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Lobby	groups	examples

By	Thomas	Metcalf	Updated	July	20,	2018	Lobbying	occurs	at	all	levels	of	government,	including	local,	state	and	federal.	Lobbyists	have	an	active	role	in	writing	legislation	and	influencing	political	decisions.	How	effective	you	can	be	in	fulfilling	these	roles	will	determine	your	success	and	income.	For	those	who	are	creative,	enjoy	working	with
people,	and	believe	in	the	causes	they	support,	becoming	a	lobbyist	is	a	solid	career	opportunity.	Becoming	a	lobbyist	requires	no	certification,	which	makes	it	an	easy	field	to	enter	with	varied	lobbyist	educational	background	possibilities.	Because	of	that	ease,	however,	new	lobbyists	must	be	able	to	prove	their	worth	to	a	potential	client,	and	that
may	be	difficult.	If	you	plan	to	pursue	a	lobbyist	career,	an	undergraduate	degree	in	political	science	might	be	helpful,	unless	you	have	an	interest	in	a	specific	field.	In	that	case,	your	lobbyist	educational	background	should	focus	on	a	major	in	the	field	you	wish	to	lobby	in.	For	example,	if	you	want	to	be	an	environmental	lobbyist,	you	might	earn	an
environmental	science	degree	with	a	few	political	science	or	law	classes	mixed	in.	While	most	lobbyists	have	college	degrees,	many	have	a	legal	education,	which	serves	them	well	in	interpreting	and,	on	occasion,	drafting	legislation.	Because	a	lobbyist	career	requires	a	working	knowledge	of	the	legislative	process,	many	lobbyists	get	their	start	as
congressional	staffers,	legislative	interns	or	employees	of	trade	associations	involved	in	the	political	process.	Some	are	active	in	political	campaigns	of	candidates	whose	positions	they	support.	Not	only	will	a	job	in	these	areas	introduce	you	to	the	way	government	works,	it	will	also	provide	the	opportunity	to	expand	your	network.	Networking	is	an
essential	part	of	the	lobbyist’s	work.	As	the	old	saying	goes,	“It's	not	what	you	know,	but	who	you	know.”	Begin	building	your	network	immediately.	To	be	an	effective	lobbyist,	you	must	be	good	in	both	written	and	oral	communication.	You	must	also	be	persistent	and	persuasive.	The	first	test	of	your	lobbying	skills	may	well	be	landing	yourself	a	job.	If
you	have	started	with	employment	in	the	legislative	arena,	you	should	begin	inquiring	about	lobbying	opportunities.	You	can	find	information	about	lobbying	firms,	individual	lobbyists	and	their	clients	at	OpenSecrets.org.	Look	for	groups	or	causes	that	could	use	your	expertise,	skills	and	enthusiasm.	One	way	to	learn	the	ropes	quickly	when	becoming
a	lobbyist	is	to	enroll	in	the	lobbying	certification	program	offered	by	the	American	League	of	Lobbyists,	a	trade	association	in	Washington,	D.C.	While	the	certification	is	entirely	voluntary,	it	does	provide	a	solid	overview	of	the	lobbyist	career.	The	program	consists	of	monthly	seminars,	which	participants	can	take	in	Washington	or	by
teleconferencing	from	a	remote	location.	To	be	certified	you	must	enroll	in	five	required	core	seminars	and	six	of	eight	electives	within	a	two-year	period.	The	program	offers	instruction	in	the	legislative	process,	tips	on	lobbying	practices,	a	review	of	the	laws	affecting	lobbying	at	the	national	level,	and	lobbying	ethics.	In	the	1960s,	the	truth	about
asbestos-related	diseases	such	as	mesothelioma	surfaced.	A	wave	of	lawsuits	soon	poured	into	courts	around	the	world,	and	governments	began	restricting	and	banning	the	use	of	asbestos.	But	while	concerned	scientists	and	doctors	were	busy	trying	to	reveal	the	dangers	of	the	toxic	mineral,	the	asbestos	industry	was	formulating	its	counter	attack.
This	led	to	industry-backed	lobbying	organizations.	Through	tactics	such	as	intimidating	activists,	suppressing	research,	controlling	local	media	and	buying	out	politicians,	these	groups	push	the	money-making	agenda	of	asbestos	companies.	Despite	the	condemning	evidence	against	the	mineral,	modern-day	production	of	asbestos	is	going	strong.
Active	Pro-Asbestos	Lobbying	Organizations	The	global	asbestos	industry	preys	on	weak	regulatory	environments	in	developing	nations.	Pro-asbestos	interests	also	have	close	relationships	with	the	governments	of	Russia	and	the	U.S.	International	Chrysotile	Association	The	International	Chrysotile	Association	(ICA)	was	founded	in	the	U.K.	in	1976,
originally	called	the	“Asbestos	International	Association.”	Since	then,	it	has	changed	its	name	and	headquarters	as	asbestos	has	become	unwelcome	in	most	of	the	developed	world.	Today,	the	ICA’s	directors	mainly	come	from	developing	nations	where	asbestos	is	still	commonly	used.	The	ICA	works	to	block	asbestos	bans	whenever	they	are	proposed.
It	sponsors	corrupt	science	and	spreads	disinformation,	employing	many	of	the	same	strategies	as	the	tobacco	industry.	Russian	Chrysotile	Association	Russia	leads	the	world	in	asbestos	mining,	and	the	Chrysotile	Association	is	one	of	the	toxic	mineral’s	most	stalwart	advocates.	The	organization	effectively	blurs	the	boundary	between	the	Russian
government	and	mining	titans	such	as	Uralasbest.	Exporting	asbestos	is	a	multibillion-dollar	industry	in	Russia.	The	Chrysotile	Association	exists	to	protect	those	profits	and	ensure	asbestos	continues	to	flow	into	the	developing	world.	Indian	Asbestos	Cement	Products	Manufacturers	Association	The	Asbestos	Cement	Products	Manufacturers
Association	(ACPMA)	lobbies	for	the	asbestos	industry	in	India,	one	of	the	world’s	top	consumers	of	asbestos.	The	organization	receives	industry	funding	to	spread	misinformation.	Even	while	acknowledging	the	asbestos	death	toll	in	the	West,	it	claims	asbestos	will	not	cause	illness	in	Indians.	The	ACPMA’s	lobbying	efforts	no	doubt	played	a	role	in
the	failure	of	proposed	asbestos	bans	in	2011	and	2012.	Mexican	Institute	of	Fiber	Industries	Based	in	Mexico,	the	Mexican	Institute	of	Fiber	Industries	(IMFI)	works	to	prevent	asbestos	regulation	all	throughout	Latin	America.	The	asbestos	industry	once	had	a	powerful	grip	over	the	region	because	of	cooperation	between	IMFI	and	smaller	national
lobbying	organizations.	Thankfully,	the	asbestos	lobby	has	lost	much	ground	in	Latin	America	in	recent	years.	But	that	has	not	stopped	the	IMFI	from	continuing	to	deny	the	health	hazards	of	working	with	asbestos.	It	enjoys	a	close	relationship	with	the	Mexican	government,	to	the	detriment	of	Mexican	workers	and	residents.	American	Chemistry
Council	The	American	Chemistry	Council	(ACC)	lobbies	for	a	variety	of	industries	in	America.	The	ACC’s	Chlorine	Institute	is	one	of	the	primary	organizations	still	working	to	prevent	a	U.S.	asbestos	ban.	The	U.S.	Environmental	Protection	Agency	(EPA)	has	been	effectively	subjected	to	the	ACC’s	influence	in	recent	years.	Many	activists	doubt	the
EPA	will	take	asbestos	risks	seriously	as	long	as	it	is	controlled	by	business-friendly	leadership.	Historical	Pro-Asbestos	Lobbying	Organizations	The	news	isn’t	all	bad.	Anti-asbestos	activists	have	scored	significant	victories,	as	shown	by	the	list	of	defunct	pro-asbestos	organizations	in	the	U.S.,	Canada	and	Brazil.	Asbestos	Information	Association	–
North	America	The	Asbestos	Information	Association	(AIA/NA)	was	a	trade	group	founded	during	the	final	years	of	the	asbestos	cover-up	in	the	U.S.	It	attempted	to	discredit	Dr.	Irving	Selikoff	and	other	researchers	reporting	on	asbestos-related	diseases.	The	AIA/NA	launched	personal	attacks	against	them	and	cast	doubt	on	the	science	behind	their
findings.	Johns-Manville	was	the	primary	force	behind	the	AIA/NA,	though	its	members	included	numerous	other	asbestos	industry	companies.	Many	of	those	companies	have	since	sought	bankruptcy	protection	because	of	asbestos	lawsuits.	Canadian	Chrysotile	Institute	Canada	became	a	leading	world	supplier	of	asbestos	during	the	20th	century.	To
ensure	it	stayed	that	way,	its	Chrysotile	Institute	worked	closely	with	the	International	Chrysotile	Association	and	other	lobbying	organizations	around	the	world.	The	Chrysotile	Institute	held	out	until	2012,	when	the	last	asbestos	mines	in	Canada	closed	and	the	institute	lost	its	main	source	of	funding.	Brazilian	Chrysotile	Institute	Brazil’s	Chrysotile
Institute	was	modeled	after	the	lobbying	organizations	in	Canada,	Russia	and	other	asbestos	exporters.	After	Canadian	exports	dwindled,	Brazil	enjoyed	a	position	as	the	top	asbestos	supplier	to	the	U.S.	for	a	time.	But	when	Brazil	banned	asbestos	in	2017,	Russia	secured	its	almost	unchallenged	control	over	the	asbestos	mining	trade.	U.S.	Anti-
Litigation	Lobbying	Organizations	Asbestos	litigation	is	America’s	longest-running	mass	tort	—	which	has	given	it	plenty	of	time	to	make	powerful	enemies	such	as	the	U.S.	Chamber	of	Commerce	and	several	trade	organizations.	Asbestos	Study	Group	The	Asbestos	Study	Group	is	an	alliance	of	companies	that	acquired	asbestos	liabilities	by	buying
former	asbestos	industry	companies.	The	organization	has	spent	millions	of	dollars	lobbying	Congress	to	pass	legislation	that	would	limit	people’s	ability	to	sue	over	asbestos-related	diseases.	U.S.	Chamber	of	Commerce	/	Institute	for	Legal	Reform	The	Chamber	of	Commerce	is	a	powerful	lobbying	organization	for	big	businesses	in	America.	It
channels	millions	of	dollars	toward	campaigns	to	pass	bills	designed	by	business-friendly	organizations	such	as	the	American	Legislative	Exchange	Council.	American	Legislative	Exchange	Council	The	American	Legislative	Exchange	Council	(ALEC)	is	officially	a	group	of	state	legislators	that	cooperate	on	designing	laws.	In	practice,	however,	it
receives	most	of	its	funding	and	inspiration	from	businesses.	Company-sponsored	think	tanks	craft	business-friendly	“model	bills”	for	ALEC	members	to	introduce	in	state	legislatures.	The	ALEC	has	succeeded	in	getting	many	states	to	pass	laws	that	create	obstacles	for	people	seeking	compensation	for	asbestos	exposure.	American	Tort	Reform
Association	The	American	Tort	Reform	Association	lobbies	on	behalf	of	companies	who	are	liable	to	be	sued	because	of	harmful	business	practices	such	as	using	asbestos.	This	organization	promotes	legal	reforms	that	would	limit	the	amount	of	compensation	people	can	receive	and	make	it	harder	to	sue	businesses.	National	Association	of
Manufacturers	The	National	Association	of	Manufacturers	represents	thousands	of	U.S.	manufacturing	companies.	Among	the	many	issues	it	advocates	for,	it	supports	legal	reforms	designed	to	shield	companies	from	asbestos	liabilities.	American	Insurance	Association	/	National	Association	of	Mutual	Insurance	Companies	The	American	Insurance
Association	and	the	National	Association	of	Mutual	Insurance	Companies	represent	thousands	of	companies	that	provide	property	and	casualty	insurance.	When	companies	have	to	pay	large	settlements	or	verdicts	to	people	harmed	by	asbestos	exposure,	they	often	rely	on	insurance	policies.	Big	Business	Asbestos	Defendants	In	addition	to	supporting
trade	groups,	individual	companies	also	contribute	to	the	campaigns	of	business-friendly	politicians.	Many	companies	with	major	asbestos	liabilities	are	also	top	political	donors	such	as:	3M	Company	ACE	INA	Holdings	Allstate	Insurance	Company	Chubb	Corporation	Crown	Holdings	Ford	Motor	Hartford	Financial	Services	Group	Honeywell
International	Inc.	Koch	Industries	Liberty	Mutual	Group	Nationwide	Mutual	Insurance	Company	Occidental	Petroleum	Corporation	Smiths	Group	Services	Corporation	The	Travelers	Companies	W.R.	Grace	Zurich	Insurance	Group	By	AFP	-	Agence	France	Presse	June	2,	2020	Order	Reprints	Print	Article	Australian	universities	could	lose	up	to	US$11
billion	dollars	as	an	indefinite	coronavirus	border	closure	locks	out	the	foreign	students	who	keep	the	sector	afloat,	the	industry	said	Wednesday.	Lobby	group	Universities	Australia	said	the	revenue	shortfall	would	have	a	lasting	impact	on	not	only	higher	education	staffing	and	facilities	but	also	undermine	the	sector's	world-class	research	and
innovation.	Education	is	Australia's	third-largest	export	--	behind	only	iron	ore	and	coal	--	with	more	than	500,000	international	students	enrolled	last	year,	bringing	about	Aus$32	billion	(US$22	billion)	into	the	economy.	Universities	Australia	said	its	modelling	showed	the	sector	could	expect	coronavirus-linked	revenue	losses	of	up	to	Aus$4.8	billion
in	2020,	growing	to	Aus$16	billion	through	to	2023.	"Not	only	does	that	revenue	support	the	staff	and	facilities	to	educate	the	next	generation	of	skilled	workers,	it	also	pays	for	much	of	the	research	and	innovation	that	keeps	Australia	internationally	competitive,"	the	group's	CEO	Catriona	Jackson	said.	Universities	are	pushing	hard	for	a	cash
injection	after	being	ruled	ineligible	for	government	wage	subsidies	during	the	pandemic,	putting	more	than	20,000	academic	and	support	staff	jobs	at	risk.	Australia's	schools	were	almost	halfway	through	their	first	semester	when	Prime	Minister	Scott	Morrison	controversially	told	struggling	international	students	to	"go	home"	on	April	3	as	the
country	began	locking	down	businesses	to	curb	the	spread	of	COVID-19.	Many	students	remain	stranded	in	the	country	and	are	relying	on	charities	for	food	handouts	after	they	were	excluded	from	government	support	packages	designed	to	cushion	the	economic	hit	from	the	epidemic.	Morrison	has	said	the	ban	on	foreign	travellers	will	likely	continue
for	months,	although	some	states	are	considering	exemptions	for	foreign	students	willing	to	undergo	a	mandatory	14-day	quarantine	on	arrival.	Australia	was	also	one	of	the	first	countries	to	close	its	doors	to	Chinese	citizens	in	the	early	stages	of	the	coronavirus	outbreak,	shutting	off	the	country's	largest	source	of	international	students.	The
university	sector's	dependence	on	Chinese	students	has	sparked	a	string	of	other	controversies,	including	clashes	between	pro-	and	anti-Beijing	students	on	campuses	in	2019	and	the	suspension	of	a	high-profile	Chinese	Communist	Party	critic	by	the	University	of	Queensland	last	week.	hr/dm/qan	The	Barron's	news	department	was	not	involved	in
the	creation	of	the	content	above.	This	story	was	produced	by	AFP.	For	more	information	go	to	AFP.com.©	Agence	France-Presse	Australian	universities	could	lose	up	to	US$11	billion	dollars	as	an	indefinite	coronavirus	border	closure	locks	out	the	foreign	students	who	keep	the	sector	afloat,	the	industry	said	Wednesday.	An	error	has	occurred,
please	try	again	later.	Thank	you	This	article	has	been	sent	to	By	ExtremeTech	Staff	on	January	22,	2002	at	9:28	am	This	site	may	earn	affiliate	commissions	from	the	links	on	this	page.	Terms	of	use.	Consulting	firm	the	Linley	Group	specializes	in	network	and	related	processors.	In	addition	to	market-research	reports	on	network	silicon,	Linley	covers
security	and	classification	processors	as	well	as	traffic	managers.	They	also	offer	customized	network	consulting.	In	general,	no	organization	may	qualify	for	section	501(c)(3)	status	if	a	substantial	part	of	its	activities	is	attempting	to	influence	legislation	(commonly	known	as	lobbying).		A	501(c)(3)	organization	may	engage	in	some	lobbying,	but	too
much	lobbying	activity	risks	loss	of	tax-exempt	status.	Legislation	includes	action	by	Congress,	any	state	legislature,	any	local	council,	or	similar	governing	body,	with	respect	to	acts,	bills,	resolutions,	or	similar	items	(such	as	legislative	confirmation	of	appointive	office),	or	by	the	public	in	referendum,	ballot	initiative,	constitutional	amendment,	or
similar	procedure.		It	does	not	include	actions	by	executive,	judicial,	or	administrative	bodies.	An	organization	will	be	regarded	as	attempting	to	influence	legislation	if	it	contacts,	or	urges	the	public	to	contact,	members	or	employees	of	a	legislative	body	for	the	purpose	of	proposing,	supporting,	or	opposing	legislation,	or	if	the	organization	advocates
the	adoption	or	rejection	of	legislation.	Organizations	may,	however,	involve	themselves	in	issues	of	public	policy	without	the	activity	being	considered	as	lobbying.		For	example,	organizations	may	conduct	educational	meetings,	prepare	and	distribute	educational	materials,	or	otherwise	consider	public	policy	issues	in	an	educational	manner	without
jeopardizing	their	tax-exempt	status.	Interactive	Training	Learn	more	about	the	benefits,	limitations	and	expectations	of	tax-exempt	organizations	by	attending	10	courses	at	the	online	Small	to	Mid-Size	Tax	Exempt	Organization	Workshop.	Additional	information:
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