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Media Platforms Design Team At the nursery, the profusion of colors and scents, varietals, and blooms can sometimes make even the most enthusiastic gardener a shrinking violet. 1 of 15 Navigating the Nursery At the nursery, the profusion of colors and scents, varietals and blooms can sometimes make even the most enthusiastic gardener a
shrinking violet. But there is an easy-to-adopt strategy for making a visit to the local nursery a successful shopping experience. Garden expert Kevin Reiner leads us through Baker's Acres Greenhouse in Alexandria, Ohio. 2 of 15 Nursery Aisles Just as you would for most shopping excursions, when venturing to the nursery make a written list of what
you hope to accomplish and buy. Be as specific as possible, taking into account such factors as sun vs. shade and container vs. ground plantings. The more specific you can be about the cultivars you want, the easier it will be for the staff to expedite the order and fill you in on availability (if you're really ambitious, have an alternate list of plants in
mind, in case what you want is not in stock). Consider bringing along pictures of the space you are going to plant. To build a color palette, clip images from catalogues and magazines, or use swatches of your favorite colors from paint chips, ribbon, or fabric. Make this color code your reference for comparing plants you think may fit the plan; trust
your eye, for you'll immediately be able to discern if the plants you choose coordinate. 3 of 15 Choosing Plants Gather your initial selections on nursery wagons. When you isolate plants from massed displays, their colors, shapes, and textures come into sharper focus. 4 of 15 Making a List Request a Complete Plant List Most independently operated
nurseries maintain a catalog or printout referencing the season's current offerings. Before you begin your tour of the nursery, take a few minutes to orient yourself, review your list and the nursery's stock, and make brief notes as you wander the aisles. Be realistic about the climatic and soil conditions of your garden for accommodating unfamiliar
plants. Consult the Staff At a reputable nursery with a large inventory of plants, such as Baker's Acres Greenhouse, you can count on the expertise of staff members. Ask questions. Many nurseries arrange their offerings alphabetically by genus and species (the Latin name). If you are an inexperienced gardener, consider shopping during the week
when staff members are more available to spend time with you. Many nurseries offer extended spring evening hours. 5 of 15 Plant Health Assessing Plant Health: The initial checkup Look closely at the foliage. The leaves and stems of plants reveal their ultimate health. Make comparisons to the neighboring plants. Brown edges or loss of leaves can be
an indication of low moisture and stress. Such plants' growth may be set back by several weeks, and they will likely have some root damage. 6 of 15 Plant Tags Read the tags The fine print contains crucial information about sun/shade requirements, appropriate heights of mature plants, the hardiness zone, moisture requirements, and flower color. Be
sure to check the front and back of tags. Once you are home, organize your tags in a binder for future reference; or consider making photocopies. 7 of 15 Potted Plant Roots Rooting around for the truth Supporting the plant with one hand, turn it upside-down and carefully remove the pot. You want to be sure the roots have reached the base of the
pot, indicating the plant is ready to take home. If you see very few roots and the soil begins to fall apart, the plant should stay at the nursery, for it needs more time to mature. 8 of 15 Tool Tips Determine the Task and Choose the Tool. Ask yourself: Will I be planting containers? Will I be weeding invasive tap roots? Is my weeding confined to tight
spaces? Assess the Craftsmanship of the Instruments. These Heirloom tools by Smith & Hawken are designed by the company's staff of gardening experts. Stainless steel resists rust. Handles made of ash are sturdy; the wood flexes, resisting breakage. Check the Weight of the Tools in Your Hand. The lighter the better when it comes to selecting
hand-held garden tools. Stainless-steel tools are especially easy to handle—and the metal has the ability to flex when used in heavy or rocky soil. Test Their Performance Before Purchasing Them. Ask in the nursery if you can dig in the dirt awhile. Nurseries that sell high-quality tools often have samples that you can test right on the spot. Note the grip
as you hold the handle, checking for comfort. Tools that slip cause blisters. Pictured (from left to right): 1. PRECISION WEEDER For removing weeds from tight spaces2. WEEDER/GRUBBER For digging up weeds with tap roots3. HAND TROWEL For planting annuals and containers of all sizes4. TRANSPLANTING KNIFE For dividing plants with
multiple roots 9 of 15 Stop and Smell the Flowers As you make your way through the nursery, let your senses take over—note the variety of flower shapes, colors, and arrangements and follow your nose to seek out flower scents. Like an antiquing expedition, part of the thrill of choosing plants is finding the unexpected and unanticipated. During your
wanderings you might come across something as alluring as a rare Indian milkweed (Calotropis procera), defined by its balloonlike flower buds and purple petals and a subtle, sweet scent. If your plant selections are to be viewed up close at home, examine the nuances of flowers, their texture, profile, and scale. Ask yourself if the colors are ones you
want to live with. Try, also, choosing some plants specifically for their foliage to add heightened interest to a garden composition. 10 of 15 A Vibrant 'Jacob Cline' 'Jacob Cline' displays its red tubular flowers in a whorl. 11 of 15 A Hearty Phlox 'Harlequin' Plant Hardy Phlox 'Harlequin' has fuchsia blossoms dusted with pink on variegated foliage. The
melange of colors and textures is revealed when viewed up close. 12 of 15 A Wavy 'Emerald Ripple' 'Emerald Ripple' will add a mounding cluster of wavy foliage to any container. 13 of 15 A Palmlike Begonia Begonia luxurians has compound palmlike leaves; this shrub-like plant is grown for its lush leaves and upright growth habit. 14 of 15 The
Striking 'Royal Blue' 'Royal Blue' displays striking deep blue trumpet-shaped flowers over medium green foliage. 15 of 15 A Bold 'Inferno' The orange-red leaves of the excitingly bold Acalypha 'Inferno' make for a stunning display in a sunny location. Just because winter is in full swing doesn’t mean that you have to forgo your love of lush greenery.
Whether you're looking to infuse your home with more cacti than you actually need, follow the most iconic houseplant trends, or simply want to learn more about plant care, several shops across the country can help you do exactly that. (While you're here, don’t forget to review our certified list of statement houseplants for 2022.) From Los Angeles to
Tampa, these plant shops are here to indulge your ever-growing green thumb. Here are a few of the best plant shops across the country.NortheastImage courtesy of Dahing Plants. Dahing Plants - Manhattan, New YorkA green gem in the bustling heart of Chinatown in NYC, Dahing Plants is a go-to for reasonably priced monstera, rubber plants,
succulents, and more. The shop also offers a sizable selection of pots and decor to choose from. Every inch of the shop—indoors and wrapped around the exterior of the building—offers a feast for the eyes.Tal & Bert - Pittsburgh, Pennsylvanialf you're located in Pittsburgh and haven’t stopped by Tal & Bert, you’'re seriously missing out. Not only do
they offer a variety of plants, but they also carry gorgeous planters that are embedded with crystals and minerals.Green Fingers Market - Manhattan, New YorkPart fashion boutique, part botanical paradise, walking into Green Fingers, you'll be greeted by a sea of greenery and terra-cotta that instantly calms the soul. The selection of plants is on the
smaller side, but it is well curated by owner Satoshi Kawamoto. You can also visit the Green Fingers outpost in Milan. The Sill - Manhattan, New YorkIf you’'re any kind of plant aficionado, chances are you’ve heard of The Sill, whose online offerings and plant subscriptions services might even rival the most lush forest out there. In addition to its
highly-visited website, the brand has three storefront locations across Manhattan and Brooklyn where customers can have plants delivered, orders scheduled for curbside pickup, or shop for greenery in-person.
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