may	be	used.	Use	of	cell	phones	and	hand-held	communication	devices	while	driving	can	lead	to	a	substantial	fine,	and	in	the	event	of	an	accident,	could	result	in	a	jail	sentence.	The	maximum	speed	limit	on	highways/motorways	in	the	United	Kingdom	is	70
mph.	Motorways	generally	have	a	hard	shoulder	(breakdown	lane)	on	the	far	left,	defined	by	a	solid	white	line.	It	is	illegal	to	stop	or	park	on	a	hard	shoulder	unless	it	is	an	emergency.	In	such	cases,	you	should	activate	your	hazard	lights,	get	out	of	your	vehicle,	and	go	onto	an	embankment	for	safety.	Emergency	call	boxes	(orange	telephone	booths
with	SOS	printed	on	them)	may	be	found	at	half-mile	intervals	along	the	motorway.	White	and	blue	poles	placed	every	100	yards	along	the	motorway	point	in	the	direction	of	the	nearest	call	box.	Emergency	call	boxes	dial	directly	to	a	motorway	center.	It	is	best	to	use	these	phones	rather	than	a	personal	cell	phone,	because	motorway	center
personnel	will	immediately	know	the	location	of	a	call	received	from	an	emergency	call	box.	Roadside	towing	services	may	cost	approximately	150	(approximately	$240).	However,	membership	fees	of	automotive	associations	such	as	the	RAC	(Royal	Automobile	Club)	or	AA	(Automobile	Association)	often	include	free	roadside	towing	service.	Travelers
intending	to	rent	cars	in	the	United	Kingdom	should	make	sure	they	are	adequately	insured.	U.S.	auto	insurance	is	not	always	valid	outside	the	United	States,	and	travelers	may	wish	to	purchase	supplemental	insurance,	which	is	generally	available	from	most	major	rental	agents.	Authorities	impose	a	congestion	charge	on	all	cars	entering	much	of
central	London	Monday	through	Friday	from	7:00	a.m.	to	6:00	p.m.	Information	on	the	congestion	charge	can	be	found	on	the	Transport	for	London	website.Public	transport	in	the	United	Kingdom	is	excellent	and	extensive.	Information	on	disruptions	to	London	transportation	services	can	be	found	on	the	Transport	for	London	website.	Information
about	the	status	of	National	Rail	Services	can	be	found	on	the	National	Rail	Enquiries	website.	Information	on	bus	and	train	services	in	Northern	Ireland	can	be	found	on	the	Translink	website.	Information	on	bus	and	train	services	in	Scotland	can	be	found	on	the	Traveline	Scotland	website.	Many	U.S.	citizen	pedestrians	are	injured,	some	fatally,
every	year	in	the	United	Kingdom	because	they	forget	that	oncoming	traffic	approaches	from	the	opposite	direction	than	in	the	United	States.	You	should	exercise	extra	care	when	crossing	streets;	remember	to	remain	alert	and	look	both	ways	before	stepping	into	the	street.	United	Kingdom	of	Great	Britain	and	Northern	Ireland	Flag	Royal	coat	of
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Summer	Time,	WEST)Date	formatdd/mm/yyyyyy-mm-dd(AD)[12]Mains	electricity230	V50	HzDriving	sideleft[note	8]Calling	code+44[note	9]ISO	3166	codeGBInternet	TLD.uk[note	10]The	United	Kingdom	of	Great	Britain	and	Northern	Ireland,	often	shortened	to	the	United	Kingdom	(UK),	or	just	Britain,	is	a	sovereign	country	in	Western	Europe.	It	is	a
constitutional	monarchy	of	four	countries	which	were	once	separate:	England,	Wales,	Scotland	and	Northern	Ireland.	The	UK	borders	Ireland.It	is	part	of	the	United	Nations,	the	Commonwealth	of	Nations,	NATO,	the	G7,	and	formerly	the	European	Union.	It	had	the	sixth	largest	economy	in	the	world	by	nominal	GDP	in	2019.About	95	percent	of	the
UK's	population	are	English	speakers.[13]	5.5	per	cent	of	the	population	speak	languages	brought	to	the	UK	as	a	result	of	relatively	recent	immigration.[13]The	UK	has	many	cities.	London	is	the	largest	city	in	the	UK	and	is	the	capital	city.	There	are	also	other	large	cities	in	England	such	as	Birmingham,	Manchester,	Liverpool,	Leeds,	Bristol	and
Newcastle	upon	Tyne.	Scotland	has	the	large	cities	of	Edinburgh	and	Glasgow.	Cardiff	and	Swansea	are	in	Wales	and	Derry	and	Belfast	are	in	Northern	Ireland.Between	the	17th	and	mid	20th-centuries,	Britain	became	a	world	power.	It	became	a	colonial	empire	that	controlled	large	areas	of	Africa,	Asia,	North	America	and	Oceania.[14]	At	its	height
in	1922,	more	than	458	million	people	lived	in	the	British	Empire,	one-fifth	of	the	Earth's	population.	Its	area	was	13,012,000	square	miles:	almost	a	quarter	of	the	Earth's	land	area.	The	Empire	was	sometimes	called	'the	Empire	on	which	the	Sun	never	sets',	meaning	it	is	always	daytime	someplace	in	the	Empire.	Many	countries	left	and	became
independent	from	the	Empire	in	the	20th	century,	although	Britain	keeps	links	with	most	countries	of	its	former	empire	and	also	still	controls	fourteen	colonies.See	also:	History	of	the	United	KingdomStonehenge	on	Salisbury	Plain,	in	southern	Great	BritainHumans	have	lived	in	Britain	for	almost	a	million	years.	They	did	not	live	there	all	the	time,
probably	because	the	climate	was	too	extreme	at	times.Archaeological	remains	show	that	the	first	group	of	modern	people	to	live	in	the	British	Isles	were	hunter-gatherers	after	the	last	ice	age	ended.[15]	The	date	is	not	known:	perhaps	as	early	as	8000BC	but	certainly	by	5000BC.	They	built	mesolithic	wood	and	stone	monuments.	Stonehenge	was
built	between	3000	and	1600BC.[16]	Celtic	tribes	arrived	from	mainland	Europe.	Britain	was	a	changing	collection	of	tribal	areas,	with	no	overall	leader.	Julius	Caesar	tried	to	invade	(take	over)	the	island	in	55BC	but	was	not	able	to	do	so.	The	Romans	successfully	invaded	in	43AD.[17]Written	history	began	in	Britain	when	writing	was	brought	to
Britain	by	the	Romans.	Rome	ruled	in	Britain	from	44AD	to	410AD.	They	ruled	the	southern	two-thirds	of	Great	Britain.	The	Romans	never	took	over	Ireland	and	never	fully	controlled	Scotland,	the	land	north	of	the	valleys	of	the	River	Forth	and	River	Clyde.	Their	northern	border	varied	from	time	to	time	and	was	marked	sometimes	at	Hadrian's	Wall
(in	modern	England),	sometimes	at	the	Antonine	Wall	(in	modern	Scotland).After	the	Romans,	waves	of	immigrants	came	to	Britain.	Some	were	German	tribes:	the	Angles,	Saxons	and	Jutes.	Others	were	Celts,	like	the	Scoti,	who	came	to	Great	Britain	from	Ireland.	English	and	Scots	are	Germanic	languages.	They	developed	from	Old	English.	This	was
spoken	by	the	Anglo-Saxons	in	an	area	from	the	River	Forth	to	the	River	Tamar.A	later	wave	of	immigration	was	that	of	the	Vikings,	during	the	Early	Middle	Ages	or	Viking	Age.	During	the	Viking	invasion	of	Britain,	they	set	up	their	own	kingdom	in	north-western	England,	which	the	Anglo-Saxons	named	the	"Danelaw",	after	the	Danes	who	lived	there
and	controlled	the	land.	Vikings	from	Scandinavia	also	controlled	most	of	the	islands	which	are	now	part	of	Scotland,	including	the	Outer	Hebrides,	the	Inner	Hebrides,	and	the	Northern	Isles	(the	Shetland	Islands	and	the	Orkney	Islands).	After	a	long	period	when	Anglo-Saxon	England	was	split	into	various	kingdoms,	it	was	made	into	one	kingdom	by
thelstan	(Athelstan)	in	945	AD.	In	the	13th	century,	the	lands	of	Wales	were	unified	by	force	with	England	by	the	wars	of	Edward	I	of	England	("Edward	Longshanks").There	were	hundreds	of	years	of	fighting	between	both	kingdoms	of	Great	Britain.	In	1603,	when	Queen	Elizabeth	I	of	England	died,	her	closest	relative	was	King	James	VI	of	Scotland.
He	became	king	of	England	and	Ireland	as	well	as	the	king	of	Scotland.	The	kingdoms	of	England,	Ireland,	and	Scotland	had	the	same	monarch	ever	since.	James	VI	and	I	was	the	first	to	be	named	"King	of	Great	Britain",	and	he	ordered	the	design	of	the	Union	Jack.	The	Union	Jack	has	been	the	British	national	flag	ever	since.In	1707,	the	Parliaments
of	England	and	Scotland	agreed	on	the	Treaty	of	Union,	which	joined	the	two	countries	into	one	country	called	the	United	Kingdom	of	Great	Britain	under	Queen	Anne	with	the	Acts	of	Union	1707.	This	union	merged	Scotland	and	England	into	one	kingdom.	England	and	Scotland	kept	their	own	laws,	with	English	law	in	England	and	Wales	and	Scots
law	in	Scotland.	The	division	between	the	Church	of	Scotland	and	the	Church	of	England	continued.	Ireland	and	Great	Britain	continued	to	have	the	same	king,	but	Ireland	did	not	become	part	of	the	new	kingdom	in	1707.Scotland	and	England	had	already	independently	had	much	influence	over	Ireland	since	1200.	In	1800	laws	were	passed	in	the
parliaments	of	Great	Britain	and	Ireland	to	merge	the	two	kingdoms	and	their	two	parliaments.	The	country	was	then	called	the	United	Kingdom	of	Great	Britain	and	Ireland.	The	Union	Jack	was	changed	so	that	the	flag	of	Saint	Patrick	(a	red	saltire)	shows	Ireland	to	be	a	part	of	the	country.In	1922	much	of	Ireland	became	independent	from	the
United	Kingdom	as	the	Irish	Free	State	(now	called	Ireland).	However,	six	northern	counties	(called	Northern	Ireland)	are	part	of	the	United	Kingdom.	The	country	was	renamed	the	United	Kingdom	of	Great	Britain	and	Northern	Ireland	in	1927.The	new	Parliament	of	Northern	Ireland	set	up	in	the	1920s	stopped	working	in	the	1970s,	because	of	The
Troubles.	However,	devolution	started	again	with	the	Northern	Ireland	Assembly	after	the	Belfast	Agreement	(the	"Good	Friday	Agreement")	in	1998.	Devolution	in	Scotland	and	Wales	started	the	Scottish	Parliament	and	the	Welsh	Parliament	the	same	year.The	United	Kingdom	was	a	member	state	of	the	European	Union	(EU)	and	an	older
organization,	the	European	Economic	Community	(EEC),	from	1973	until	Brexit	in	2020.In	September	2024,	the	United	Kingdom	became	the	first	G7	country	to	phase	out	coal	power	for	electric	generation,	after	142	years	of	using	the	energy	source.[18][19]The	UK	is	northwest	off	the	coast	of	mainland	Europe.	Around	the	UK	are	the	North	Sea,	the
English	Channel	and	the	Atlantic	Ocean.	The	UK	also	rules,	usually	indirectly,	a	number	of	smaller	places	(mostly	islands)	around	the	world,	which	are	known	as	British	Overseas	Territories.	They	were	once	part	of	the	British	Empire.	Examples	are	Gibraltar	(on	the	Iberian	Peninsula	next	to	the	Strait	of	Gibraltar)	and	the	Falkland	Islands	(in	the	south
Atlantic	Ocean).In	the	British	Isles,	the	UK	is	made	up	of	four	different	countries:	Wales,	England	and	Scotland	and	Northern	Ireland.[20][21]	The	capital	city	of	Wales	is	Cardiff.	The	capital	city	of	England	is	London.	The	capital	city	of	Scotland	is	Edinburgh	and	the	capital	city	of	Northern	Ireland	is	Belfast.	Other	large	cities	in	the	UK	are
Birmingham,	Glasgow,	Leeds,	Manchester,	Liverpool,	Sheffield,	Bristol,	Leicester,	Coventry,	Nottingham,	Bradford,	Newcastle	Upon	Tyne	and	Southampton.The	physical	geography	of	the	UK	varies	greatly.	England	consists	of	mostly	lowland	terrain,	with	upland	or	mountainous	terrain	only	found	north-west	of	the	River	Tees-River	Exe	line.	The
upland	areas	include	the	Lake	District,	the	Pennines,	the	North	York	Moors,	Exmoor,	and	Dartmoor.	The	lowland	areas	are	typically	traversed	by	ranges	of	low	hills,	frequently	composed	of	chalk,	and	flat	plains.	Scotland	is	the	most	mountainous	country	in	the	UK	and	its	physical	geography	is	distinguished	by	the	Highland	Boundary	Fault	which	goes
across	the	Scottish	mainland	from	Helensburgh	to	Stonehaven.	The	Royal	Observatory,	Greenwich	is	the	defining	point	of	the	Prime	Meridian.Glenridding,	Cumbria,	EnglandThe	weather	of	the	United	Kingdom	is	changeable	and	unpredictable.	Summers	are	moderately	warm,	winters	are	cool	to	cold.	Rain	falls	throughout	the	year,	and	more	on	the
west	than	the	east	because	of	its	northerly	latitude	and	the	warm	water	from	the	Atlantic	Ocean's	Gulf	Stream.	The	usually	moderate	prevailing	winds	from	the	Atlantic	may	be	interrupted	by	Arctic	air	from	the	northeast	or	hot	air	from	the	Sahara.The	United	Kingdom	is	reducing	greenhouse	gas	emissions.	It	has	met	the	Kyoto	Protocol	targets.	It	has
signed	the	Paris	Agreement.	The	British	government	want	the	UK	to	be	carbon	neutral	by	the	year	2050.[22]The	United	Kingdom	has	an	oceanic	climate.The	highest	temperature	ever	recorded	in	the	United	Kingdom	was	40.3C	(104.5F),	on	19	July	2022	in	Coningsby.[23]	The	lowest	temperature	ever	recorded	was	27.2C	(17.0F),	on	February	11,	1895
&	January	10,	1982	in	Braemar,	and	December	30,	1995	in	Altnaharra.[24]Following	resumed	negotiations	a	treaty	was	signed	on	22	May	2025	that	will	formally	transfer	the	sovereignty	of	the	territory	to	Mauritius	once	it	comes	into	effect,	while	the	Diego	Garcia	military	base	remains	under	British	control	during	a	99-year	lease.[25][26]The
countries	of	the	United	KingdomWestminster	Hall	is	the	oldest	part	of	the	Palace	of	Westminster,	the	buildings	of	Parliament	in	London's	Westminster.The	United	Kingdom	is	a	parliamentary	democracy	based	on	a	constitutional	monarchy.	The	people	of	the	United	Kingdom	vote	for	a	members	of	Parliament	to	speak	for	them	and	to	make	laws	for
them.	King	Charles	III	is	the	King	of	the	United	Kingdom	of	Great	Britain	and	Northern	Ireland	and	is	the	head	of	state.	The	government,	led	by	the	Prime	Minister,	governs	the	country	and	appoints	cabinet	ministers.	Today,	the	Prime	Minister	is	Keir	Starmer,	who	is	the	leader	of	the	centre-left	Labour	Party.Parliament	is	where	laws	are	made.	It	has
three	parts:	the	House	of	Commons,	the	House	of	Lords,	and	the	King.	The	House	of	Commons	is	the	most	powerful	part.	It	is	where	Members	of	Parliament	sit.Scotland	has	its	own	devolved	Parliament	with	the	power	to	make	laws	on	things	like	education,	health	and	Scottish	law.	Northern	Ireland	and	Wales	have	their	own	devolved	legislatures
which	have	some	powers	but	less	than	the	Scottish	parliament.	The	Parliament	of	the	United	Kingdom	is	sovereign	and	it	could	end	the	devolved	administrations	at	any	time.	The	UK	is	a	unitary	state	and	not	a	federation	of	states.Elizabeth	II	reigned	between	1952	until	her	death	in	2022,	becoming	the	longest	reigining	monarch	in	UK	history.	The
current	monarch	is	Charles	III.The	Parliament	of	the	United	Kingdom	is	the	legislature,	the	political	assembly	that	makes	laws	and	decides	tax.	The	British	people	are	represented	by	members	of	parliament	(MPs)	in	the	House	of	Commons	of	the	United	Kingdom.	MPs	are	chosen	in	elections.	The	MPs	in	the	House	of	Commons	decide	who	will	be	the
Prime	Minister	of	the	United	Kingdom.	The	prime	minister	decides	who	will	be	in	the	British	Government	(His	Majesty's	Government).	The	government	is	not	controlled	by	the	king	or	queen,	but	by	Parliament.	In	Britain,	Parliament	is	made	up	of	the	House	of	Commons	and	the	House	of	Lords.Unlike	the	House	of	Commons,	the	people	in	the	House	of
Lords	are	not	elected.	The	people	who	sit	in	the	House	of	Lords	are	called	peers.	Most	peers	are	appointed	by	the	government.	There	are	some	who	are	hereditary	peers	(who	inherit	their	peerages	from	ancestors	or	other	family	members).	Certain	bishops	in	the	established	Church	of	England	also	attend	the	House	of	Lords.	(The	Church	of	England	is
the	national	church	in	England.	The	Church	of	Scotland	does	not	have	bishops,	and	neither	Wales	nor	Northern	Ireland	has	an	established	national	church.)	Together,	the	two	houses	make	a	bicameral	legislature,	in	which	the	House	of	Commons	has	more	power.	In	the	past,	the	House	of	Lords	had	more	power.	Before	the	20th	century,	the	prime
minister	was	often	a	member	of	the	House	of	Lords.	As	the	House	of	Lords	lost	its	powers,	as	political	reforms	tried	to	improve	democracy,	the	House	of	Commons	became	more	powerful	and	the	prime	minister	is	now	always	a	member	of	the	House	of	Commons.Keir	Starmer	has	been	the	Prime	Minister	since	2024.After	the	English	Civil	War	during
the	Wars	of	the	Three	Kingdoms,	Oliver	Cromwell	became	Lord	Protector,	and	the	monarchy	ended	for	a	time.	The	British	Isles	were	a	republic,	which	Cromwell	named	the	"Commonwealth	of	England,	Scotland,	and	Ireland".	Although	the	monarchy	was	restored	after	his	death,	the	Crown	slowly	became	the	secondary	power,	and	Parliament	the	first.
Until	the	early	twentieth	century,	only	men	who	owned	property	could	vote	to	choose	MPs.	In	the	nineteenth	century,	more	people	were	given	suffrage.	In	1928,	all	men	and	women	got	the	vote:	this	is	called	universal	suffrage.Almost	all	members	of	Parliament	belong	to	political	parties.	The	biggest	parties	are	the	Conservative	Party,	Labour	Party,
the	Scottish	National	Party	and	the	Liberal	Democrats.	Members	of	the	same	party	agree	to	work	together.	A	party	(often	with	more	than	half	the	seats:	a	majority)	forms	the	government.	The	leader	of	the	party	becomes	the	prime	minister,	who	then	chooses	the	other	ministers.	Because	the	government	has	a	majority	in	Parliament,	it	can	normally
control	what	laws	are	passed.The	British	Parliament	is	in	Westminster,	in	London.	It	has	power	over	the	whole	of	the	United	Kingdom.	Wales,	Scotland	and	Northern	Ireland	each	have	their	own	parliaments	as	well,	and	these	have	more	limited	powers.	England	does	not	have	a	separate	parliament.	Scotland	has	the	Scottish	Parliament	at	Holyrood	in
Edinburgh.	Wales	has	the	Welsh	Parliament	in	Cardiff.	Northern	Ireland	has	the	Northern	Ireland	Assembly	at	Stormont	in	Belfast.	There	are	also	parliaments	in	the	Isle	of	Man	and	in	Jersey	and	Guernsey	(the	Channel	Islands),	which	are	all	island	states	for	which	the	UK	has	responsibility	in	international	law.	Man,	Jersey,	and	Guernsey	are	"crown
dependencies".	Some	British	Overseas	Territories	have	their	own	legislatures.About	68	million	people	live	in	the	UK	(2022).[27]	They	can	be	divided	into	four	big	nationalities	based	on	the	countries	where	they	live	(or	where	they	were	born	or	their	ancestry).	Each	country	has	a	demonym	for	its	people	(for	example;	England's	people	are	English),	but
no	matter	which	country	someone	is	from,	they	have	a	British	nationality.England	is	the	biggest	country,	where	most	people	in	the	UK	live.	People	who	live	in	England	are	called	English.	Their	native	language	is	called	English,	which	is	spoken	by	most	people	in	England.	England's	land	is	split	between	regions.Scotland,	north	of	England,	is	the	second
biggest	country.	People	who	live	there	are	called	Scottish,	and	a	Scottish	person	may	be	called	a	Scot.	Some	speak	a	language	other	than	English:	Scottish	Gaelic,	a	Gaelic	language.	Scottish	English,	on	the	other	hand,	is	a	version	of	English.Wales	is	to	the	west	of	England.	Its	people	are	called	Welsh	and	they	have	their	own	Celtic	language	which	is
also	called	Welsh.	Not	everyone	in	Wales	can	speak	Welsh,	but	almost	everyone	can	speak	English.Northern	Ireland	is	the	smallest	country.	Unlike	the	other	three	countries,	it	is	not	on	the	island	of	Great	Britain:	it	is	part	of	the	island	called	Ireland.	Northern	Ireland	takes	up	about	a	sixth	of	Ireland	(with	the	Republic	of	Ireland	taking	up	the
remainder).	People	who	live	in	Northern	Ireland	are	either	Irish,	British,	or	Northern	Irish.	The	people	who	live	here	speak	English.Main	article:	Crown	dependencyThe	crown	dependencies	are	three	nations	which	are	not	part	of	any	of	the	four	countries	in	the	UK.	They	are:	the	Isle	of	Man,	Jersey	and	Guernsey.	Unlike	the	four	countries,	the
governments	of	the	crown	dependencies	have	almost	full	power	over	the	dependencies,	with	the	exception	of	military	and	international	relations.	Everybody	from	a	crown	dependency	has	a	British	nationality.Main	article:	British	Overseas	TerritoriesThe	British	Overseas	Territories	are	former	colonies	of	the	British	Empire	which	have	not	become
independent	from	the	UK.	There	are	fourteen.	Some	have	civilisations	on	them	while	others	are	military	bases.	Most	of	them	have	their	own	governments.	The	UK	is	responsible	for	their	defence	and	international	relationships.	Everybody	from	an	overseas	territory	has	a	British	nationality.HMS	Queen	Elizabeth	and	HMS	Dragon,	ships	of	the	Royal
Navy.	The	Queen	Elizabeth	is	a	supercarrier,	a	large	aircraft	carrier	with	fighter	aircraft	on	the	deck.	The	smaller	Dragon	is	a	destroyer.Main	article:	British	Armed	ForcesThe	United	Kingdom	has	one	of	the	most	advanced	militaries	in	the	world,	alongside	such	countries	such	as	the	USA	and	France,	and	operates	a	large	navy	(Royal	Navy),	a	sizable
army,	(British	Army)	and	an	air	force	(Royal	Air	Force).From	the	18th	century	to	the	early	20th	century,	the	United	Kingdom	was	one	of	the	most	powerful	nations	in	the	world,	with	a	large	and	powerful	navy	(due	to	the	fact	it	was	surrounded	by	sea,	so	a	large	navy	was	the	most	practical	option).	This	status	has	faded	in	recent	times,	but	it	remains	a
member	of	various	military	groups	such	as	the	UN	Security	Council	and	NATO.	It	is	also	still	seen	as	a	great	military	power.The	City	of	London	is	the	largest	financial	centre	in	the	world.[28]The	United	Kingdom	is	a	developed	country	with	the	sixth-largest	economy	in	the	world.	It	was	a	superpower	during	the	18th,	19th	and	early	20th	century	and
was	considered	since	the	early	1800s	to	be	the	most	powerful	and	influential	nation	in	the	world,	in	politics,	economics	and	in	military	strength.Britain	continued	to	be	the	biggest	manufacturing	economy	in	the	world	until	1908	and	the	largest	economy	until	the	1920s.	The	economic	cost	of	two	world	wars	and	the	decline	of	the	British	Empire	in	the
1950s	and	1960s	reduced	its	leading	role	in	global	affairs.	The	United	Kingdom	still	has	strong	economic,	cultural,	military	and	political	influence	and	is	a	nuclear	power.	The	United	Kingdom	holds	a	permanent	seat	on	the	United	Nations	Security	Council,	and	is	a	member	of	the	G8,	NATO,	World	Trade	Organization	and	the	Commonwealth	of
Nations.	The	City	of	London,	in	the	capital,	is	famous	for	being	the	largest	centre	of	finance	in	the	world.[28]See	also:	English	literatureWilliam	Shakespeare	is	often	seen	as	the	greatest	writer	in	the	English	language.William	Shakespeare	was	an	English	playwright.	He	did	write	plays	in	the	late	16th	century.	Some	of	his	plays	were	Romeo	and	Juliet
and	Macbeth.	In	the	19th	century,	Jane	Austen	and	Charles	Dickens	were	novelists.	Twentieth-century	writers	include	the	science-fiction	novelist	H.	G.	Wells	and	J.	R.	R.	Tolkien.	The	children's	fantasy	Harry	Potter	series	was	written	by	J.	K.	Rowling.	Aldous	Huxley	was	also	from	the	United	Kingdom.English	language	literature	is	written	by	authors
from	many	countries.	Eight	people	from	the	United	Kingdom	have	won	the	Nobel	Prize	in	Literature.	Seamus	Heaney	is	a	writer	who	was	born	in	Northern	Ireland.Arthur	Conan	Doyle	from	Scotland	wrote	the	Sherlock	Holmes	detective	novels.	He	was	from	Edinburgh.	The	poet	Dylan	Thomas	brought	Welsh	culture	to	international	attention.The
University	of	Oxford	is	one	of	the	oldest	and	most	renowned	universities	in	the	world.The	nature	of	education	is	a	devolved	matter	in	Scotland,	Wales	and	Northern	Ireland.	They	have	separate,	but	similar,	systems	of	education	with	laws	that	a	broad	education	is	required	from	ages	five	to	eighteen,	except	for	in	Scotland	where	school	departure	is
allowed	from	the	age	of	sixteen.	Pupils	attend	state	funded	schools	(academy	schools,	faith	schools,	grammar	schools,	sixth	form	colleges,	further	education,	city	technology	colleges,	studio	schools)	and	other	children	attend	independent	fee-paying	schools	(known	as	public	schools).There	have	been	universities	in	Britain	since	the	Middle	Ages.	The
"ancient	universities"	started	at	this	time	and	in	the	Renaissance.	They	are:	the	University	of	Oxford,	the	University	of	Cambridge,	the	University	of	St	Andrews,	the	University	of	Glasgow,	the	University	of	Aberdeen,	and	the	University	of	Edinburgh.	These	are	the	oldest	universities	in	the	English-speaking	world.The	University	of	Cambridge,	the
University	of	Oxford,	and	London	universities	(University	College	London,	the	London	School	of	Economics,	King's	College	London	and	Imperial	College	London)	collectively	form	the	Golden	Triangle	of	universities	in	the	south-east	of	England.	A	broader	group	of	twenty	universities	form	the	Russell	Group	of	research	universities.The	BBC	is	the	oldest
national	broadcaster	and	the	largest	broadcaster	in	the	world.[29]The	BBC	is	an	organisation	in	the	United	Kingdom.	It	broadcasts	in	the	United	Kingdom	and	other	countries	on	television,	radio	and	the	Internet.	The	BBC	also	sells	its	programs	to	other	broadcasting	companies	around	the	world.	The	organisation	is	run	by	a	group	of	twelve	governors
who	have	been	given	the	job	by	the	King	on	the	advice	of	government	ministers.London	has	the	busiest	city	airport	system	in	the	world.[30]Road	traffic	in	the	United	Kingdom	drives	on	the	left-hand	side	of	the	road	(unlike	the	Americas	and	most	of	Europe),	and	the	driver	steers	from	the	right-hand	side	of	the	vehicle.	The	road	network	on	the	island
of	Great	Britain	is	extensive,	with	most	local	and	rural	roads	having	evolved	from	Roman	and	Medieval	times.	Major	routes	developed	in	the	mid	20th	Century	were	made	to	the	needs	of	the	motor	car.	The	multi-lane	high	speed	motorway	(freeway)	network	was	mostly	built	in	the	1960s	and	1970s.	It	links	major	towns	and	cities.The	system	of	rail
transport	was	invented	in	England	and	Wales,	so	the	United	Kingdom	has	the	oldest	railway	network	in	the	world.	It	was	built	mostly	during	the	Victorian	era.	At	the	heart	of	the	network	are	five	long-distance	main	lines	which	radiate	from	London	to	the	major	cities	and	secondary	population	centres	with	dense	commuter	networks	and	highs-speed
lines	in	the	regions.	The	newest	part	of	the	network	connects	London	to	the	Channel	Tunnel	from	St	Pancras	station.	The	system	of	underground	railways	in	London,	known	as	the	Tube,	has	been	copied	by	many	other	cities.Most	domestic	air	travel	in	the	United	Kingdom	is	between	London	and	the	major	cities	in	Scotland	and	the	North	of	England
and	Belfast.	London-Heathrow	is	the	nations	largest	airport	and	is	one	of	the	most	important	international	hubs	in	the	world.	Other	major	airports	with	principal	international	service	include	London-Gatwick,	Birmingham,	Manchester	and	Glasgow.	An	extensive	system	of	ferry	networks	operates.	The	Isle	of	Man	and	the	Channel	Islands	also	have
domestic	passenger	and	freight	routs.Main	article:	Languages	of	the	United	KingdomMajor	languages	spoken	in	the	United	Kingdom	other	than	English	include	Polish	(500,000	approximate	number	of	speakers	in	the	United	Kingdom),	Eastern	Panjabi	or	Punjabi	(471,000),	Bengali	(400,000),	Urdu	(400,000),	Cantonese	(300,000),	Greek	(200,000),
Southwestern	Caribbean	Creole	English	(170,000).[31]Native	languages	include:WelshCornishIrish	GaelicScottish	GaelicManx	languageEnglishScotsUlster	ScotsThe	UK	has	foreign	relations	with	many	countries.EU,	and	the	United	KingdomEuropean	Union	relations;	In	2025,	there	was	a	new	EUUK	deal,	including:	a	defence	and	security	pact,	a
fisheries	agreement,	an	agrifood	agreement,	carbon	border	taxes,	and	border	security.[32][33]Belarus.	The	British	ambassador	was	(recalled	or)	removed	by	British	authorities	in	2020;	The	reason	was	that	(British)	authorities	were	not	satisfied	with	the	government	of	Belarus.[34]Syria.	The	British	ambassador	was	(recalled	or)	removed	by	British
authorities	in	2012;	The	embassy	was	also	closed;	The	(British)	authorities	were	not	satisfied	with	the	government	of	Syria.[35]Hong	Kong.	The	UK	has	foreign	relations	with	some	places	that	are	not	countries.	Hong	Kong	has	an	office	in	London;	The	trade	office	is	linked	(2024)	to	a	case	in	the	justice	system	in	the	UK,	according	to	media.[36]	The
link	is	supposed	to	be	thru	one	of	the	employees	of	the	trade	office.	An	alternative	variant	of	the	Royal	coat	of	arms	is	used	in	Scotland:	[click	to	view	image].	There	is	no	authorised	version	of	the	national	anthem	as	the	words	are	a	matter	of	tradition;	only	the	first	verse	is	usually	sung.[1]	No	law	was	passed	making	"God	Save	the	King"	the	official
anthem.	In	the	English	tradition,	such	laws	are	not	necessary;	proclamation	and	usage	are	sufficient	to	make	it	the	national	anthem.	"God	Save	the	King"	also	serves	as	the	Royal	anthem	for	certain	Commonwealth	realms.	The	words	King,	he,	him,	used	at	present	(in	the	reign	of	Charles	III),	are	replaced	by	Queen,	she,	her	when	the	monarch	is
female.	Under	the	Council	of	Europe's	European	Charter	for	Regional	or	Minority	Languages,	Scots,	Ulster	Scots,	Welsh,	Cornish,	Scottish	Gaelic	and	Irish	are	officially	recognised	as	regional	or	minority	languages	by	the	British	Government	for	the	purposes	of	the	Charter.[2]	In	addition,	the	Government	provides	some	services	and	publishes
documents	in	Welsh.[3][4][5]	See	also	Languages	of	the	United	Kingdom.	"This	category	could	include	Polish	responses	from	the	country	specific	question	for	Scotland	which	would	have	been	outputted	to	Other	White	and	then	included	under	White	for	UK	...	White	Africans	may	also	have	been	recorded	under	Other	White	and	then	included	under
White	for	UK."	European	Union	since	1993	Some	of	the	devolved	countries,	crown	dependencies	and	British	Overseas	Territories	issue	their	own	sterling	banknotes	or	currencies,	or	use	another	nation's	currency.	See	List	of	British	currencies	for	more	information.	This	excludes	some	of	the	UK's	dependencies.	See	Time	in	the	United	Kingdom#British
territories.	Except	two	overseas	territories;	Gibraltar	and	the	British	Indian	Ocean	Territory.	Excludes	most	overseas	territories	The	.eu	domain	is	also	used,	as	it	is	shared	with	other	European	Union	member	states.	Other	TLDs	are	used	regionally.Wikimedia	Commons	has	media	related	to	United	Kingdom.	"National	Anthem".	Official	web	site	of	the
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19	May	2025.	.	Retrieved	2025-05-21	.	Retrieved	2024-05-23	.	Retrieved	2024-05-23	.	Retrieved	2024-05-Retrieved	from	"	Home	Europe	United	Kingdom	The	United	Kingdom,	colloquially	known	as	the	UK,	occupies	a	significant	portion	of	the	British	Isles,	located	off	the	northwestern	coast	of	mainland	Europe.	The	United	Kingdom	is	bordered	to	the
south	by	the	English	Channel,	which	separates	it	from	continental	Europe,	and	to	the	west	by	the	Irish	Sea	and	North	Atlantic	Ocean.	To	the	east,	the	North	Sea	divides	the	UK	from	Scandinavia	and	the	rest	of	continental	Europe.	The	UK	encompasses	a	total	area	of	approximately	242,495	km2	(93,628	mi2).	The	United	Kingdom	is	composed	of	four
constituent	countries:	England,	Scotland,	Wales,	and	Northern	Ireland.	Each	possesses	distinct	geographical	features	and	characteristics.	England,	the	largest	and	most	populous	country,	accounts	for	over	half	of	the	total	area	of	the	UK	and	is	characterized	by	gently	rolling	hills	and	lowland	plains,	particularly	in	the	central	and	eastern	regions,	and
more	mountainous	terrain	in	the	north	and	the	west.	Scotland,	to	the	north,	covers	about	a	third	of	the	total	area.	It	is	home	to	the	Grampian	Mountains,	which	includes	Ben	Nevis,	the	highest	peak	in	the	UK,	standing	at	1,345	m	(4,413	ft)	high.	The	Scottish	terrain	also	features	extensive	lowland	areas,	especially	in	the	Central	Lowlands,	where	much
of	the	population	resides.	Numerous	lochs,	or	lakes,	pepper	the	Scottish	landscape,	the	most	famous	being	Loch	Ness.	Wales:	To	the	west	of	England,	Wales	features	rugged	mountainous	landscapes,	particularly	in	the	north	and	central	regions,	with	the	South	Wales	valleys	and	the	coastal	plains	providing	more	level	terrains.	The	highest	peak	in
Wales,	Mount	Snowdon,	reaches	1,085	m	(3,560	ft)	and	is	located	in	Snowdonia	National	Park.	Northern	Ireland,	the	smallest	of	the	four	countries,	lies	to	the	west	of	Great	Britain,	sharing	a	land	border	with	the	Republic	of	Ireland.	It	consists	of	six	of	the	nine	counties	of	the	historic	Irish	province	of	Ulster.	This	region	boasts	low-lying	plateaus	and
hills,	with	the	Sperrin	Mountains	and	Mourne	Mountains	being	the	most	notable	ranges.	Bodies	of	Water:	The	UK	contains	many	significant	bodies	of	water	and	river	systems.	The	River	Severn,	originating	in	Wales	and	flowing	through	western	England,	stands	as	the	longest	river	at	354	km	(220	mi).	Another	important	river,	the	Thames,	flows
through	southern	England,	including	London,	and	is	a	vital	waterway	for	commerce	and	navigation.	Regarding	islands,	besides	the	two	main	islands,	Great	Britain	and	Ireland,	where	the	majority	of	the	UK's	landmass	is	found,	there	are	numerous	smaller	islands.	Off	the	Scottish	coast,	the	Hebrides,	divided	into	the	Inner	and	Outer	Hebrides,
Shetland,	and	Orkney	all	feature	rugged	landscapes	and	a	harsh	climate.	The	Isle	of	Wight,	off	England's	southern	coast,	and	the	Isles	of	Scilly,	southwest	of	England,	have	milder	climates	due	to	their	southern	locations.	The	United	Kingdom	comprises	of	a	union	of	the	individual	countries	of	England,	Scotland	and	Wales	(collectively,	Great	Britain)
and	the	constitutionally	distinct	region	of	Northern	Ireland.	The	individual	countries	of	England,	Scotland,	Wales	and	Northern	Ireland	are	further	divided	into	a	number	of	boroughs,	cities,	council	areas,	counties	and	districts.	Covering	an	area	of	240,000	sq.km,	the	United	Kingdom	is	a	part	of	the	British	Isles	which	includes	Great	Britain,	Ireland
and	several	smaller	islands.	Located	in	the	southeastern	part	of	England	on	the	banks	of	the	Thames	River	is	London	the	capital	and	the	largest	city	of	United	Kingdom.	It	is	also	the	capital	of	England	and	is	the	administrative,	economic,	financial,	commercial	and	cultural	center	of	the	entire	United	Kingdom.	The	United	Kingdom	is	an	archipelagic
nation	located	off	the	northwestern	coast	of	continental	Europe.	It	is	geographically	positioned	both	in	the	Northern,	Eastern	and	Western	hemispheres	of	the	Earth.	The	United	Kingdom,	mainly	Northern	Ireland	shares	its	only	land	border	with	the	Republic	of	Ireland.	It	is	surrounded	by	the	Atlantic	Ocean	in	the	northwest;	by	the	English	Channel	in
the	south;	the	North	Sea	in	the	east	and	the	Celtic	Sea	in	the	southwest.	Ireland	is	separated	from	Great	Britain	by	the	Irish	Sea.	United	Kingdom	Bordering	Countries:	Ireland.	Regional	Maps:	Map	of	Europe	This	page	was	last	updated	on	July	10,	2023	
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