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Skip to main content Reddit and its partners use cookies and similar technologies to provide you with a better experience. By accepting all cookies, you agree to our use of cookies to deliver and maintain our services and site, improve the quality of Reddit, personalize Reddit content and advertising, and measure the effectiveness of advertising. By
rejecting non-essential cookies, Reddit may still use certain cookies to ensure the proper functionality of our platform. For more information, please see our Cookie Notice and our Privacy Policy. No. Nintendo 3DS and Wii U games purchased on Nintendo eShop do not carry over to Nintendo Switch. The Nintendo Switch console is an all-new way to
play, and does not include backwards compatibility with digital or physical games designed for other consoles or systems. Nintendo Switch is a popular game console. Then plenty of gamers wonder that if the console is backward compatible. Whether they can play Wii games on Switch. If you are also unclear about it like others, read this post of
MiniTool now.As for the question whether Nintendo Switch backwards compatible, the video game company has made a reply on its website. The Nintendo Switch console is an all-new way to play, and will not include backwards compatibility with digital or physical games designed for other consoles or systems.If you like streaming games, this post is
worth reading: Streamlabs VS OBS: Which One It Better for Game BroadcastingWhat You Should Know about Nintendo SwitchNintendo Switch, released in 2006, it becomes a historical video games system because of multiple new and advanced features. Not only does it push the limits of video game realism, but also it opens a door into gaming for
the public.Additionally, Switch includes many simple and fun-to-play games, and easy to use motion controls. It is also a perfect combination of handheld and console play. To be short, Nintendo Switch is a big success by any measurement.Tip: The Wii was a hit with sales over 100 million units. The situation changed in 2012 when the Wii U was
released. However, Wii U was poorly marketed and confused many gamers, which results in poor sales and minimal game support from third-party publishers. Nintendo learned a lesson from that and made the Switch with the best aspects of Wii and Wii U.Also read:A Complete Guide to Set up EmuMMC/EmuNAND on Nintendo SwitchCan You Play
Wii Games on SwitchThe cartridges of the Switch are small and flash-based that are similar to that of the DS and 3DS cartridges. Even so, they are not the same. Physical moving parts, additional noise and bulk are required for a disc-based system. At the same time, you should also note that these items make the system more fragile.The PSP from
Sony used a physical disc-based system, while its successor Vita made the switch to flash cartridges. Since Switch doesnt have a disc drive, it is impossible to play any disc-based Wii games on it. But it doesnt mean there wont be a way to play digital copies of these games later on.Can you play Wii games on Switch? According to the above content,
you can learn that its possible in in the future. You cant play Wii games at present.Related articles:Wii Games on Switch FAQCan I transfer games from older consoles and systems to Nintendo Switch?No. Nintendo 3DS and Wii U games purchased on Nintendo eShop do not carry over to Nintendo Switch.Can I play Wii U games on Nintendo Switch?As
Nintendo has used the Wii U game library to start the Switch with a large selection of games, it is possible to Wii U games on Switch. Nevertheless, the Wii U games you can play on Switch are very limited. Here is a list of Wii U games that are available on Switch.Splatoon 2Bayonetta 2Mario Kart 8 DeluxePokken Tournament DXSuper Mario Maker
2Hyrule Warriors: Definitive EditionSuper Smash Bros. UltimateCaptain Toads Treasure TrackerDonkey Kong Country: Tropical FreezeThe Legend of Zelda: Breath of the WildNew Super Mario Bros. U Deluxe User Comments : Posted on Sun Apr 1, 2018 12:00 AM EDT by: Hairball This article was last updated on: May 16, 2020 5:42 pm EDT Want to
know how to play Wii U games on the Nintendo Switch? Tired of all the re-hashed ports that are being released on the Switch? As everyone knows, there are definitely way too many ports on the Nintendo Switch. SM128C's inside sources have discovered that there is a faction of developers at Nintendo opposed to its current policy of porting all major
Wii U titles to the Nintendo Switch and have secretly developed a feature to play Wii and Wii U games on the Nintendo Switch! Super Mario 3D World on the Switch home screen just like any other game "All the Wii U ports we're releasing now is a cash grab, it's a joke so we save on development costs for new games, which is what we want to do as
developers," says one team lead who declined to provide his name. In theNintendo Switch 5.0.1 system update, the Switch has added functionality that can now play Wii and Wii U games by simply plugging in a USB Blu-ray disc drive. It can either be a standalone USB Blu-ray disc drive, or a desktop computer Blu-ray disc drive with a SATA to USB
adapter. Wii U game discs are not native Blu-ray discs, however the Nintendo Switch is able to use software to program the Blu-ray drive to properly read in the discs so they are playable on the console. Simply plug the Blu-ray disc drive into the Switch's USB ports on the dock, and presto - Wii and Wii U games can be played just like any native
Switch game! This feature to play Wii and Wii U games will only work on docked mode, handheld and tabletop mode is not supported. It wouldn't be practical anyway, this optical drive add-on is simply not very portable at all. Connect a Blu-ray drive to your Nintendo Switch and you can instantly play Wii and Wii U games! This update is similar to the
surprise GameCube controller support added in the Switch 4.0 update that uses the Wii U GameCube USB adapter. It seems like the developers still run the show at Nintendo. Backwards compatibility has existed for the last few systems, GameCube games were playable on the Wii, Wii games were playing on the Wii U - the fact that Nintendo is once
again offering backwards comparability is not entirely a shock. Wii games will be upconverted to high-definition 1080p output when played on the Nintendo Switch, a feature that did not exist for the Wii U. This makes it possible to finally experience Super Mario Galaxy and Super Mario Galaxy 2 in HD, the way it should have been in the first place.
The Nintendo Switch does not have a sensor bar - and cannot use the Wii U sensor bar, but the built-in gyroscope is far superior to what was found on the Wii remotes. The Switch Joy-cons will be used as a replacement for the Wii remotes and nunchuks, and the Switch Pro Controller can be used in place of the Wii U Pro Controller. At this time, Wii U
digital downloads that were purchased are not supported - no reasons were not provided. However, it's suspected that Nintendo just doesn't truly believe in digital content delivery and prefers doing business the old fashioned way. There is one catch, the Wii U functionality will not be activated until it is announced at the next Nintendo Direct Mini
that is scheduled for Wed Apr 4, 2018 at 5:00 pm ET. Unfortunately, setting the clock on the console ahead will not work. Perhaps this is a sign that the porting frenzy is coming to an end and Nintendo is shifting the focus to new Switch games for the rest of 2018. Source: "Liar Of Lop" APRIL FOOLS! Unfortunately, there is no way to play Wii U
games on the Switch... if only such a magical device existed. If it's too good to be true, it probably is. The Nintendo Switch has been one of the company's greatest console hits, and with numbers continually increasing, the hybrid home and handheld gaming device is slowly catching up with the sales record set by the DS family of hardware. Part of
what makes the Switch such a popular console is its library of great games, which range from indie hits to first-party must-play experiences. If you look hard enough there's even a selection of retro Nintendo games to try out, but with a few caveats.Here's how backwards compatibility works on the Nintendo Switch.Can I play DS, 3DS, And Wii U
physical games on Switch?The short answer is no. The Switch only accepts its own proprietary cartridges, while downloaded games from its online store are saved on the console's internal storage or on an SD card inserted into it. The Switch has no disc drive, and its cartridge slot won't accept DS or 3DS cartridges.This is naturally a step back from
how previous Nintendo consoles handled backwards compatibility, as the 3DS for example was able to run DS games while the Wii U accepted Wii game discs. That doesn't mean that there's zero backwards compatibility on the Switch though, as Nintendo has chosen other methods for adding retro titles to its Switch library.Is there a Virtual Console
to buy older games from?Not at this time, as the Switch has no older storefront access that games can be acquired from. What the console does have though, is the Nintendo Online service that provides a substantial number of retro titles. The service has been releasing a steady number of NES and SNES games since launching a few years ago, which
includes classics such as River City Ransom, Super Metroid, and Donkey Kong Country.In late October, the service will expand to include N64 and Sega Genesis games. However, the pair of new consoles will be locked behind a new Switch Online subscription tier dubbed Expansion Pack. Nintendo hasn't announced pricing for the Expansion Pack,
though current subscribers will be able to upgrade.Are there video game port alternatives?Several actually! While the Wii U may not have been a best-seller for Nintendo, some of its under-appreciated games have been remastered for the Switch. Terrific games such as Bayonetta 2, The Wonderful 101, and Pokken Tournament can be found on the
Switch, many of which include new features and updated visuals. Here's alist of notable Wii U games on Switch:What about 3DS and DS games?Unfortunately, the novel dual-screen format that 3DS and DS games used makes a port of these titles challenging on the Switch and its single-screen setup. Figuring out how to get these games to work on
the Switch would be a massive undertaking for Nintendo, and with the console selling millions of units every year without those titles, it's likely not a high priority at all for the company.What about games from other consoles?The hardware on the Switch has proven itself to be more than capable of delivering quality visuals, and that has opened the
doors for third-party studios to bring their games to the handheld. Plenty of ports from the Xbox 360 and PlayStation 3 era of gaming can be found on the Switch, and in many instances, these games are bundled together with all of their DLC. It's worth noting that even if you do own the original game on another console though, you'll still need to pay
for the Switch version. Ever wondered if your shiny Nintendo Switch can play Wii U games? Youre not alone! This question pops up quite a bit among gamers.So, lets dive straight into whether your Nintendo Switch can run games made for its predecessor, the Wii U.Short Answer: No, With a ButUnfortunately, the Nintendo Switch cannot directly play
Wii U games. The two consoles have different system architectures and use different game media formats, making them incompatible. However, theres a silver lining! Nintendo has been re-releasing many popular Wii U titles on the Switch, often with added content or enhanced graphics. So while you cant pop a Wii U disc into your Switch, you might
find your favorite Wii U games available in the Nintendo eShop.Bringing the Best of Wii U to SwitchSince the launch of the Nintendo Switch, Nintendo has brought over many fan favorites from the Wii U, giving them a new lease on life. Games like Mario Kart 8 Deluxe, Donkey Kong Country: Tropical Freeze, and The Legend of Zelda: Breath of the
Wild originally appeared on the Wii U but have found even greater popularity on the Switch.This strategy not only keeps beloved games accessible but also introduces them to a wider audience. And the best part? Theyre often enhanced or expanded versions, making them even more enjoyable.Win With Playbite and Discover Nintendo ClassicsNow,
what if you could enjoy the best of Nintendo and win cool stuff while playing fun games? Thats where Playbite comes in! Playbite is an app that rewards you for playing casual mobile games. Imagine earning Nintendo eShop Gift Cards just by having fun. You could use these cards to explore the vast library of Nintendo classics, including those beloved
Wii U games that found a second home on the Switch.So why wait? Download the Playbite app today, and dive into a world of gaming where fun meets rewards. Who knows? Your next favorite game could be a Wii U classic reborn on the Switch, and you could start playing it without spending a dime!Win official Nintendo gift cards by playing games
on Playbite!In case youre wondering: Playbite simply makes money from (not super annoying) ads and (totally optional) in-app purchases. It then uses that money to reward players with really cool prizes!Join Playbite today! The brands referenced on this page are not sponsors of the rewards or otherwise affiliated with this company. The logos and
other identifying marks attached are trademarks of and owned by each represented company and/or its affiliates. Please visit each company's website for additional terms and conditions. Well, can you play Wii U games on Switch? The real answer to this question is both yes and no. In other words, its complicated, so what were going to do for this
article is to walk through both responses and explain them in more detail. But theres not much point to dallying here in the intro for too long, so lets get right to it. NO. To be clear, this is the answer to whether the Nintendo Switch console is backwards compatible with the Wii U. If youre relatively new to the world of gaming, backwards compatibility
refers to the ability of one console to play (physical) games from older consoles belonging to the same company. In that regard, no, the Nintendo Switch cant play Wii U game discs, and thats entirely due to the change of physical game formats between the Wii U and Switch. The Wii U was designed to read game discs, which have the same form factor
as CDs and DVDs. Incidentally, the last several generations of consoles from Nintendo, Sony, and Microsoft all used this form factor for their physical games. The Switch, due to its hybrid/handheld nature, instead uses small cartridges about the same size as a standard SD card. So if youre trying to fit a Wii U game disc into your Switch, its just not
going to happen. However, you can technically play quite a few of the biggest Wii U games on the Switch, provided youre willing to fork over some cash to buy a Switch copy, and thats what wed like to talk about next. Yes, you can play some Wii U games on the Switch, but only the games which have been ported to Switch, i.e. converted to run
natively on the Switch console, via either a physical game cartridge or download game. So while you cant play the entire Wii U library on Switch (not even close), some of the most popular games from the Wii U era can indeed be found on the Switch today. Usually, when older games are made available for sale on a newer system, whether console or
PC, they are priced lower than their original list prices. The major exception to this practice is when a great deal of new upgrades and/or features have been added for the new release, in which case the newer version of the game will be priced just below the original retail price or even at the current AAA game price of $60. In a somewhat
controversial move, many of the Wii U Switch ports found below have been listed at the full $60, leading more critical gamers to question whether each port is actually worth that amount. If you dont want to pay this amount for a Wii U port, we recommend searching for physical versions of each game on resale websites like eBay and Amazon, where
youll often find copies at substantially lower prices. [Quick note: the game titles listed below are the original game titles when released on Wii U. The Switch ports of these games tend to have an extra descriptor tacked on, often Deluxe or HD.] Mario Kart 8, renamed Mario Kart 8 Deluxe on Switch, was already a great game, following in the very long
tradition of excellent karting fun the Mario Kart series has become known for. The Deluxe version for Switch wasnt just a lazy port, either, with some hefty new features like a full battle mode, extensive multiplayer options including online play, and the additional courses and karts which were originally sold separately as DLC for the base game on Wii
U. Since Breath of the Wild served as the official first-party Nintendo launch game for the Switch, its easy to forget that the game was originally being developed for the Wii U and was only made the Switch launch title relatively late in the development process. Still, its a Wii U game that can be played on Switch, and we would argue that its much,
much better on Switch, given the portability of the system and the flexibility offered by the detachable Joy-Cons (until they start to drift, that is). Pikmin 3 struggled to hit high sales numbers on the Wii U, its original platform, and it seems that, so far, the Deluxe version for Switch is also having a hard time putting up big numbers on the immensely
popular console. Even so, Pikmin 3 is an excellent game and serves as a great entrypoint for newcomers to the series. The major 3D Mario game for Wii U finally made its way to Switch at the start of 2021, and not only did character speeds get a pretty big tweak, but Nintendo decided to add an entirely new standalone gameplay section (gameplay
mode? mini-storyline?) called Bowsers Fury, which functions as a mix of linear level design and the open-world sandbox design found in Super Mario Odyssey. If you havent played the game before, its definitely a good value. One of the Wii Us most compelling exclusives was Bayonetta 2, and while the Switch port eliminated that exclusivity, it is still
Nintendo-exclusive, which counts for a lot when the company has so few exclusives outside of first-party IPs like Mario and Zelda. Bayonetta 2 is beloved, and the release generated further interest in the upcoming third game in the series, which has not yet been given a release date, at least not at the time of publication. A fairly basic side scrolling
Mario platformer game, New Super Mario Bros. U (one of the worst titles in the Mario series) added a Deluxe and hopped onto the Switch, where its done quite well. Overall, this is not one you need to rush out and buy. A far superior platformer to New Super Mario Bros. U, Tropical Freeze delivers immense amounts of variety and creative gameplay
in the context of one of Nintendos most underserved series. Very little was added to the Switch version, and what was added, namely a New Funky Mode has become the butt of jokes across the internet. Expanding on the Captain Toad minigames from Super Mario 3D World, Captain Toad: Treasure Tracker is a delightful puzzle game with quite a bit
of content, and its full price is only $40 compared to the standard $60. A wild mashup of Zelda characters and settings, Hyrule Warriors is part of the Dynasty Warriors franchise, and it features a style of gameplay that wont appeal to everyone. Also, the Switch would later get its own Hyrule Warriors entry by way of Age of Calamity. We couldnt finish
up the article without addressing the retro gaming capabilities of both the Wii U and the Switch. After all, the Wii U wasnt just great for playing brand new releases using a weird, large gamepad; it was also one of the best systems on which to shop for and play classic games, provided via the Nintendo Virtual Console. This allowed access to many
games from the NES, Super NES, N64, and Game Boy Advance. So can the Switch at least play these games, too? Well, again, yes and no. The Switch is perfectly capable of running classic games from previous Nintendo eras, and Nintendo itself is free to add those games to the Switch, but they just havent done much of this at all. Instead of offering a
virtual console, the Switch offers a number of classic games if you subscribe to the Nintendo Switch Online service, which costs $20 US a year for an individual subscriber. This gives access to NES and Super NES console emulation on Switch, but only for a few dozen games on each. Sadly, at this point, any PC is a better platform for playing retro
games than the Switch or even the Wii U. Nintendo Switch, Nintendo Switch Lite, Nintendo Switch - OLED Model No. Nintendo 3DS and Wii U games purchased through Nintendo eShop do not carry over to Nintendo Switch consoles. The Nintendo Switch is an all-new way to play and does not include backwards compatibility with digital or physical
games designed for older consoles.
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