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Antivirus free for windows 8 softonic

(Image credit: Shutterstock) Not only is the best antivirus for Windows 10 free, it also comes pre-installed on your device - at least that's according to AV-TEST, an independent IT security institute that has ranked Microsoft Defender as the best antivirus software for Home Users for the second time in a row.In its latest report, AV-TEST
gave Microsoft Defender perfect scores across three categories: Protection, Performance and Usability. McAfee, Avast, AVG, Avira and several other solutions also received full marks.“During July and August 2020 we continuously evaluated 22 home user security products using their default settings,” the AV-TEST website reads. “We
always used the most current publicly-available version of all products for the testing. They were allowed to update themselves at any time and query their in-the-cloud services. We focused on realistic test scenarios and challenged the products against real-world threats.”In order to evaluate antivirus solutions, AV-TEST subjects each one
to a rigorous testing procedure, including real-world threats. All of the latest exploits being implemented by cyberattackers are investigated, including zero-day malware, drive-by attacks, infected emails and more, to see how the antivirus software copes.As well as the effectiveness of any chosen antivirus program, AV-TEST also explores
whether a solution has a negative impact on the performance of the device it is protecting. Often, one of the main reasons why individuals opt against antivirus solutions is a concern that they will slow down the launch of websites and applications.The latest accolade reinforces the view that, in most instances, Microsoft’s in-built Windows
10 antivirus software will be enough to keep your devices protected. It also benefits from regular updates and a lack of bloatware. However, there is also a range of very effective third-party antivirus solutions that you may still want to consider.Via Windows Latest (Image credit: Shutterstock) High-profile employees, those that may have
access to the most critical data and applications, will soon be provided with more robust protection within Microsoft Defender for Office 365. Priority Account Protection, which is currently in public preview, allows security teams to install custom defence mechanisms for the most important accounts.Although threat actors still sometimes
cast their net wide, increasingly they are focusing on targets that offer the biggest rewards. These are often C-suite executives that have access to the most sensitive, and therefore valuable, data. Earlier this year, for example, it was revealed that Russian state-backed hackers appeared to be targeting specific individuals as part of an
airport Wi-Fi hack.“In response to the changed realities of this increasingly sophisticated and targeted threat landscape, organizations need differentiated protection for their most visible and targeted employees,” Girish Chander, Partner Group Program Manager and Head of Product at Microsoft Defender for Office 365 (the default
Windows 10 antivirus), explained. “This is often the members of the C-suite who routinely deal with sensitive and secret information and have the added advantage (from the attacker’s point of view) of being extremely visible and research-able. However, individuals in the C-suite are not the only ones that can be targeted. Very often, users
lower down in the organization hierarchy have access to critical tools and information. And these users make prime targets as well.”Priority Account Protection allows organizations to prioritize threat investigations and alerts when they target specific users. Priority account tags and filters will be included throughout Microsoft Defender for
Office 365, including in Campaign Views, Threat Explorer and reports.Because many companies already have a dedicated team investigating online threats, all malicious emails are automatically quarantined by Defender for Office 365, allowing security personnel to study attack patterns. Priority Account Protection will be integrated within
this quarantine feature over the next few months, making it easier to filter and tag malicious emails targeting the C-suite.Stay secure with the best ransomware protection aroundVia Bleeping Computer Source: Samuel Contreras / Android Central Bitdefender has provided great security solutions for years and continues to do so with its
Antivirus Plus 2020 for Windows 7, Windows 8, Windows 8.1, and Windows 10. With a basic free version available as well, no matter what level of protection you need, Bitdefender has a solution. Even with Windows being more secure than ever as an OS and also offering a lot of protection from malicious software, there are still reasons
to go with a separate antivirus solution like Bitdefender. Back in the days of Windows XP, third-party antivirus software was a must. Even when Microsoft launched its own security software, it still lagged far behind a boxed solution from companies that specialized in PC security. Today, Windows PCs are much more secure out of the box,
and if you keep your system updated, the included Windows Defender software is great. Where Defender lags is in the user experience. Windows Defender's settings are buried in the system settings and are perhaps a little less obvious to many users than Bitdefender's helpful dashboard. Bitdefender Central in a web browser or on the
mobile app feels modern and makes managing multiple computers a breeze without having to hop on individual PCs to make adjustments. This won't be worth it for everyone, but if you manage PC security for family members, it can be a lifesaver. Kaspersky Antivirus Review 2020 Best Antivirus Software in 2020 Bottom line: Controlling
your antivirus software from the Bitdefender Central app and website feels great and makes it easy to check your system even when you're away from home. Add to that consistently high-quality virus, adware, and malware protection, and it will be worth it for many people to upgrade over Windows Defender. Easy interface Remote
scanning Usage profiles File shredder Mobile notification VPN included Large install size No offline installer Automatically installs VPN software Source: Android Central Bitdefender Antivirus Free Edition is relatively lightweight and gets timely updates. This is a great option, but for the most part, it doesn't offer significantly more protection
than Windows Defender. Compared to Antivirus Plus 2020, it only provides real-time protection and full system scans. No quick scan option is included, but you can manually scan folders by dragging them into the software window. Still, if you use other Bitdefender software, you can see protection status in Bitdefender Central, although
you won't be able to trigger scans remotely. Bitdefender is consistently rated highly by sites like AV-Test and AV-Comparatives which is reassuring, especially given the accuracy of its detections and lack of false-positives. Bitdefender Antivirus Plus 2020 What | like | tested this on my software on my Windows 10 PC with an Intel i7 4770k
CPU running at 4.3GHz, a Samsung 840 Evo SSD boot drive, and 16GB of system RAM. | would consider this to be a mid-range gaming PC in 2020. Bitdefender Antivirus Plus 2020 feels modern, starting with the software install that immediately downloads the most recent version and definitions. Once installed, it takes over for Windows
Defender, showing up in the Windows Security settings. It's worth mentioning that firewall protection is not included in this package, so you will continue to use Microsoft's solution for that purpose, which is sufficient for the vast majority of users. | haven't had any complaints with it since the Windows 8 days, and even so, it was decent back
then. With an update and the VPN software installed, Bitdefender folders took up just under a gigabyte of space in the install directory. This could grow in the future with updates, but it is still under the 2.5GB listed in the system requirements. During the setup process, you will sign in to your Bitdefender account, or you will need to create
one. If you're testing out the free trial, you will need to enter and confirm an email address. Creating an account is simple and only asks for a name, email address, and password. You will, of course, need to enter billing information to purchase the software or enter the activation code you received from another retailer. | would have liked
to see support for Google Pay or Apple Pay, but you can enter your credit card, PayPal, or check details to pay Bitdefender directly. Once you are set up and signed in, you can sign into the Bitdefender Central website or the Android or iOS app to see your connected PCs and protection status. From here, you will be able to start a scan
and will even be able to see information about blocked threats. | was able to easily trigger these notifications by visiting some antivirus testing sites. | was only able to get one blocked link with deliberately risky browsing. After all, it's hard to ignore decades of safe internet usage techniques that have been drilled into my head. Source:
Android Central Apart from an occasional notification, you can easily forget that you even have this antivirus software installed. An icon sits in your notification tray for easy access to the software's dashboard. If you wish, you can start a manual system scan here, as well as changing any settings you may have including adding exceptions.
I like the simplicity of the settings menu, and though it's far from necessary, | would like to see the interface switch to a dark mode with my system settings. Source: Android Central A quick scan of my relatively dated boot 240GB SSD with around 80 percent usage took just under three minutes to complete and had no noticeable impact on
my web browsing experience. Bitdefender's Quick Scan scans the file locations most commonly used by malware or other malicious software. A full scan can be run, but it will take quite a bit longer, especially on a configuration like mine, which includes about eight extra terabytes of hard drive space spread across three traditional hard
drives. You're looking at hours of scanning, so it's best to do it when you don't plan to use the PC for a while. By default, the software checks for updates every hour, but this can be set in increments from one to 24 hours. You can also disable automatic updates for a set amount of time or until you restart the PC. Source: Android Central If
a malicious file is detected, you will get a natification on your PC and your mobile device if you have enabled notifications in the Bitdefender Central app. You will also get protection from pages with known risks. You can bypass the warning if you need to, but you should be sure you know what you're doing. | like that | can see whether a
page has been checked from search engine results before clicking through to the page. One feature | always like to see in a security package is software for permanent deletion. Normally when you delete a file from a storage drive, the file itself doesn't go anywhere, and the area where the file is located is opened up to be overwritten. This
is one of the ways files can be recovered from damaged drives. File Shredder essentially writes junk data on top of the old file location to prevent it from being recovered. Keep in mind that this is really only good for a traditional hard drive and not an SSD. Source: Android Central You also get Safepay, which is a separate and secure web
browser so you can access your sensitive accounts with an added layer of separation from potential threats. For the most part, this level of security is overkill, but when it comes to your information, too much protection is never a bad thing. If you've tried Bitdefender and decided you don't like it, don't fret. The uninstaller application will take
care of all of the files in program files and program data with a system restart. You will need to separately uninstall the VPN software if you have it installed. | hate finding remnants of an application that should have been deleted with the uninstaller months later on my PC. Still, Bitdefender did a great job cleaning up after itself with only a
single empty folder being left over. Bitdefender Antivirus Plus 2020 What | don't like Source: Android Central In the settings for Antivirus Plus 2020, you'll find a section for profiles. The goal of this is to keep your computer running smoothly when you expect it to, such as when you are doing CPU and storage-intensive tasks like video
editing or graphics rendering. | never want to find my After Effects project lagging because of a background scan. With the profiles, you can add an application to prevent slowdown. This is all good, but | find myself relying on the automatic implementation since adding programs means browsing to and locating the executable rather than
selecting from an installed apps list. This can be a bigger issue for games since they will be locating all around your system depending on which launcher it uses. Also, Windows store games won't be easily added, or at least | couldn't figure out how to do it in the few minutes | was willing to dedicate to the task before toggling the automatic
switch. Source: Android Central | didn't notice any real slowdown while gaming, but my games are located on a dedicated hard drive and won't be affected by activity on the boot drive where most of the quick-scan activity takes place. One thing to consider is that you must be online to install this antivirus software. While this won't be a
problem for most people, it does mean if you are trying to install the software on a system that has already been compromised, you will be open to further risk. For the most part, this won't be a serious issue, but it's worth keeping in mind. If you need antimalware software that works offline, you can still grab an updated installation from
Malwarebytes. One nice thing is that you can download the definition updates separately and easily apply them. This is useful if you are on a slow or limited connection and want to download the nearly 300MB updates on another connection, such as a phone. Source: Samuel Contreras / Android Central If you're only monitoring one or two
computers and don't see any use for starting scans from an app or web page, Windows Defender will more than likely be enough for you. If you are looking to take more control of your antivirus software with a few more features included, Bitdefender offers a reliable alternative with a great user experience. Keep in mind that the
introductory price on Bitdefender's site is only available at renewal if you enable automatic renewal. Bitdefender continues to offer an excellent antivirus and antimalware solution while adding features and simplifying the user experience. Control your antivirus solution on multiple computers at once with the Bitdefender Central app or web
page, so you always know you're protected. Add in useful features like the file shredder and Safepay browser, and it's a great value. Secure with easy access Bitdefender Antivirus Plus 2020 is a robust alternative to Windows Defender with easy remote access, allowing control and notification on your remote device. We may earn a
commission for purchases using our links. Learn more. avast antivirus free download for windows 8 softonic
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