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Abbreviations	&	Contractions	Prev	Article	Next	Article	List	of	Medical	Abbreviations	(A	to	Z)	Medical	abbreviations	are	commonly	used	in	the	English	language	to	shorten	long	phrases	and	words.	While	there	are	many	medical	abbreviations,	some	of	the	more	common	ones	include	AIDS,	ADHD,	and	OCD.	By	using	medical	abbreviations,	doctors	are
able	to	communicate	more	effectively	with	one	another,	as	well	as	with	their	patients.	In	addition,	medical	abbreviations	can	help	to	save	time	during	a	doctor’s	visit.	Medical	Abbreviations	List	Medical	Abbreviation	–	A	AJ=	ankle	jerk	Abd=	abdomen	ABE=	acute	bacterial	endocarditis	ADR=	adverse	drug	reaction	AKA=	above	knee	amputation	AD=
alzheimer’s	disease	ANA=	antinuclear	antibody	ADHD=	attention	deficit	hyperactivity	disorder	AP=	anteroposterior	ADL=	activities	of	daily	living	AST=	aspartate	transaminase	AGL=	acute	granulocytic	leukaemia	A-R=	apical-radial	pulse	APPT=	activated	partial	thromboplastin	time	AV=	atrioventricular	A	&	W=	alive	and	well	ASD=	atrial	septal
defect	AL=	acute	leukaemia	AI=	aortic	incompetence	AHD=	autoimmune	haemolytic	disease	AMA=	against	medical	advice	APSAC=	anisoylated	plasminogen	ABR=	absolute	bed	rest	AS=	anal	sphincter	ACTH=	adrenocorticotrophic	hormone	A	&	E=	accident	and	emergency	AED=	antiepileptic	drug	A=	atrial	fibrillation	ALL=	acute	lymphocytic
leukaemia	ARDS=	adult	respiratory	distress	syndrome	AFP=	α-fetoprotein	AAA=	abdominal	aortic	aneurysm	AGN=	acute	glomerular	nephritis	ABG=	arterial	blood	gases	ALT=	alanine	transaminase	ADH=	antidiuretic	hormone	ATN=	acute	tubular	necrosis	AOB=	alcohol	on	breath	Ag=	antigen	ASB=	asymptomatic	bacteriuria	AB=	apex	beat	ARF=
acute	renal	failure	Ab=	antibody	ASAP=	as	soon	as	possible	AIDS=	acquired	immune	deficiency	syndrome	AFB=	acid-fast	bacillus	ACE=	angiotensin-converting	enzyme	AMI=	acute	myocardial	infarction	Medical	Abbreviation	–	B	Bx=	biopsy	BR=	bed	rest	BKA=	below	knee	amputation	BMR=	basal	metabolic	rate	BE=	barium	enema	BCC=	basal	cell
carcinoma	BBA=	born	before	arrival	BBT=	basal	body	temperature	BBB=	blood-brain	barrier	BJ=	biceps	jerk	BM=	bone	marrow	BID=	brought	in	dead	BNO=	bowels	not	open	BMI=	body	mass	index	BP=	blood	pressure	BB=	bed	bath	BPH=	benign	prostatic	hypertrophy	BS=	bowel	sounds	BaE=	barium	enema	BOR=	bowels	open	regularly	BCG=
bacille	Calmette-Guerin	BT=	bed	time	BUN=	blood	urea	nitrogen	BWO=	bowels	well	open	BSA=	body	surface	area	BW=	body	water	Medical	Abbreviation	–	C	CVA=	cerebrovascular	accident	CPK=	creatine	phosphokinase	COAD=	chronic	obstructive	airways	disease	CHD=	coronary	heart	disease	CGN=	chronic	glomerular	nephritis	CT=	circulation
time	CGL=	chronic	granulocytic	leukaemia	CHF=	congestive	heart	failure	CPAP=	continuous	positive	airway	pressure	CRD=	chronic	renal	disease	COD=	cause	of	death	CV=	cardiovascular	CHB=	complete	heart	block	CVP=	central	venous	pressure	CEA=	carcinoembryonic	antigen	CRF=	chronic	renal	failure	CAT=	computer	assisted	tomography
CCF=	congestive	cardiac	failure	CMV=	cytomegalovirus	CXR=	chest	X-Ray	CABG=	coronary	artery	bypass	graft	CAVHD=	continuous	arteriovenous	haemodialysis	CF=	complement	fixation	CBC=	complete	blood	count	C=	complement	COPD=	chronic	obstructive	pulmonary	disease	CFT=	complement	fixation	test	CL=	clubbing	CLL=	chronic
lymphocytic	leukaemia	CK=	creatine	kinase	CPR=	cardiopulmonary	resuscitation	CHP=	charcoal	haemoperfusion	CML=	chronic	myelocytic	leukaemia	CSF=	cerebrospinal	fluid	CSM=	cerebrospinal	meningitis	CICr=	creatinine	clearance	Cy=	cyanosis	CVD=	cardiovascular	disease	CC=	chief	complaint	CSU=	catheter	specimen	of	urine	CPD=
continuous	peritoneal	dialysis	CAD=	coronary	artery	disease	CI=	cardiac	index	CRP=	C-reactive	protein	Cx=	cervix	CVS=	cardiovascular	system	CO=	cardiac	output	C	&	S=	culture	and	sensitivity	C	&	P=	cystoscopy	and	pyelogram	CAPD=	continuous	ambulatory	peritoneal	dialysis	CBS=	chronic	brain	syndrome	CCU=	coronary	care	unit	CNS=
central	nervous	system	COLD=	chronic	obstructive	lung	disease	CA=	cancer	c/o=	complains	of	Medical	Abbreviation	–	D	D	&	E=	dilation	and	evacuation	DJD=	degenerative	joint	disease	d=	dead	DM=	diabetes	mellitus	Dx=	diagnosis	DTNT=	door	to	needle	time	DBP=	diastolic	blood	pressure	DST=	dexamethasone	suppression	test	DNA=	did	not
attend	(outpatients)	D	&	C=	dilatation	and	curettage	DNC=	did	not	come	D/W=	discussed	with	DH=	drug	history	DUB=	dysfunctional	uterine	bleeding	DU=	duodenal	ulcer	DI=	drug	information	DOA=	dead	on	arrival	DDU=	drug	dependency	unit	DVT=	deep	vein	thrombosis	DOE=	dyspnoea	on	exertion	DT=	delirium	tremens	DNR=	do	not
resuscitate	D	&	V=	diarrhoea	and	vomiting	DOB=	date	of	birth	D=	diagnosis	DIC=	disseminated	intravascular	coagulation	DKA=	diabetic	ketoacidosis	DXT=	deep	X-ray	therapy	Medical	Abbreviation	–	E	ESN=	educationally	subnormal	ENT=	ear,	nose	and	throat	EEG=	electroencephalogram	EENT=	eyes,	ears,	nose	and	throat	EBV=	Epstein-Barr
virus	ESRF=	end	stage	renal	failure	ELISA=	enzyme-linked	immunosorbent	assay	ECT=	electroconvulsive	therapy	EPO=	erythropoietin	EMG=	electromyogram	ESP=	end-systolic	pressure	ESR=	erythrocyte	sedimentation	rate	EP=	ectopic	pregnancy	ECHO=	echocardiogram	ERCP=	endoscopic	retrograde	ECF=	extracellular	fluid	EDD=	expected
date	of	delivery	ESM=	ejection	systolic	murmur	EBM=	expressed	breast	milk	ECG=	electrocardiogram	EM=	ejection	murmur	ELBW=	extremely	low	birth	weight	ERPC=	evacuation	of	retained	products	of	conception	ET=	endotracheal	tube	EFA=	essential	fatty	acids	EtOH=	ethyl	alcohol	Medical	Abbreviation	–	F	FHR=	foetal	heart	rate	FHS=	foetal
heart	sounds	FT4=	free	thyroxine	FB=	finger	breadths	FVC=	forced	vital	capacity	Fx.=	fracture	FEV	1=	forced	expiratory	volume	in	1	second	FOB=	faecal	occult	blood	FSH=	follicle-stimulating	hormone	FBS=	fasting	blood	sugar	FBC=	full	blood	count	FFA=	free	fatty	acids	FLP=	fasting	lipid	profile	FUO=	fever	of	unknown	origin	FFP=	fresh	frozen
plasma	FH=	family	history	FP=	family	planning	Medical	Abbreviation	–	G	GI(T)=	gastrointestinal	(tract)	GA=	general	anaesthesia	GnRH=	gonadotrophin-releasing	hormone	G-CSF=	granulocyte	colony-stimulating	factor	grav.=	gravid	(pregnant)	g-GT=	γ-glutamyl	transferase	GFR=	glomerular	filtration	rate	GU=	gastric	ulcer	GABA=	γ-aminobutyric
Acid	GS=	general	surgery	GC=	gonococcal	GE=	gastroenterology	GTT=	glucose	tolerance	test	GCS=	glasgow	coma	scale	GH=	growth	hormone	GB=	gall	bladder	GUS=	genitourinary	system	Gyn.=	gynaecology	Medical	Abbreviation	–	H	HS=	heart	sounds	HIV=	human	immunodeficiency	virus	HPA=	hypothalamus,	pituitary,	adrenal	HF=	heart
failure	HDU=	high	dependency	unit	H	&	L=	heart	and	lungs	HBP=	high	blood	pressure	HA=	haemolytic	anaemia	H	&	P=	history	and	physical	hCG=	human	chorionic	gonadotrophin	HCVD=	hypertensive	cardiovascular	disease	HBF=	hepatic	blood	flow	HDL=	high-density	lipoprotein	HD=	heart	disease	h/o	or	H/O=	history	of	HHV=	human	herpes
virus	HLA=	human	leukocyte	antigen	HHD=	hypertensive	heart	disease	HbA1=	glycosylated	haemoglobin	HPC=	history	of	present	complaint	HB=	heart	block	HMMA=	4-hydroxy-3-methoxymandelic	acid	HR=	heart	rate	HCV=	hepatitis	C	virus	HBV=	hepatitis	B	virus	HRT=	hormone	replacement	therapy	H=	hypodermic	HSV=	herpes	simplex	virus
Hct.=	haematocrit	HbF=	foetal	haemoglobin	HPV=	human	papilloma	virus	hep=	hepatitis	Hb=	haemoglobin	HT=	hypertension	HTVD=	hypertensive	vascular	disease	HBD=	hydroxybutyrate	dehydrogenase	HVA=	homovanillic	acid	HSVE=	herpes	simplex	virus	encephalitis	HUS=	haemolytic	uraemic	syndrome	Hx.=	history	Medical	Abbreviation	–	I
IVSD=	interventricular	septal	defect	IPPB=	intermittent	positive-pressure	breathing	IOP=	intraocular	pressure	INR=	international	normalised	ratio	IPPV=	intermittent	positive	pressure	ventilation	IVU=	intravenous	urography	IP=	intraperitoneal	IM=	infectious	mononucleosis	ICU=	intensive	care	unit	Ig=	immunoglobulin	IUP=	intrauterine
pregnancy	ICF=	intracellular	fluid	ID=	initial	dose	imp=	impression	IDDM=	insulin-dependent	diabetes	mellitus	IA=	intra-amniotic	inf=	inferior	ITT=	insulin	tolerance	test	IU=	international	unit	ITP=	idiopathic	thrombocytopenic	purpura	ISA=	intrinsic	sympathomimetic	activity	IUD=	intrauterine	device	ITU=	intensive	therapy	unit	IF=	inspiratory
force	ICM=	intercostal	margin	IT=	intrathecal	IVP=	intravenous	pyelogram	IBC=	iron	binding	capacity	IADH=	inappropriate	antidiuretic	hormone	ICS=	intercostal	space	IDL=	intermediate-density	lipoprotein	IHD=	ischaemic	heart	disease	IV=	intravenous	IBS=	irritable	bowel	syndrome	IBD=	inflammatory	bowel	disease	Medical	Abbreviation	–	J
JVD=	jugular	venous	distention	JV=	jugular	vein	JVP=	jugular	venous	pressure	J=	jaundice	Medical	Abbreviation	–	K	KJ=	knee	jerk	KUB=	kidneys,	ureters,	bladder	KVO=	keep	vein	open	KO=	keep	open	Medical	Abbreviation	–	L	Lap=	laparotomy	LH=	left	hand	LMWH=	low	molecular	weight	heparin	LA=	left	arm	LDL=	low-density	lipoprotein	LOM=
limitation	of	movement	LVH=	left	ventricular	hypertrophy	LKS=	liver,	kidneys,	spleen	LV=	left	ventricle	LOPS=	length	of	patient’s	stay	lac=	laceration	LFT=	liver	function	test	LBBB=	left	bundle	branch	block	LP=	lumbar	puncture	LIH=	left	inguinal	hernia	LLQ=	left	lower	quadrant	LD=	lethal	dose	LMN=	lower	motor	neurone	LTC=	long-term	care
LLL=	left	lower	lobe	L	&	A=	light	and	accommodation	L	&	W=	living	and	well	LDH=	lactate	dehydrogenase	LUQ=	left	upper	quadrant	LAT	or	lat=	lateral	LVF=	left	ventricular	failure	L1,	L2	…=	lumbar	vertebrae	1,	2	…	L=	left	LSCS=	lower	segment	caesarian	section	LIF=	left	iliac	fossa	LCM=	left	costal	margin	LUL=	left	upper	lobe	LBW=	low	birth
weight	LE=	lupus	erythematosus	LMP=	last	menstrual	period	LN=	lymph	node	Medical	Abbreviation	–	M	MSL=	midsternal	line	MM=	multiple	myeloma	met=	metastasis	MH=	marital	history	MCHC=	mean	corpuscular	haemoglobin	concentration	MAOI=	monoamine	oxidase	inhibitor	MIC=	minimum	inhibitory	concentration	MDV=	multiple	dose	vial
MP=	menstrual	period	MLD=	minimum	lethal	dose	MSU=	midstream	urine	specimen	MyG=	myasthenia	gravis	MND=	motor	neurone	disease	M1=	mitral	first	sound	M=	male	MDI=	metered-dose	inhaler	MRI=	magnetic	resonance	imaging	MCT=	medium-chain	triglycerides	mEq=	milliequivalent	MS=	mitral	stenosis	MCH=	mean	corpuscular
haemoglobin	MCV=	mean	corpuscular	volume	ML=	midline	MA=	menstrual	age	MI=	myocardial	infarction	MRSA=	methicillin-resistant	Staphylococcus	aureus	MHC=	major	histocompatibility	complex	MAP=	mean	arterial	pressure	Medical	Abbreviation	–	N	NKA=	no	known	allergies	NKHA=	non-ketotic	hyperosmolar	acidosis	NSAID=	non-steroid
anti-inflammatory	drug	NOF=	neck	of	femur	NAD=	no	acute	distress	N=	normal	NOK=	next	of	kin	NS=	nervous	system	NVD=	nausea,	vomiting,	diarrhoea	NG=	nasogastric	NMR=	nuclear	magnetic	resonance	NNRTI=	non-nucleoside	reverse	transcriptase	inhibitor	NBM=	nil	by	mouth	NSD=	no	significant	defect	NARTI=	nucleoside	analogue
reverse	transcriptase	inhibitor	NSR=	normal	sinus	rhythm	NHL=	non-Hodgkin’s	lymphoma	NYD=	not	yet	diagnosed	NL=	normal	NOF=	fractured	neck	of	femur	N	&	T=	nose	and	throat	NSU=	nonspecific	urethritis	NICU=	neonatal	intensive	care	unit	NIDDM=	non-insulin	dependent	diabetes	mellitus	N	&	V=	nausea	and	vomiting	NSFTD=	normal
spontaneous	full-term	delivery	NMS=	neuroleptic	malignant	syndrome	Medical	Abbreviation	–	O	O/A=	on	admission	O/E=	on	examination	OGD=	oesophogastroduodenoscopy	OH=	occupational	history	OPD=	outpatient	department	OP=	outpatient	OA=	osteoarthritis	&	A=	observation	&	assessment	O=	oedema	OC=	oral	contraceptive	OPA=
outpatient	appointment	OT=	occupational	therapy	OB=	occult	blood	OR=	operating	room	Obs=	obstetrics	OGTT=	oral	glucose	tolerance	test	OU=	both	eyes	OS=	left	eye	OTC=	over	the	counter	&	E=	observation	and	examination	OD=	overdose	Medical	Abbreviation	–	P	PMH=	past	medical	history	pHa=	arterial	blood	pH	PEFR=	peak	expiratory	flow
rate	PET=	positron	emission	tomography	PCV=	packed	cell	volume	PTTK=	partial	thromboplastin	time	kaolin	PTR=	prothrombin	ratio	PTH=	parathyroid	hormone	PTU=	propylthiouracil	PCP=	Pneumocystis	cariniipneumonia	P	&	A=	percussion	and	auscultation	PTT=	partial	thromboplastin	time	PA=	pernicious	anaemia	Pt=	patient	PBI=	protein
bound	iodine	PO=	by	mouth	PR=	per	rectum	P=	pulse	PVT=	paroxysmal	ventricular	tachycardia	PN=	percussion	note	PCA=	patient-controlled	analgesia	PPH=	post	partum	haemorrhage	PT=	physical	therapy	PC=	present	complaint	packed	cells	PPI=	proton	pump	inhibitor	PMI=	past	medical	illness	PEEP=	positive	end-expiratory	pressure	PTA=
plasma	thromboplastin	antecedent	PUVA=	psoralen	and	ultraviolet	A	radiation	PEG=	percutaneous	endoscopic	gastrostomy	PE=	physical	examination	PVC=	premature	ventricular	contraction	PUO=	pyrexia	of	unknown	origin	PU=	peptic	ulcer	PF=	peak	flow	PVD=	peripheral	vascular	disease	PV=	per	vagina	PERRLA=	pupils	equal,	round,	react	to
light	and	accommodation	PFT=	pulmonary	function	test	PAWP=	pulmonary	arterial	wedge	pressure	PPTK=	partial	thromboplastin	time	kaolin	P	&	R=	pulse	and	respiration	PH=	past	history	PND=	paroxysmal	nocturnal	dyspnoea	PUD=	peptic	ulcer	disease	PMR=	patient	medical	record	PMN=	polymorphonuclear	leucocyte	PI=	present	illness	Pnx=
pneumothorax	ppm=	parts	per	million	PAT=	paroxysmal	atrial	tachycardia	PFR=	peak	flow	rate	PCS=	portocaval	shunt	PSA=	prostate-specific	antigen	PID=	pelvic	inflammatory	disease	PKU=	phenylketonuria	Px=	past	history	PMB=	postmenopausal	bleeding	PICC=	peripherally	inserted	central	catheter	PMT=	premenstrual	tension	PMS=
postmenopausal	syndrome	PM=	post	mortem	Medical	Abbreviation	–	R	RLL=	right	lower	lobe	(lung)	RBS=	random	blood	sugar	RSV=	respiratory	syncytial	virus	R=	respiration	RIF=	right	iliac	fossa	RS=	respiratory	system	RBC=	red	blood	cell	RUL=	right	upper	lobe	REM=	rapid	eye	movement	RA=	renal	artery	RLD=	related	living	donor	RSR=
regular	sinus	rhythm	ROM=	range	of	motion	RES=	reticuloendothelial	system	rt-PA=	recombinant	tissue-type	plasminogen	activator	RV=	residual	volume	RR=	respiratory	rate	RVH=	right	ventricular	hypertrophy	RBBB=	right	bundle	branch	block	RUQ=	right	upper	quadrant	RDS=	respiratory	distress	syndrome	RFT=	respiratory	function	test	Rh
factor=	rhesus	factor	RR	&	E=	round	regular	and	equal	(pupils)	RLQ=	right	lower	quadrant	RHD=	rheumatic	heart	disease	RBF=	renal	blood	flow	RF=	renal	failure	RTA=	road	traffic	accident	RQ=	respiratory	quotient	RP=	radial	pulse	RSF=	rheumatoid	serum	factor	RAST=	radioallergosorbent	test	Medical	Abbreviation	–	S	STD=	sexually
transmitted	disease	SV=	stroke	volume	S/B=	seen	by	SP=	systolic	pressure	SALT=	speech	and	language	therapist	SOA=	swelling	of	ankle(s)	SIADH=	syndrome	of	inappropriate	antidiuretic	hormone	SH=	social	history	SB=	seen	by	ST=	sinus	tachycardia	SBE=	subacute	bacterial	endocarditis	SL	or	sl=	sublingual	SIDS=	sudden	infant	death	syndrome
SSS=	sick	sinus	syndrome	SBP=	spontaneous	bacterial	peritonitis	SR=	sinus	rhythm	stat.=	immediately	SOB=	shortness	of	breath	SSRI=	selective	serotonin	reuptake	inhibitor	SLE=	systemic	lupus	erythematosus	SCBU=	special	care	baby	unit	Sx=	symptoms	SI=	small	intestine	SBO=	small	bowel	obstruction	SC=	sickle	cell	s=	without	SVT=
supraventricular	tachycardia	SA=	sinoatrial	SOAP=	subjective,	objective,	assessment,	plan	Medical	Abbreviation	–	T	TL=	tubal	ligation	TLC=	tender	loving	care	TPR=	temperature,	pulse,	respiration	TBW=	total	body	water	T3=	triiodothyronine	TOPS=	take	off	pounds	sensibly	TFT=	thyroid	function	test	TDI=	total	dose	infusion	t-PA=	tissue
plasminogen	factor	T=	temperature	TPN=	total	parenteral	nutrition	TB=	tuberculosis	T	&	X=	type	and	crossmatch	TURB=	transurethral	resection	of	the	bladder	TCA=	tricyclic	antidepressant	TD=	tardive	dyskinesia	THR=	total	hip	replacement	T4=	thyroxine	Tx.=	Treatment	TV=	trichomonas	vaginalis	TNF=	tumour	necrosis	factor	TBA=	to	be
administered	TOP=	termination	of	pregnancy	TH=	thyroid	hormone	TSH=	thyroid-stimulating	hormone	TG=	triglyceride	TBS=	total	body	surface	TTO=	to	take	out	TIA=	transient	ischaemic	attack	TURP=	transurethral	resection	of	the	prostate	TM=	tympanic	membrane	T	&	A=	tonsillectomy	and	adenoidectomy	TP=	thrombophlebitis	TBG=	thyroid
binding	globulin	TDM=	therapeutic	drug	monitoring	TUR=	transurethral	resection	TIBC=	total	iron-binding	capacity	TKO=	to	keep	open	TENS=	transcutaneous	electrical	nerve	stimulation	TTA=	to	take	away	TOF=	tracheo-oesophageal	fistula	Medical	Abbreviation	–	U	UA=	uric	acid	UC=	ulcerative	colitis	UO=	urinary	output	URTI=	upper
respiratory	tract	infection	US=	ultrasound	UCG=	urine	chorionic	gonadotropin	UFH=	unfractionated	heparin	UTI=	urinary	tract	infection	UCO=	urinary	catheter	out	UDV=	unit	dose	vial	URI=	upper	respiratory	infection	U	&	E=	urea	&	electrolytes	UK=	unknown	Medical	Abbreviation	–	V,	W,	X,	Y,	Z	VLBW=	very	low	birth	weight	VB=	venous	blood
VP=	venous	pressure	VF=	ventricular	fibrillation	VDG=	venereal	disease	gonorrhoea	VC=	vena	cava	VT=	ventricular	tachycardia	VLDL=	very	low-density	lipoprotein	VS=	vital	signs	VE=	vaginal	examination	VD=	venereal	disease	VDRL=	Venereal	Disease	Research	Laboratory	wt=	weight	WCC=	white	cell	count	WB=	whole	blood	WBS=	whole	body
scan	WBC=	white	blood	cell	WPW=	Wolff-Parkinson-White	syndrome	XY=	male	chromosome	type	XX=	female	chromosome	type	ZES=	Zollinger–Ellison	syndrome	Prev	Article	Next	Article	health	centerslungs	center	Have	you	ever	wondered	why	you	can't	read	the	doctor's	note	or	the	letters	and	numbers	on	a	prescription?	Health	care	professionals
often	quickly	scribble	notes	with	important	medical	information	that	they	would	like	a	patient	to	reference	in	regard	to	the	type	of	current,	or	recently	diagnosed	disease,	syndrome,	or	other	health	condition(s).	Have	you	ever	seen	the	doctor's	notes	in	your	medical	record	and	found	peculiar	abbreviations	and	jargon?	Do	you	wonder	what	the	letters
and	numbers	mean	on	your	prescriptions	or	other	items	related	to	a	disease,	syndrome,	or	disorder?	Doctors	and	other	health	care	professionals	commonly	use	a	list	of	abbreviations,	acronyms,	and	other	medical	terminology	as	a	reference	to	rapidly	search	and	accurately	record	information	about,	and	give	instructions	to	their	patients.	There	is	no
standard	or	approved	list	used	by	health	care	professionals	to	search	for	medical	acronyms	or	abbreviations.	Therefore,	it	is	important	to	understand	the	context	in	which	the	abbreviation	or	term	has	been	used.	Abbreviations,	acronyms,	and	medical	terminology	are	used	for	many	conditions,	and	for	instructions	on	medication	prescribed	by	your
doctor.	This	is	a	shortlist	of	common	abbreviations	you	may	have	seen	on	a	doctor's	notepad;	a	prescription	drug	package	or	bottle;	lab	or	other	test	results;	or	in	your	doctor's	notes.	Use	this	list	as	a	resource	for	common	abbreviations	and	acronyms	used	in	the	health	care	community,	to	quickly	search	and	answer	your	questions	about	those	letters
and	numbers	of	a	drug	your	doctor	has	prescribed	to	you,	or	other	notes	from	your	doctor	or	other	medical	professionals.	a.c.:	Before	meals.	As	in	taking	medicine	before	meals.	a/g	ratio:	Albumin	to	globulin	ratio.	ACL:	Anterior	cruciate	ligament.	ACL	injuries	are	one	of	the	most	common	ligament	injuries	to	the	knee.	The	ACL	can	be	sprained	or
completely	torn	from	trauma	and/or	degeneration.	Ad	lib:	At	liberty.	For	example,	a	patient	may	be	permitted	to	move	out	of	bed	freely	and	orders	would,	therefore,	be	for	activities	to	be	ad	lib.	AFR:	Acute	renal	failure	ADHD:	Attention	deficit	hyperactivity	disorder	ADR:	Adverse	drug	reaction.	If	a	patient	is	taking	a	prescription	drug	to	treat	high
blood	pressure	disease	AIDS:	Acquired	immune	deficiency	syndrome	AKA:	Above	the	knee	amputation.	Anuric:	Not	producing	urine.	A	person	who	is	anuric	is	often	critical	and	may	require	dialysis.	ANED:	Alive	no	evidence	of	disease.	The	patient	arrived	in	the	ER	alive	with	no	evidence	of	disease.	ADH:	Antidiuretic	hormone	ARDS:	Acute	respiratory
distress	syndrome.	ARF:	Acute	renal	(kidney)	failure	ASCVD:	Atherosclerotic	cardiovascular	disease.	A	form	of	heart	disease.	Physical	Exam:	Why	Does	Your	Doctor	Do	That?	See	Slideshow	b.i.d.:	Twice	daily.	As	in	taking	medicine	twice	daily.	bld:	Blood.	Blood	was	visible	on	the	patient’s	scalp.	Bandemia:	Slang	for	an	elevated	level	of	band	forms	of
white	blood	cells.	Bibasilar:	At	the	bases	of	both	lungs.	For	example,	someone	with	pneumonia	in	both	lungs	might	have	abnormal	bibasilar	breath	sounds.	BKA:	Below	the	knee	amputation.	BMP:	Basic	metabolic	panel.	Electrolytes	(potassium,	sodium,	carbon	dioxide,	and	chloride)	and	creatinine	and	glucose.	BP:	Blood	pressure.	Blood	pressure	is
recorded	as	part	of	the	physical	examination.	It	is	one	of	the	"vital	signs."	BPD:	Borderline	personality	disorder.	A	personality	disorder.	BSO:	Bilateral	salpingo-oophorectomy.	A	BSO	is	the	removal	of	both	of	the	ovaries	and	adjacent	Fallopian	tubes	and	often	is	performed	as	part	of	a	total	abdominal	hysterectomy.	C&S:	Culture	and	sensitivity,
performed	to	detect	infection.	C/O:	Complaint	of.	The	patient's	expressed	concern.	cap:	Capsule.	Ca:	Cancer;	carcinoma.	For	example,	a	patient	who	underwent	treatment	for	cancer	should	assure	that	they	are	eating	and	drinking	enough	fluids	daily,	both	during	and	after	treatment.	CABG.	Coronary	artery	bypass	graft.	A	surgery	involving	the	heart.
CBC:	Complete	blood	count.	CC:	Chief	complaint.	The	patient's	main	concern.	CDE:	Complete	dental	(oral)	evaluation.	cc:	Cubic	centimeters.	For	example,	the	amount	of	fluid	removed	from	the	body	is	recorded	in	ccs.	Chem	panel:	Chemistry	panel.	A	comprehensive	screening	blood	test	that	indicates	the	status	of	the	liver,	kidneys,	and	electrolytes.
CPAP:	Continuous	positive	airway	pressure.	Treatment	for	sleep	apnea.	COPD:	Chronic	obstructive	pulmonary	disease.	CT:	Chemotherapy.	A	type	of	treatment	therapy	for	cancer.	CVA:	Cerebrovascular	accident	(Stroke).	D/C	or	DC:	Discontinue	or	discharge.	For	example,	a	doctor	will	D/C	a	drug.	Alternatively,	the	doctor	might	DC	a	patient	from	the
hospital.	DCIS:	Ductal	Carcinoma	In	Situ.	A	type	of	breast	cancer.	The	patient	is	receiving	treatment	for	Ductal	Carcinoma	In	Situ.	DDX:	Differential	diagnosis.	A	variety	of	diagnostic	possibilities	are	being	considered	to	diagnose	the	type	of	cancer	present	in	the	patient.	DJD:	Degenerative	joint	disease.	Another	term	for	osteoarthritis.	DM:	Diabetes
mellitus.	DNC,	D&C,	or	D	and	C:	Dilation	and	curettage.	Widening	the	cervix	and	scrapping	with	a	curette	for	the	purpose	of	removing	tissue	lining	the	inner	surface	of	the	womb	(uterus).	DNR:	Do	not	resuscitate.	This	is	a	specific	order	not	to	revive	a	patient	artificially	if	they	succumb	to	illness.	If	a	patient	is	given	a	DNR	order,	they	are	not
resuscitated	if	they	are	near	death	and	no	code	blue	is	called.	DOE:	Dyspnea	on	exertion.	Shortness	of	breath	with	activity.	DTR:	Deep	tendon	reflexes.	These	are	reflexes	that	the	doctor	tests	by	banging	on	the	tendons	with	a	rubber	hammer.	DVT:	Deep	venous	thrombosis	(blood	clot	in	a	large	vein).	ETOH:	Alcohol.	ETOH	intake	history	is	often
recorded	as	part	of	patient	history.	ECT:	Electroconclusive	therapy.	A	procedure	used	to	control	seizures	(convulsions).	By	clicking	Submit,	I	agree	to	the	MedicineNet's	Terms	&	Conditions	&	Privacy	Policy	and	understand	that	I	may	opt	out	of	MedicineNet's	subscriptions	at	any	time.	g:	gram,	a	unit	of	weight.	The	cream	is	available	in	both	30	and
60-gram	tubes.	GOMER:	Slang	for	"get	out	of	my	emergency	room."	GvHD:	Graft	vs.	host	disease.	It	is	complicated	by	the	syndromes	of	acute	and	chronic	graft-vs-host	disease	(GVHD).	gtt:	Drops.	I&D:	Incision	and	drainage.	IBD:	Inflammatory	bowel	disease.	A	name	for	two	disorders	of	the	gastrointestinal	(BI)	tract,	Crohn’s	disease	and	ulcerative
colitis	ICD:	Implantable	cardioverter	defibrillator	ICU:	Intensive	care	unit.	The	patient	was	moved	to	the	intensive	care	unit.	IM:	Intramuscular.	This	is	a	typical	notation	when	noting	or	ordering	an	injection	(shot)	given	into	a	muscle,	such	as	with	B12	for	pernicious	anemia.	IMP:	Impression.	This	is	the	summary	conclusion	of	the	patient's	condition	by
the	healthcare	professional	at	that	particular	date	and	time.	ITU:	Intensive	therapy	unit	in	vitro:	In	the	laboratory	in	vivo:	In	the	body	IPF:	Idiopathic	pulmonary	fibrosis.	A	type	of	lung	disease.	IU:	International	units.	LCIS:	Lobular	Carcinoma	In	Situ.	A	type	of	cancer	of	the	breast.	The	patient	is	receiving	treatment	for	Lobular	Carcinoma	In	Situ.LBP:
Low	back	pain.	LBP	is	one	of	most	common	medical	complaints.LLQ:	Left	lower	quadrant.	Diverticulitis	pain	is	often	in	the	LLQ	of	the	abdomen.LUQ:	Left	upper	quadrant.	The	spleen	is	located	in	the	LUQ	of	the	abdomen.Lytes:	Electrolytes	(potassium,	sodium,	carbon	dioxide,	and	chloride).	N/V:	Nausea	or	vomiting.	Na:	Sodium.	An	essential
electrolyte	is	frequently	monitored	regularly	in	intensive	care.	NCP:	Nursing	care	plan	NPO:	Nothing	by	mouth.	For	example,	if	a	patient	was	about	to	undergo	a	surgical	operation	requiring	general	anesthesia,	they	may	be	required	to	avoid	food	or	beverage	prior	to	the	procedure.	NSR:	Normal	sinus	rhythm	of	the	heart	O&P:	Ova	and	parasites.	Stool
O	&	P	is	tested	in	the	laboratory	to	detect	parasitic	infection	in	persons	with	chronic	diarrhea.O.D.:	Right	eye.O.S.:	Left	eye.O.U.:	Both	eyes.ORIF:	Open	reduction	and	internal	fixation,	such	as	with	the	orthopedic	repair	of	a	hip	fracture.	P:	Pulse.	Pulse	is	recorded	as	part	of	the	physical	examination.	It	is	one	of	the	"vital	signs."	p¯:	After	meals.	As
intake	two	tablets	after	meals.	p.o.:	By	mouth.	From	the	Latin	terminology	per	os.	p.r.n.:	As	needed.	So	that	it	is	not	always	done,	but	done	only	when	the	situation	calls	for	it	(for	example,	taking	pain	medication	only	when	having	pain	and	not	without	pain).	PCL:	Posterior	cruciate	ligament.	PD:	Progressive	disease.	Patients	at	risk	of	developing
progressive	disease	of	the	kidneys	include	those	with	proteinuria	or	hematuria.	PERRLA:	Pupils	equal,	round,	and	reactive	to	light	and	accommodation.	PFT:	Pulmonary	function	test.	A	test	to	evaluate	how	well	the	lungs	are	functioning.	PERRLA:	Pupils	equal,	round,	and	reactive	to	light	and	accommodation.	Plt:	Platelets,	one	of	the	blood-forming
elements	along	with	the	white	and	red	blood	cells.	PMI:	Point	of	the	maximum	impulse	of	the	heart	when	felt	during	the	examination,	as	in	beats	against	the	chest.	PMS:	Premenstrual	syndrome	PT:	Physical	therapy	PTH:	Parathyroid	hormone	PTSD:	Post-traumatic	stress	syndrome	PUD:	Peptic	ulcer	disease.	A	type	of	ulcer	of	the	stomach.	q.d.:	Each
day.	As	in	taking	medicine	daily.	q.i.d.:	Four	times	daily.	As	in	taking	a	medicine	four	times	daily.	q2h:	Every	2	hours.	As	in	taking	a	medicine	every	2	hours.	q3h:	Every	3	hours.	As	in	taking	a	medicine	every	3	hours.	qAM:	Each	morning.	As	in	taking	medicine	each	morning.	qhs:	At	each	bedtime.	As	in	taking	medicine	each	bedtime.	qod:	Every	other
day.	As	in	taking	medicine	every	other	day.	qPM:	Each	evening.	As	in	taking	medicine	each	evening.	RA:	Rheumatoid	arthritis.	A	type	of	joint	disease.RDS:	Respiratory	distress	syndromeR/O:	Rule	out.	Doctors	frequently	will	rule	out	various	possible	diagnoses	when	figuring	out	the	correct	diagnosis.REB:	Rebound,	as	in	rebound	tenderness	of	the
abdomen	when	pushed	in	and	then	released.RLQ:	Right	lower	quadrant.	The	appendix	is	located	in	the	RLQ	of	the	abdomen.ROS:	Review	of	systems.	An	overall	review	concerns	relating	to	the	organ	systems,	such	as	the	respiratory,	cardiovascular,	and	neurologic	systems.RUQ:	Right	upper	quadrant.	The	liver	is	located	in	the	RUQ	of	the	abdomen.
s/p:	Status	post.	For	example,	a	person	who	had	a	knee	operation	would	be	s/p	a	knee	operation.SAD:	Season	affective	disorder.	A	type	of	depression	that	occurs	during	the	winter	months	when	there	is	little	light.SOB:	Shortness	of	breath.SQ:	Subcutaneous.	This	is	a	typical	notation	when	noting	or	ordering	an	injection	(shot)	given	into	the	fatty	tissue
under	the	skin,	such	as	with	insulin	for	diabetes	mellitus.	T:	Temperature.	Temperature	is	recorded	as	part	of	the	physical	examination.	It	is	one	of	the	"vital	signs."	T&A:	Tonsillectomy	and	adenoidectomy	t.i.d.:	Three	times	daily.	As	in	taking	medicine	three	times	daily.	tab:	Tablet	TAH:	Total	abdominal	hysterectomy	TAH:	Total	abdominal
hysterectomy.	A	type	of	surgery	to	remove	a	woman’s	uterus,	Fallopian	tubes,	and	ovaries.	THR:	Total	hip	replacement	TKR:	Total	knee	replacement	TMJ:	Tempomandibular	joint	UA	or	u/a:	Urinalysis.	A	UA	is	a	typical	part	of	a	comprehensive	physical	examination.	U	or	u:	Unit.	Mistaken	as	the	number	0	or	4,	causing	a	10-fold	overdose	or	greater	(for
example,	4U	seen	as	"40"	or	4u	seen	as	"44");	mistaken	as	"cc"	so	the	dose	is	given	in	volume	instead	of	units	(for	example,	4u	seen	as	4cc).	ULN:	Upper	limits	of	normal	URI:	Upper	respiratory	infection,	such	as	sinusitis	or	the	common	cold	ut	dict:	As	directed.	As	in	taking	medicine	according	to	the	instructions	that	the	health	care	professional	gave
in	the	office	or	in	the	past	UTI:	Urinary	tract	infection	VSS:	Vital	signs	are	stable.	This	notation	means	that	from	the	standpoint	of	the	temperature,	blood	pressure,	and	pulse,	the	patient	is	doing	well.	Wt:	Weight.	Body	weight	is	often	recorded	as	part	of	the	physical	examination.	XRT:	Radiotherapy	(external).	A	type	of	treatment	that	uses	radiation.
**These	Medical	Abbreviations	are	included	on	TJC's	"minimum	list"	of	dangerous	Medical	Abbreviations,	acronyms	and	symbols	that	must	be	included	on	an	organization's	"Do	Not	Use"	list,	effective	January	1,	2004.	Visit	www.jointcommission.org	for	more	information	about	this	TJC	requirement.	REFERENCES:	Cancerindex.org.	"Medical
Terminology	for	Cancer."	Updated:	Feb	01,	2014.<	Centers	for	Medicare	&	Medicaid	Services.	"Acronym	List."	<	ConsumerMedSafety.org.	"Unsafe	Medical	Abbreviations."	2015.<	Columbia	University.	"Pediatric	Dentistry	Approved	Abbreviations."<	Flanders	University;	School	of	Nursing	and	Midwifery.	"Clinical	communication."<	Kasper,	D.L.,	et
al.,	eds.	Harrison's	Principles	of	Internal	Medicine,	19th	Ed.	United	States:	McGraw-Hill	Education,	2015.	Pidala,	J.,	et	al.	"Graft-vs-host	disease	following	allogeneic	hematopoietic	cell	transplantation."	Cancer	Control.	2011	Oct;18(4):268-76.	<	It	is	impossible	to	begin	certain	careers	in	healthcare	without	a	strong	understanding	of	medical	terms.
Accurate	use	of	basic	medical	terminology	makes	all	the	difference	when	it	comes	to	patient	care,	medical	coding,	and	connecting	medical	providers	across	specialties.	In	fact,	the	medical	terminology	list	you	are	about	to	review	will	contribute	to	the	foundation	of	your	future	in	healthcare.	Looking	to	deepen	your	knowledge?	Check	out	our	Medical
Terminology	course!	>	Take	some	time	to	familiarize	yourself	with	the	medical	abbreviations	and	terms	below,	and	learn	about	the	next	step	to	advancing	your	career	from	home.	Important	Medical	Terms	These	key	terms	and	medical	abbreviations	were	compiled	from	a	variety	of	sources,	including	leading	medical	institutions	and	dictionaries.
Abdominal:	Relating	to	the	abdomen	Abrasion:	Damage	from	a	scrape	Abscess:	A	swollen	area	within	tissue	containing	pus	Acute:	Severe	or	intense	Adhesion:	Scar	tissue	that	joins	two	areas	of	the	body	ADR:	Abbreviation	for	adverse	drug	reaction	Amniocentesis:	The	means	for	sampling	amniotic	fluid	to	screen	for	abnormalities	in	a	fetus
Anaphylaxis:	A	severe	allergic	reaction	that	can	be	life-threatening	Anemia:	A	condition	in	which	the	body	does	not	produce	enough	healthy	red	blood	cells	Angina:	A	condition	caused	by	inadequate	blood	flow	to	the	heart	that	results	in	severe	chest	pain,	often	spreading	within	the	upper	body	Angiography:	A	type	of	X-ray	used	to	examine	blood
vessels	Antigen:	A	toxin	that	when	introduced	to	the	body	triggers	an	immune	response,	especially	the	production	of	antibodies	Benign:	Not	harmful	Biopsy:	The	process	of	examining	tissue	removed	from	the	body	to	look	for	signs	of	disease	Blood	Group:	Any	of	the	types	of	human	blood,	each	with	its	own	characteristics	BRCA:	Abbreviation	for	breast
cancer;	testing	for	BRCA1	and	BRCA2	can	be	done	to	detect	breast	cancer	susceptibility	Cancer:	Disease	caused	by	abnormal	cell	division	CBC:	Abbreviation	for	complete	blood	count;	a	blood	test	Cholesterol:	A	fat-like	substance	naturally	produced	by	the	liver	and	absorbed	from	food;	required	in	healthy	amounts	for	proper	bodily	functions	Chronic:
Persisting	for	a	long	period	of	time	Contusion:	A	bruise;	the	result	of	ruptured	capillaries	Coronary:	Major	blood	vessels	surrounding	the	heart	Defibrillator:	A	device	used	to	correct	life-threatening	cardiac	arrhythmias	Diabetes	(Type	1	and	Type	2):	A	disease	in	which	the	body	is	unable	to	produce	or	respond	to	insulin.	Type	1	typically	shows	up
earlier	in	life	and	is	believed	to	be	an	autoimmune	reaction.	Type	2	develops	over	years	and	is	related	to	lifestyle	factors,	such	as	being	overweight.	Diastolic	Blood	Pressure:	Bottom	number	in	a	blood	pressure	reading;	pressure	during	the	resting	phase	between	heartbeats	Diathermy:	A	technique	in	which	heat	is	created	by	high-frequency	electric
currents	with	the	goal	of	relieving	pain,	getting	rid	of	unhealthy	tissue	or	stopping	bleeding	DNR:	Abbreviation	for	do	not	resuscitate;	a	legal	document	that	dictates	whether	life-saving	measures	can	be	performed	on	a	patient	DVT:	Abbreviation	for	deep	vein	thrombosis;	when	a	blood	clot	forms	in	at	least	one	vein	deep	in	the	body	EBCT:	Abbreviation
for	electron-beam	computed	tomography;	a	test	for	calcium	build	up	in	the	heart	ECG	or	EKG:	Both	abbreviations	for	electrocardiogram;	a	recording	of	the	heart’s	rhythm	used	to	monitor	cardiovascular	health	and	detect	issues	Embolism:	A	clot	of	blood	or	air	bubble	that	obstructs	an	artery	Enzyme:	A	protein	that	accelerates	chemical	reactions	in
the	body	Epidermis:	The	outermost	layer	of	skin	False	Negative:	When	a	test	incorrectly	indicates	that	a	particular	condition	is	absent,	when	it	is	in	fact	present	Flavonoids:	Chemical	compounds	often	found	in	plants,	fruits,	vegetables,	and	leaves;	found	to	have	antiviral,	anti	inflammatory,	and	anticancer	properties	FRAX	Tool:	Abbreviation	for
fracture	risk	assessment	tool;	used	to	measure	bone	fracture	risk	FX:	Abbreviation	for	fracture	GAD:	Abbreviation	for	generalized	anxiety	disorder	Galactagogue:	A	food	or	drug	that	increases	the	flow	of	a	mother’s	milk	Gangrene:	Decomposition	of	tissue	in	a	contained	area	of	the	body	caused	by	either	obstructed	circulation	or	a	bacterial	infection
Gastric:	Pertaining	to	the	stomach	HAART	(or	ART):	Abbreviations	for	highly	active	antiretroviral	therapy;	meaning	a	combination	of	drugs	are	used	as	treatment	HDL:	Abbreviation	for	high-density	lipoprotein;	commonly	known	as	“good”	cholesterol	Heart	Attack:	A	medical	emergency	when	the	flow	of	blood	that	brings	oxygen	to	the	heart	is	blocked
Hemiplegia:	Paralysis	of	one	side	of	the	body	HRT:	Abbreviation	for	hormone	replacement	therapy	Hypertension:	Also	known	as	high	blood	pressure;	when	the	pressure	of	blood	against	artery	walls	is	elevated	Hypotension:	Also	known	as	low	blood	pressure;	a	sudden	drop	in	blood	pressure	often	leads	to	light-headedness	and	could	be	a	sign	of	an
underlying	condition	Hypoxia:	Deficiency	of	oxygen	at	the	tissue	level	IBD:	Abbreviation	for	inflammatory	bowel	disease	Immunotherapy:	Using	substances	that	stimulate	a	natural	immune	response	to	prevent	or	treat	disease	Incontinence:	The	inability	to	control	urination	or	defecation	Inpatient:	A	patient	who	stays	at	the	hospital	for	the	entirety	of
treatment	Intravenous:	Within	a	vein	IVF:	Abbreviation	for	in	vitro	fertilization;	an	egg	and	sperm	are	fertilized	outside	the	body,	such	as	in	a	laboratory	setting	Jaundice:	A	medical	condition	that	causes	the	skin	and	eyes	to	yellow	as	a	result	of	an	obstructed	bile	duct	or	liver	disease	Joint:	The	place	where	two	two	bones	are	fitted	together	Keratin:
The	main	fibrous	protein	that	makes	up	hair	Ketamine:	A	synthetic	compound	used	as	an	anesthetic	LDL:	Abbreviation	for	low-density	lipoprotein;	commonly	known	as	“bad”	cholesterol	Lumbar:	Referring	to	the	lower	back	Lumbosacral:	Referring	to	the	lumbar	and	sacral	regions	of	the	back	Lymph	Node:	Small	structures	throughout	the	body
containing	cells	that	work	to	fight	illnesses	by	filtering	foreign	substances	Malignant:	To	become	progressively	worse;	commonly	use	in	the	context	of	cancer	MRI:	Abbreviation	for	magnetic	resonance	imaging;	a	medical	imaging	technique	Myocardial	infarction:	Also	known	as	a	heart	attack	Neonate:	An	infant	younger	than	four	weeks	old	NO:
Abbreviation	for	nitric	oxide;	a	compound	used	to	widen	blood	vessels	and	counteract	high	blood	pressure	NSAID:	Abbreviation	for	nonsteroidal	anti-inflammatory	drug;	used	to	reduce	swelling	and	pain	Occipital	lobe:	Area	in	the	back	of	the	brain	responsible	for	visual	processing	Occlusion:	Referring	to	a	partial	or	complete	blockage	Opiate:	A
substance	derived	from	opium	Opioid:	A	compound	resembling	opium	in	its	addictiveness	and	effect	Otitis:	Inflammation	of	the	ear	Outpatient:	When	care	is	given	without	admission	to	a	hospital	or	healthcare	facility	Palliative	care:	A	means	of	mitigating	symptoms	in	the	interest	of	quality	of	life	Pituitary	gland:	Located	at	the	base	of	the	brain;
responsible	for	regulating	the	thyroid	and	other	endocrine	system	glands	Prognosis:	The	expected	outcome	of	a	disease	or	illness	Quadriplegia:	Paralysis	of	all	limbs	Radiograph:	Alternate	name	for	an	X-ray	Radial	Tunnel	Syndrome:	A	condition	in	which	the	radial	nerve	is	compressed	at	the	elbow,	causing	pain,	tingling,	and	numbness	in	the	hand	and
arm	Remission:	The	disappearance	of	symptoms	of	a	disease;	can	be	temporary	or	permanent	Retroperitoneal:	The	membrane	that	lines	the	abdominal	cavity	SAD:	Abbreviation	for	seasonal	affective	disorder;	depression	brought	on	by	lack	of	sunlight	exposure	Sepsis:	A	serious	reaction	to	infection	within	the	body;	typically	an	extreme	response
Symptom:	An	indication	of	something,	especially	disease	or	some	other	physical	disturbance	Syndrome:	A	group	of	symptoms	that	occur	simultaneously	Systolic	blood	pressure:	Top	number	in	a	blood	pressure	reading;	a	measure	of	the	pressure	blood	exerts	against	arterial	walls	when	the	heart	contracts	Thoracic:	Regarding	the	chest	Thrombophilia:
A	disorder	that	makes	blood	more	likely	to	clot	Thrombosis:	Formation	of	a	blood	clot	TSH:	Abbreviation	for	thyroid-stimulating	hormone;	secreted	by	the	pituitary	gland	that	simulates	actions	of	the	thyroid	Ulcer:	Breakage	of	the	skin	or	other	surface	that	leads	to	inflammation	or	infection	Ultrasound:	Noninvasive	imaging	method	using	high-
frequency	sound	waves	Urinalysis:	Analysis	of	urine	Varicella:	The	technical	name	of	the	viral	infection	chicken	pox	Vascular:	Relating	to	blood	vessels	Vena	cava:	A	large	vein	carrying	deoxygenated	blood	into	the	heart	Wernicke’s	area:	Area	of	the	brain	responsible	for	speech	White	blood	cells:	Part	of	the	immune	system	that	protects	the	body	from
infection	Xeroderma:	Any	disease	involving	extreme	skin	dryness	Xerostomia:	Under-productive	salivary	glands	in	the	mouth	X-ray:	An	image	of	the	internal	structure	of	the	body	by	using	an	electromagnetic	wave	of	high	energy	YAG	capsulotomy:	A	technique	used	to	correct	blurred	vision	Zoonotic:	An	infectious	disease	that	is	transmissible	from
animals	to	humans	Become	a	master	of	medical	terms	from	home	by	taking	advantage	of	the	University	of	San	Diego’s	online	medical	terminology	course.	This	self-paced	offering	is	designed	with	current	and	prospective	healthcare	workers	in	mind,	and	includes	updated	lecture	content,	assignments,	and	access	to	the	DavisPlus	learning	lab.	Upon
completion,	you	will	be	able	to:	Classify	and	define	medical	terms	Interpret	diagnostic,	laboratory,	and	medical	abbreviations	Construct	medical	terms	using	root	words,	combining	forms,	prefixes,	and	suffixes	The	course	is	also	ideal	for	students	who	need	medical	terminology	credit	as	a	prerequisite	for	nursing	and	medical-specific	programs.	Become
Versed	in	Medical	Language	and	Terminology	Start	date:	Start	now,	you	have	180	days	to	complete	this	course	once	enrolled	What	you	will	learn:	List,	define	and	identify	medical	terms	for	different	body	systems,	as	well	as	the	components	of	these	terms	Identify	the	most	common	word	parts	for	medical	terms	Interpret	important	medical,	diagnostic
and	laboratory	abbreviations	and	terms	Construct	medical	terms	using	root	words,	combining	forms,	prefixes	and	suffixes	Distinguish	between	singular	and	plural	forms	of	selected	medical	terms	Classify	word	parts	for	medical	terms	for	numbers,	positions	and	directions	Units:	2	Reviewed	by	Suzi	Mattox	My	background	is	in	transformational
leadership	and	organizational	development.	I	earned	a	Master	of	Science	in	Organization	Management	from	the	University	of	Providence	(formerly	University	of	Great	Falls),	and	a	Bachelor	of	Science	in	Nursing	from	the	University	of	Portland.	I’ve	had	many	roles	in	health	care:	senior	clinical	informatics	specialist,	hospital	patient	experience
champion,	care	plan	site	coordinator,	psychiatric	nurse,	infection	prevention	nurse,	employee	health	nurse	and	inpatient	hospice	care.	I	am	very	passionate	about	providing	a	safe,	reliable	and	exceptional	patient	care	experience.	I	look	forward	to	working	with	all	of	you	this	semester!	URL	of	this	page:	This	is	a	list	of	some	common	abbreviations	and
acronyms.	Abbreviation	Stands	for	More	information	ABG	Arterial	blood	gases	You	may	have	an	ABG	test	to	detect	lung	diseases.	ACE	Angiotensin	converting	enzyme	Drugs	called	ACE	inhibitors	are	used	to	treat	high	blood	pressure,	heart	failure,	diabetes	and	kidney	diseases.	ACL	Anterior	cruciate	ligament	Commonly	injured	part	of	the	knee	ADHD
Attention	deficit	hyperactivity	disorder	A	behavior	disorder	AFIB	Atrial	fibrillation	A	disturbance	of	the	rhythm	of	the	heart	AIDS	Acquired	immunodeficiency	syndrome	Infection	caused	by	human	immunodeficiency	virus	ALP	Alkaline	phosphatase	You	may	have	a	blood	test	for	ALP	to	detect	liver	or	bone	disease.	ALS	Amyotrophic	lateral	sclerosis.	Also
known	as	Lou	Gehrig's	Disease	ALT	Alanine	aminotransferase	You	may	have	a	blood	test	for	ALT	to	detect	liver	disease.	AMD	Age-related	macular	degeneration	An	eye	problem	AMI	Acute	myocardial	infarction	Heart	attack	AODM	Adult	onset	diabetes	mellitus	Type	2	diabetes	AST	Aspartate	aminotransferase	You	may	have	a	blood	test	for	AST	to
detect	liver	disease.	AVM	Arteriovenous	malformation	A	defect	in	the	circulatory	system.	BID	Twice	a	day	Your	doctor	may	write	this	on	your	prescription.	BMI	Body	mass	index	A	measure	of	how	much	you	should	weigh	based	on	your	height	BP	Blood	pressure	The	force	of	your	blood	pushing	against	the	walls	of	your	arteries	BPH	Benign	prostatic
hypertrophy	Enlargement	of	the	prostate	gland	BRCA	Breast	Cancer	Gene	People	with	the	gene	may	be	at	increased	risk	for	breast	or	ovarian	cancer.	BUN	Blood	urea	nitrogen	You	may	have	a	blood	test	for	BUN	to	detect	kidney	disease	problems.	CA	Cancer	OR	Calcium			CA-125	Cancer	antigen	125	You	may	have	a	blood	test	for	CA-125	A	to	measure
cancer	activity.	CABG	Coronary	artery	bypass	graft	A	type	of	heart	surgery	CAD	Coronary	artery	disease	A	common	type	of	heart	disease	CAT	Computerized	axial	tomography	A	type	of	x-ray	CBC	Complete	blood	count	A	blood	test	that	measures	many	properties	of	the	cells	in	your	blood	CHD	Congenital	heart	disease	Heart	disease	you	were	born	with
CHF	Congestive	heart	failure	Also	called	heart	failure.	A	condition	in	which	the	heart	can’t	pump	enough	blood	throughout	the	body.	CMV	Cytomegalovirus	A	common	virus	CNS	Central	nervous	system	The	brain	and	spinal	cord	COPD	Chronic	obstructive	pulmonary	disease	A	lung	disease	that	makes	it	hard	to	breathe	CPK	Creatine	phosphokinase
You	may	have	a	blood	test	for	CPK	to	see	if	you’ve	had	a	heart	attack.	CPR	Cardiopulmonary	resuscitation	An	emergency	procedure	whose	heart	has	stopper	or	is	no	longer	breathing	CRF	Chronic	renal	failure	Failure	of	the	kidneys	CRP	C-reactive	protein	You	may	have	a	blood	test	for	CRP	to	see	if	you	have			inflammation	or	heart	problems.	CSF
Cerebrospinal	fluid	A	fluid	that	surrounds	the	brain	and	spinal	cord	CVA	Cerebrovascular	accident	A	stroke	or	"brain	attack"	CXR	Chest	x-ray	A	diagnostic	test	that	uses	radiation	to	make	images	of	your	lungs	D&C	Dilatation	and	curettage	A	surgical	procedure	on	the	uterus	(womb)	DJD	Degenerative	joint	disease	Another	name	for	arthritis	DM
Diabetes	mellitus			DTP	Diphtheria,	tetanus,	pertussis	A	vaccine	for	three	diseases	DVT	Deep-vein	thrombosis	A	blood	clot	DX	Diagnosis			ECG,	EKG	Electrocardiogram	A	test	that	measures	electrical	impulses	of	the	heart	ECHO	Echocardiogram	A	test	that	uses	sound	waves	to	look	at	the	heart	EEG	Electroencephalogram	A	test	that	measures
electrical	impulses	of	the	brain	EMG	Electromyography	A	test	that	measures	electrical	impulses	of	muscles	ENT	Ear,	nose	and	throat			ERCP	Endoscopic	retrograde	cholangiopancreatography	A	way	to	diagnose	problems	in	the	liver,	gallbladder,	bile	ducts	and	pancreas	ESR	Erythrocyte	sedimentation	rate	A	blood	test	for	inflammation	ESRD	End-
stage	renal	(kidney)	disease			FSH	Follicle	stimulating	hormone	If	you	are	a	woman,	you	may	have	a	blood	test	for	FSH	to	evaluate	fertility.	GERD	Gastroesophageal	reflux	disease	A	problem	that	happens	when	stomach	contents	leak	back	into	your	gullet	GI	Gastrointestinal	Another	term	for	your	digestive	system	GFR	Glomerular	filtration	rate	A	test
of	kidney	damage	GU	Genitourinary	The	urinary	and	sex	organs	HAV	Hepatitis	A	virus	A	virus	that	causes	one	type	of	liver	disease	HBV	Hepatitis	B	virus	A	virus	that	causes	one	type	of	liver	disease	HCT	Hematocrit	A	blood	test	measurement	HCV	Hepatitis	C	virus	A	virus	that	causes	one	type	of	liver	disease	HDL	High	density	lipoprotein	A	type	of
cholesterol,	also	known	as	"good"	cholesterol	HGB	Hemoglobin	A	blood	test	measurement	HIV	Human	immunodeficiency	virus	The	virus	that	causes	AIDS	HPV	Human	papilloma	virus	A	virus	that	causes	cervical	cancer	HRT	Hormone	replacement	therapy	Treatment	with	hormones	to	replace	natural	hormones	when	the	body	does	not	make	enough.
HTN	Hypertension	High	blood	pressure	IBD	Inflammatory	bowel	disease	A	name	for	two	digestive	disorders--	ulcerative	colitis	and	Crohn's	disease	IBS	Irritable	bowel	syndrome	A	problem	with	the	large	intestine	ICD	Implantable	cardioverter	defibrillator	A	device	that	monitors	heart	rhythm	problems	ICU	Intensive	care	unit	Special	hospital	unit
IDDM	Insulin-dependent	diabetes	mellitus	Type	1	diabetes	IM	Intramuscular	A	type	of	injection	IUD	Intrauterine	device	A	type	of	birth	control	for	women	IV	Intravenous	A	type	of	injection	IVP	Intravenous	pyelogram	An	x-ray	test	of	the		urinary	system	LDL	Low	density	lipoprotein	A	type	of	cholesterol,	also	known	as	"bad"	cholesterol	LFT	Liver
function	tests			MI	Myocardial	infarction	Heart	attack	MMR	Measles,	mumps,	and	rubella	A	vaccine	for	three	diseases	MRI	Magnetic	resonance	imaging	A		type	of	imaging	test	MRSA	Methicillin-resistant	Staphylococcus	aureus	A	type	of	infection	MS	Multiple	sclerosis	A	disease	of	the	nervous	system	NG	Nasogastric	You	may	need	an	NG	tube	to
empty	the	contents	of	your	stomach.	NIDDM	Non-insulin	dependent	diabetes	mellitus	Type	2	diabetes	NKDA	No	known	drug	allergies			NSAID	Non-steroidal	anti-inflammatory	drug	Drugs	like	ibuprofen	OCD	Obsessive-compulsive	disorder	A	type	of	anxiety	disorder	PAD	Peripheral	arterial	disease	Diseases	of	the	arteries	outside	the	heart	PAP
Papanicolau	You	may	need	a	PAP	test	to	detect	cervical	cancer.	PAT	Paroxysmal	atrial	tachycardia	A	disturbance	of	the	rhythm	of	the	heart	PET	Positron	emission	tomography	A	type	of	x-ray	test	PFT	Pulmonary	function	test	You	may	need	PFTs	to	find	out	how	your	lungs	are	working.	PID	Pelvic	inflammatory	disease	Infection	and	inflammation	of	the
female	reproductive	organs	PMS	Premenstrual	syndrome	A	group	of	symptoms	that	may	happen	before	a	woman’s	period	PPD	Purified	protein	derivative	You	may	have	a	PPD	skin	test	for	tuberculosis.	PRN	As	needed	Your	doctor	may	write	this	on	your	prescription.	PSA	Prostate	specific	antigen	You	may	have	a	blood	test	for	PSA	to	detect	prostate
disease.	PT	Prothrombin	time	A	measure	of	blood	clotting	PTH	Parathyroid	hormone	You	may	have	a	blood	test	for	PTH	to	detect				parathyroid	disease.	PTSD	Post-traumatic	stress	syndrome	An	illness	caused	by	traumatic	events	PTT	Partial	thromboplastin	time	A	measure	of	blood	clotting	PUD	Peptic	ulcer	disease	A	disease	of	the	stomach	PVC
Premature	ventricular	contraction	A	disturbance	of	the	rhythm	of	the	heart	QID	Four	times	a	day	Your	doctor	may	write	this	on	your	prescription.	RA	Rheumatoid	arthritis	A	type	of	joint	disease	RBC	Red	blood	cell	A	type	of	blood	cell	RSV	Respiratory	syncytial	virus	A	virus	that	causes	infections	in	children	Rx	Prescription			SAD	Seasonal	affective
disorder	Depression	during	seasons	with	little	light	SIDS	Sudden	infant	death	syndrome			SLE	Systemic	lupus	erythematosus	Lupus	for	short	SOB	Shortness	of	Breath			STD	Sexually	transmitted	disease			T3	Triiodothyronine	You	may	have	a	blood	test	for	T3	to	detect	thyroid	disease.	T4	Thyroxine	You	may	have	a	blood	test	for	T4	to	detect	thyroid
disease.	TB	Tuberculosis	An	infection	of	the	lungs	TAH	Total	abdominal	hysterectomy	Surgery	to	remove	a	woman's	uterus	(womb)	TIA	Transient	ischemic	attack	A		small	stroke	TIBC	Total	iron	binding	capacity	A	test	that	measures	the	amount	of	iron	in	your	blood	TID	Three	times	a	day	Your	doctor	may	write	this	on	your	prescription.	TMJ
Temporomandibular	joint	The	joint	that	connects	your	jaw	to	the	side	of	your	head	TORCH	Stands	for	a	group	of	infections	that	may	cause	birth	defects		A	newborn	will	have	this	test	to	check	for	infections.	Sometimes	the	mother	also	needs	the	test.	TSH	Thyroid	stimulating	hormone	You	may	have	a	blood	test	for	TSH	to	detect	thyroid	disease.	TURP
Transurethral	resection	of	prostate	gland	An	operation	to	remove	parts	of	the	prostate	gland	URI	Upper	respiratory	infection	Another	name	for	the	common	cold	UTI	Urinary	tract	infection	Infection	of	the	bladder	and	kidneys	XRT	Radiotherapy	Therapy	that	uses	radiation,	usually	for	cancer	WBC	White	blood	cell	A	type	of	blood	cell
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