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Why	is	sydney	airport	closed

​	(Brook	Mitchell)​Airlines	were	left	scrambling	to	notify	passengers,	many	of	whom	were	told	of	the	delays	moments	before	boarding.Airservices	Australia	said	a	replacement	air	traffic	controller	has	since	been	called	in	but	not	before	flights	were	impacted."We	are	working	on	all	measures	to	minimise	further	impact,	including	accommodating
additional	flights	wherever	safe,"	an	Airservices	Australia	spokesperson	said."Airservices	apologises	to	passengers	affected	by	delays	and	cancellations,	and	we	are	disappointed	that	this	has	occurred	so	soon	after	our	strong	performance	over	the	Christmas	period,	when	ground	delays	were	at	record	lows	across	the	network.​"Virgin	Airlines	said	it
was	communicating	with	impacted	passengers	and	trying	to	get	them	onto	next	available	services.It	is	understood	most	of	the	​passengers	will	have	to	fly	tomorrow.Meanwhile,	commuters	are	facing	their	own	delays	after	industrial	action	has	caused	90	per	cent	of	the	train	services	to	be	cancelled	this	afternoon.Sydney	AirportSydneyNew	South
WalesnationalAustraliaTravelCONTACT	US	Your	web	browser	is	no	longer	supported.	I'm	sad.	There	are	calls	for	Sydney	to	become	a	24-hour	airport	like	Melbourne	and	Brisbane.It	is	the	gateway	to	Australia	for	many	international	travellers,	but	for	several	hours	each	night	it	is	closed.Unlike	the	24-hour	Melbourne,	Brisbane	and	Perth	airports,
Sydney	Airport	closes	its	international	terminal	between	11pm	and	2:30am.	Guests	booked	to	travel	should	monitor	their	flight	information	closely.”The	Ground	Delay	Program	only	allows	20	flights	to	arrive	per	hour,	and	will	remain	limited	until	11pm	AEST.Flights	will	be	delayed	or	cancelled	until	11pm	tonight,	with	airlines	scrambling	to	book
passengers	on	new	flights	tomorrow	Credit:	Thomson,	Lauren/SuppliedBuses	in	the	Sydney	CBD	are	now	under	increased	pressure	from	the	backlog	of	stranded	passengers,	and	those	using	public	transport	have	been	advised	to	expect	delays.It	comes	amidst	a	day	of	public	transport	woes	in	Sydney,	with	lengthy	delays	across	the	train	network,
which	has	been	crippled	by	ongoing	industrial	action.Commuters	have	been	warned	that	all	public	transport	in	and	around	Sydney’s	CBD	is	operating	under	extreme	pressure.	The	Bureau	of	Meteorology	warned	of	a	thunderstorm	across	Sydney	and	surrounding	areas	on	Monday	…	(Nine)"Severe	thunderstorms	in	the	warning	area	have	temporarily
eased,"	the	BoM	said."However,	the	redevelopment	of	severe	thunderstorms	remains	possible.	(ABC	News)"I	came	on	Friday	afternoon	and	then	[the	flight]	was	cancelled	while	we	were	waiting	at	the	bar	and	our	bags	were	checked	on	…	We've	lost	five	days	of	car	hire,	and	now	we're	set	until	Wednesday,"	one	passenger	said.Another	holiday-maker
was	distraught	after	finding	out	her	flight	had	been	delayed	by	10	hours."I'm	devastated.	To	improve	your	experience	update	it	hereHundreds	of	people	have	been	left	stranded	after	a	wild	Sydney	storm	yesterday	evening	saw	23	flights	into	the	harbour	city	cancelled.Other	flights	were	diverted,	leaving	passengers	from	Qatar	and	Fiji	stuck	in
Brisbane.And	the	city	is	waking	to	more	wet	weather	today,	after	the	storm	left	a	trail	of	damage	overnight.​Sydney	was	smashed	by	a	wild	storm	this	evening,	which	prompted	the	diversion	and	cancellations	of	flights	and	brought	down	trees.	​​Airservices	Australia	was	forced	to	reduce	the	number	of	aircraft	movements	due	to	poor	weather	this
afternoon	but	delays	worsened	when	a	staff	member	called	in	sick	with	late	notice.As	a	result,	26	departures	and	32	arrivals	have	been	cancelled.Hundreds	of	passengers	have	been	stranded	at	Sydney	Airport	after	more	than	50	flights	were	cancelled	today	due	to	an	unexpected	air	traffic	controller	shortage.	In	short:	Sydney	Airport	closes	its
terminals	between	11pm	and	2.30am	due	to	a	flight	curfew.Passengers	have	complained	about	being	locked	out	for	hours	without	access	to	facilities.What's	next?	The	storm	…	Multiple	domestic	flights	to	and	from	Sydney	Airport	have	been	delayed	or	cancelled	after	a	thunderstorm	ripped	through	the	city.	(ADS-B	Exchange)This	morning,	the	storm
line	extends	from	Dubbo	across	to	the	Central	Coast.In	Sydney,	the	rain	belt	is	moving	through	the	city's	north,	drenching	suburbs	including	Avalon	Beach	and	Mona	Vale.Gosford,	Woy	Woy,	and	Cowan	are	expected	to	be	next	in	line	this	morning.​Flights	out	of	Sydney	Airport	are	largely	back	on	schedule	this	morning	according	to	the	airport's	​flight
roster,	but	there	are	some	cancellations.The	SES	said	it	had	been	called	to	a	total	of	278	incidents	during	the	weather	event.The	storm	swept	at	about	7.30pm	yesterday,	with	the	severe	weather	warning	later	cancelled	at	about	8.30pm.Sydney	Airport	resumed	operations	a	short	time	later,	having	registering	19mm	in	the	gauges	in	less	than	two
hours.As	the	thunderstorms	moved	off	the	NSW	coast,	the	Bureau	of	Meteorology	(BoM)	warned	they	are	likely	to	return	in	the	coming	days.The	storm	swept	through	at	around	7.30pm	after	earlier	warnings.	To	improve	your	experience	update	it	hereHundreds	of	passengers	have	been	stranded	at	Sydney	Airport	after	more	than	50	flights	were
cancelled	today	due	to	an	unexpected	air	traffic	controller	shortage.	Some	passengers	have	been	left	in	limbo	this	morning	after	a	number	of	domestic	flights	out	of	Sydney	were	cancelled.Holiday-makers	have	been	left	distraught	at	Sydney	Airport	after	more	domestic	flights	were	cancelledIt	is	the	fourth	day	of	delays	and	cancellations	at	the
terminalsVirgin	Australia	apologised	for	the	disruptions	on	MondayAbout	150	flights	have	been	delayed	or	cancelled	since	Friday	due	to	strong	winds	and	staffing	shortages.At	least	10	flights	have	been	cancelled	out	of	Sydney	Airport's	domestic	terminals	today,	with	airlines	blaming	the	disruption	as	a	knock-on	effect	from	the	weekend's
cancellations.Many	holiday-makers	told	the	ABC	their	flights	were	cancelled	without	warning.Some	were	left	feeling	frustrated,	only	finding	out	their	flights	had	been	cancelled	when	they	arrived	at	the	airport.Sydney's	domestic	terminals	are	experiencing	cancellations	during	school	holidays.	The	situation	is	being	closely	monitored	and	further
detailed	warnings	will	be	issued	as	necessary."Earlier,	storms	hit	areas	in	the	NSW	Southern	Highlands,	with	the	tourist	spots	of	​Gerroa,	Berry,	Robertson	and	the	area	just	east	of	Bowral	all	warned	of	storms	and	heavy	rain.The	Bureau	of	Meteorology	(BoM)	said	while	storms	have	eased,	they	may	return.	(Bureau	of	Meteorology)Wollongong,	Kiama,
Bowral	and	the	Nattai	Tablelands	as	well	as	Camden,	Campbelltown,	Picton	and	Bulli	were	also	in	the	firing	line.Then	the	wild	weather	hit	the	Sydney	city	area,	Hunter,	Illawarra	and	Central	NSW.Wind	gusts	close	to	100km	and	hour	were	recorded	in	regional	parts	of	the	state,	the	SES	said.07:35	AEST07:40	AEST07:45	AEST07:50	AEST07:55
AEST08:00	AEST08:05	AESTThey	include	a	98	km/h	wind	gust	recorded	at	Cobar	Airport	at	2.55pm.Earlier,	there	was	a	report	of	a	large	tree	branch	falling	on	an	apartment	in	Waterloo	in	the	city's	inner	south.​The	wettest	spot	was	in	Thredbo	were	they	recorded	63mm	of	rain	in	a	number	of	hours.​CONTACT	USAuto	news:	The	coupe	that	history	has
largely	forgotten.	I	just	want	to	go	on	my	trip.	The	SES	said	it	had	been	called	to	a	total	of	278	incidents	during	the	weather	event.	Multiple	domestic	flights	to	and	from	Sydney	Airport	have	been	delayed	or	cancelled	after	a	thunderstorm	ripped	through	the	city.The	Bureau	of	Meteorology	warned	of	a	thunderstorm	across	Sydney	and	surrounding
areas	on	Monday	morning,	including	the	potential	for	flash	flooding	as	a	result	of	heavy	rainfall.Before	11am	on	Monday,	about	210,000	lightning	strikes	were	detected	within	200km	of	Newcastle.Know	the	news	with	the	7NEWS	app:	Download	today	Four	people	were	injured	when	a	lightning	struck	a	tree	they	were	standing	under	near	the	entrance
to	the	Botanic	Gardens	of	Sydney	on	Monday	afternoon.The	wild	weather	led	to	the	tarmac	at	Sydney	Airport	being	closed	for	two	hours	and	a	number	of	flights	being	cancelled	or	delayed.Some	flights	arriving	in	Sydney	from	the	Gold	Cost,	Melbourne	and	Canberra	were	cancelled	after	2pm.Fights	departing	Sydney	arriving	in	Adelaide,	Hobart,
Brisbane,	Melbourne	or	the	Gold	Coast	were	also	cancelled.Sydney	Airport	advised	passengers	to	check	the	status	of	their	flight	with	their	airline.Qantas	said	three	of	its	flights	were	diverted	to	Canberra	or	Brisbane	during	the	storm.A	Qantas	Sydney-Perth	return	flight	and	three	other	flights	between	Sydney	and	Melbourne	were	also	cancelled.By
4pm,	the	bureau	cancelled	its	thunderstorm	warning	and	said	rainfall	had	eased	around	Sydney.“The	immediate	threat	of	severe	thunderstorms	has	passed,	but	the	situation	will	continue	to	be	monitored,	and	further	warnings	will	be	issued	if	necessary,”	it	said.Nearly	50mm	fell	in	an	hour	at	Kings	Langley,	in	the	city’s	northwest,	while	Belrose
received	34mm	in	two	hours.Near-stationary	storms	also	caused	downpours	over	Blacksmiths	in	Newcastle,	with	65mm	falling	in	less	than	six	hours.-With	AAP	Your	web	browser	is	no	longer	supported.	The	domestic	terminal	is	closed	until	4am.Passengers	who	have	missed	connections	or	arrived	extra	early	for	morning	flights	have	complained	about
being	kicked	out	and	forced	to	wait	on	the	street.Entrepreneur	and	Planet	Ark	co-founder	Jon	Dee	said	he	had	a	6am	flight	to	Armenia	via	Dubai	on	Monday	morning.He	decided	to	get	the	last	train	from	his	Katoomba	home	on	Sunday	night	and	arrived	at	the	airport	just	after	midnight.He	said	hotels	were	booked	out	or	charging	inflated	prices	due	to
Taylor	Swift	performing	in	Sydney.The	airport	experience	can	shape	travellers'	first	and	last	impressions	of	the	country.	(AAP:	Paul	Miller)He	said	he	planned	to	relax	in	the	airport	until	it	was	time	to	check	in	at	3am,	but	was	"amazed"	to	be	told	by	a	security	guard	to	leave."When	I	went	outside,	I	met	this	German	lady	who	had	a	six-month-old	baby,
and	she	had	to	wait	for	two-and-a-half	hours	outside,"	Mr	Dee	told	ABC	Radio	Sydney.Like	him,	she	had	assumed	there	would	be	somewhere	to	wait	even	if	their	flight	wasn't	leaving	until	6am."I	travel	around	the	world,	all	the	major	international	airports,	the	terminals	themselves	are	open	24	hours	a	day	even	if	they're	not	allowed	to	fly	24	hours,"
Mr	Dee	said."That	way,	if	you	do	arrive	there,	or	if	you're	stuck,	or	the	plane	breaks	down,	there's	some	way	you	can	get	a	coffee,	somewhere	you	can	go	to	the	toilet,	somewhere	you	can	relax."Airport	blames	flight	curfewMr	Dee	said	it	was	"embarrassing"."We	are	the	main	entry	point	for	most	people	coming	to	Australia	and	it's	ridiculous	that	we're
kicking	people	out	on	the	street."Imagine	if	it	had	been	a	winter's	night	with	rain,	all	of	those	passengers	would	have	got	wet,	I	think	it's	time	for	it	to	become	a	24-hour	airport."A	spokesperson	for	Sydney	Airport	said	the	terminals	closed	to	the	public	overnight	for	security	reasons."It's	due	to	the	government-mandated	curfew	from	11pm	to	6am,"
they	said.Loading..."However,	we	emphasise	a	common	sense	approach	with	our	security	contractor	particularly	around	situations	involving	vulnerable	people."We	will	follow	this	up	to	make	sure	our	teams	meet	expectations	around	customer	service	and	communication	in	the	future."Mary	Loonam	said	she	had	a	similar	experience	when	she	and	her
friend	arrived	early	for	their	6am	flight	to	Eastern	Europe."I've	got	this	friend	who	has	to	be	early	for	everything,	so	we	arrived	at	the	airport	by	taxi	and	of	course	nothing	was	open,"	she	said."And	she	suffers	from	quite	a	bad	back	that	friend	of	mine	and	there	was	no	way	for	her	to	sit	or	anything."She	ended	up	sitting	on	a	suitcase."Karen	Burgess
said	she	arrived	at	the	airport	at	2am	to	farewell	her	son	who	was	travelling	to	the	United	Kingdom."There	were	probably	about	20	to	30	people	there	…	I	just	thought	it	was	hysterical,	I	had	my	nose	pressed	to	the	window	looking	at	the	guy	polishing	the	floor."Leaving	a	good	impressionAviation	expert	and	Aviation	Projects	managing	director,	Keith
Tonkin,	said	he	was	not	surprised	Sydney	Airport	was	closed	for	a	few	hours	given	the	flight	curfew.He	said	there	would	be	a	"significant	cost"	to	open	the	terminal	facilities	for	a	relatively	small	number	of	people	who	would	need	them	at	those	times."It	is	unlikely	that	they	would	have	had	any	airline	staff	and	other	staff	that	would	want	to	be	there
necessarily,	during	those	times	if	there	was	no	scheduled	operation,"	Mr	Tonkin	said.He	suggested	the	airport	consider	providing	some	basic	shelter	to	accommodate	those	people	who	were	extra	early	for	flights	or	have	had	their	plans	disrupted	leaving	them	stranded.He	said	it	was	important	to	make	the	airport	experience	as	smooth	as	possible."It's
the	gateway,	the	major	gateway	to	Sydney	in	Australia	for	a	lot	of	international	travellers,	and	their	first	or	their	last	impression	can	make	a	really	big	difference	about	how	they	perceive	the	place	and	how	they	reflect	their	experience	to	others,"	he	said.	It's	not	working	out	for	me,	and	I'm	just	really	stressed	right	now,"	she	said.Virgin	Australia
customers	are	believed	to	be	the	most	affected.In	a	statement,	a	spokesperson	for	Virgin	Australia	apologised	for	the	disruptions."We	apologise	to	anyone	impacted	by	delayed	or	cancelled	services	and	we	continue	to	work	hard	to	ensure	our	guests	reach	their	destinations,"	they	said.Posted	Sun	2	Jul	2023	at	11:58pmSunday	2	Jul	2023	at
11:58pmSun	2	Jul	2023	at	11:58pm,	updated	Mon	3	Jul	2023	at	12:55amMonday	3	Jul	2023	at	12:55amMon	3	Jul	2023	at	12:55am	More	than	100	flights	across	more	than	30	airlines	have	been	cancelled	and	others	delayed	as	brutal	winds	whip	across	Sydney	Airport.The	airport	closed	two	of	its	three	runways,	sparking	travel	chaos	for	departing
passengers.Parallel	runway	operations	are	likely	to	resume	in	the	early	afternoon,	Airservices	Australia	told	7NEWS.com.au.Know	the	news	with	the	7NEWS	app:	Download	today	By	this	afternoon,	“weather	conditions	are	expected	to	ease,	and	winds	become	southerly,”	it	said.“This	decision	is	purely	weather-related	—	crosswinds	on	the	parallel
runways	are	up	to	30knots.”Southwesterly	winds	up	to	45km/h	and	are	set	to	continue	into	Tuesday,	according	to	the	Bureau	of	Meteorology.“Sydney	Airport	is	currently	on	single	runway	operations	due	to	strong	winds,”	Sydney	Airport	told	7NEWS.com.au.“This	has	caused	some	flight	delays	and	cancellations.”Passengers	are	advised	to	contact
airlines	directly	for	the	latest	information	on	the	status	of	their	flights.A	total	of	133	flights	have	so	far	been	cancelled	and	many	other	flights	delayed,	according	to	the	Sydney	Airport	website.Local	airlines	affectedJetstar	–	six	cancelled,	eight	delayedQantas	–	22	cancelled,	27	delayedRex	Regional	Express	–	nine	delayedVirgin	Australia	–	14	cancelled,
10	delayedFlyPelican	–	three	delayedInternational	airlines	affectedAir	Canada	–	three	cancelled,	six	delayedAir	Europa	–	one	delayedAir	France	–	one	cancelled,	three	delayedAir	New	Zealand	–	20	cancelled,	23	delayedAlaska	Airlines	–	one	delayedAll	Nippon	Airways	–	one	delayedAmerican	Airlines	–	three	cancelled,	10	delayedBangkok	Airways	–	two
cancelled,	four	delayedBritish	Airways	–	one	cancelled,	six	delayedChina	Airlines	–	one	cancelled,	two	delayedChina	Eastern	Airlines	–	four	cancelled,	six	delayedChina	Southern	Airlines	–	three	delayedEgyptair	–	one	delayedEl	Al	Israel	Airlines	–	two	delayedEmirates	–	16	cancelled,	20	delayedEtihad	-	11	cancelled,	10	delayedFiji	Airways	–	one
cancelled,	one	delayedFinnair	–	three	delayedGulf	Air	–	one	delayedHawaiian	Airlines	–	eight	cancelled,	three	delayedJapan	Airlines	–	one	delayedKLM	Royal	Dutch	Airlines	–	two	delayedLATAM	Airlines	–	two	cancelled,	four	delayedMiddle	East	Airlines	–	one	delayedQatar	Airways	–	two	cancelled,	two	delayedSingapore	Airlines	–	11	cancelled,	eight
delayedSriLankan	Airlines	–	three	cancelled,	two	delayedUnited	Airlines	–	two	cancelled,	six	delayed.If	you’d	like	to	view	this	content,	please	adjust	your	.To	find	out	more	about	how	we	use	cookies,	please	see	our	Cookie	Guide.Current	weather	and	airport	delay	conditions	for	(SYD)	Sydney	Kingsford	Smith	International	Airport	located	in	Sydney
NSW,	AU	Flights	out	of	Sydney	Airport	are	largely	back	on	schedule	this	morning	according	to	the	airport's	​flight	roster,	but	there	are	some	cancellations.	Stranded	passengers	await	further	news	as	dozens	of	flights	across	all	airlines	out	of	Sydney’s	domestic	airport	were	cancelled	due	to	a	shortage	of	air	traffic	controllers.The	last-minute	decision
by	Airservices	Australia	implementing	a	Ground	Delay	Program	(GDP)	is	impacting	all	airlines	in	and	out	of	Sydney	today.WATCH	THE	VIDEO	ABOVE:	Sydney	Airport	thrown	into	chaos	due	to	air	traffic	controller	shortageKnow	the	news	with	the	7NEWS	app:	Download	today	In	a	statement	to	7NEWS,	Airservices	Australia	said	that	they	had	already
reduced	the	amount	of	aircraft	movements	due	to	poor	weather,	however	the	issue	was	compounded	when	a	staff	member	called	in	sick,	grounding	air	traffic	out	of	Sydney	to	a	halt.Assuring	customers	that	the	shortage	would	be	temporary,	the	air	navigation	provider	announced	plans	to	add	additional	flights	to	remove	the	backlog	of	stranded
passengers.“We	have	since	sourced	replacement	staff	to	fill	the	position,	however	in	the	interim	some	flight	cancellations	did	occur,”	they	said.“We	are	disappointed	that	this	has	occurred	so	soon	after	our	strong	performance	over	the	Christmas	period,	when	ground	delays	were	at	record	lows	across	the	network.”Virgin	Australia	Airlines	told
7NEWS.com.au	that	16	of	their	flights	have	been	affected.“We	are	in	the	process	of	communicating	to	impacted	guests	and	re-accommodating	them	on	the	next	available	services,”	they	said.“We	regret	this	has	required	the	cancellation	of	some	Virgin	Australia	services	to	and	from	Sydney	today.
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