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Pirate	Spelling:	Select	spellings	from	a	choice	of	three	to	fill	gaps	in	a	word,	which	animates	a	pirate	and	macaw.	For	regular	players	looking	for	a	free	game	to	enjoy,	however,	Dota	2	is	still	a	good	time.Forza	Motorsport	6	Apex	RPGs	and	MOBAs	aren’t	for	everyone.	If	they	make	a	mistake,	the	game	says	“oops”.	Players	engage	in	an	epic	battle	to	be
the	last	one	standing	in	a	game	of	intense	yet	zany	combat	gun	and	melee	combat.	Sound	Sea:	Choose	a	target	letter	from	the	drop-down	menu	(e.g.	d),	and	then	a	range	of	letters	start	appearing	and	disappearing	in	a	fish	tank,	and	the	learner’s	job	is	to	click	on	all	the	target	letters	(e.g.	all	the	d’s)	and	not	any	of	the	other	letters.	Deep	Sea	Phonics:
Asks	learners	to	select	spellings	from	a	limited	number	of	choices	to	assemble	words	e.g.	a	diver	says	the	word	“paint”	and	the	program	presents	the	spellings	d/b/p,	then	ai/or/ee,	then	n/h/w,	then	d/t/ff.	Blending	Bingo:	You	have	to	first	print	off	bingo	cards	before	playing	this	game,	and	you	need	at	least	two	players	to	make	it	fun.	The	screen	shows	a
word	generator	where	letters	go	round	and	stop	to	make	words	for	you	to	cross	off	your	card.	Armored	Penguin	has	one	such	crossword	generator.	Really	great	except	I	wish	they	wouldn’t	treat	very	decodable	words	like	“is”,	“and”	and	“has”	as	whole	chunks,	and	sound	them	out	too.	Reading	Machine:	A	picture	appears	with	three	words,	and	you
have	to	click	on	the	word	that	matches	the	picture	to	get	applause.	In	level	2,	the	second	cards	have	a	spelling	missing	and	you	have	to	snap	if	the	target	spelling	completes	the	word.	Additionally,	other	versions	of	the	game	have	been	released	for	Xbox	360,	Xbox	One,	Playstation	3,	Playstation	4,	Android	and	iOS	phones	and	more.	Please	avoid	the
“Really	Hard”	level,	though,	because	it	presents	two	misspelled	words	and	one	correctly-spelt	one.	Phonics	Finder:	This	is	a	wonderword	activity	where	you	choose	a	target	spelling	and	then	click	on	the	beginning	and	end	of	all	the	words	in	the	grid	with	that	spelling	to	eliminate	them	from	a	list.	Holidays	are	coming	up,	when	kids	like	to	muck	around
on	computers,	and	parents	try	to	get	them	to	use	computers	for	LEARNING,	cleverly	disguised	as	fun.	While	knowledge	of	the	greater	Warcraft	universe	can	make	the	cards	themselves	more	enjoyable,	no	knowledge	of	previous	games	is	necessary	to	enjoy	Hearthstone.	Tell	a	T	Rex:	See	details	above,	use	levels	3	and	4.	Here	are	a	few	good-quality,
free	literacy	games	on	the	internet,	sorted	from	very	simple	to	more	complex,	which	you	might	like	to	try	persuading	your	kid	or	kids	are	fun.	It	wasn’t	until	2019,	a	full	decade	after	League	of	Legends‘	release,	that	Riot	Studios	put	out	its	second	game,	Teamfight	Tactics.Dota	2	Similar	to	League	of	Legends,	Dota	2	is	a	multiplayer	online	battle	arena
(MOBA)	game	with	players	competing	for	control	of	a	map.	Phase	3	contains	two	and	three-letter	vowel	spellings,	and	unfortunately	a	few	two-syllable	words.	Pinball	Arcade	While	there	are	many	pinball	games	out	there	to	choose	from,	Pinball	Arcade	is	special	in	that	it	attempts	to	recreate	actual	pinball	machines	so	that	you	can	play	them	from	the
comfort	of	your	home.	The	base	game	on	Steam	comes	with	Frankenstein,	Flight	2000,	Ripleys,	Starship	Troopers	and	Star	Trek	Vengeance	Premium	tables,	and	you	can	pay	for	more	if	you	enjoy	the	game	enough.	Photo	Courtesy:	Gallo	Images/Getty	Images	Gaming	is	a	billion	dollar	industry,	but	you	don’t	have	to	spend	a	penny	to	play	some	of	the
best	games	online.	You	can	comfortably	play	solo	all	the	way	up	to	level	60.	You	have	to	choose	the	right	spelling	to	fill	the	word’s	gaps,	and	then	the	diver	takes	the	item	you’ve	spelt	out	of	a	treasure	chest.	It	has	a	basic	rule	set	that’s	easy	to	learn	but	difficult	to	master.	Photo	Courtesy:	Chesnot/Getty	Images	Impressively,	League	of	Legends	has
been	so	successful	that	its	maker,	Riot	Studios,	has	had	little	need	to	put	out	other	titles.	While	the	game	is	admittedly	dated	at	this	point	—	it	was	released	in	2010	—	it	continues	to	have	an	active	fan	base.	Words	with	more	than	one	syllable	Planetary	Plurals:	A	singular	noun	(e.g.	bone,	church,	army,	donkey,	half,	sheep)	is	presented	and	the	learner
has	to	type	the	correct	plural	(e.g.	bones,	churches,	armies,	donkeys,	halves,	sheep)	to	get	a	cheering	sound	and	a	point.	A	bit	klunky-looking,	and	there	is	the	occasional	“ar”	word	(I	guess	it’s	American),	but	kind	of	cute.	Errors	are	ignored.	Photo	Courtesy:	Joe	Klamar/Getty	Images	Only	interested	in	the	story?	Free	7-day	trial,	after	which	they	invite
you	to	subscribe.	Drag	n	Spell:	An	incomplete	word	appears	with	a	picture	(e.g.	str_	_	t	with	a	picture	of	a	street)	and	you	have	to	drag	the	correct	vowel	spelling	into	it,	from	a	choice	of	three	or	four	options.	Poop	Deck	pirates:	See	below	for	details,	use	the	Phase	4	CVCC	and	CCVC	activities	Vowel	spellings	Sandcastle	Quiz:	Choose	a	vowel	sound	and
then	listen	to	words	with	that	sound	and	drop	the	correct	spelling	in	to	build	a	sandcastle	for	Sam	the	Clam.	Letters	and	Sounds	Phase	2:	Initial	Sounds	Match:	This	is	a	memory	game	where	you	have	to	match	a	letter	with	a	picture	that	starts	with	that	letter.	From	MMOs	to	RPGs	to	racing	games,	check	out	14	of	the	best	free	online	games.Star	Wars:
The	Old	Republic	Star	Wars:	The	Old	Republic	received	a	lukewarm	response	when	it	launched	in	2011,	but	several	changes	since	then	have	significantly	opened	up	the	appeal	of	the	game.	Players	must	work	together	to	dominate	the	map	in	a	fantasy	world,	and	the	game	takes	skill	and	practice	—	not	to	mention	good	teammates	—	to	master.	Snap
It!:	In	Level	1	of	this	game,	“long”	vowel	spelling	is	printed	on	one	card	and	then	words	flash	on	another	card.	Cool.	MORE	FROM	QUESTIONSANSWERED.NET	2020	update:	this	is	a	2012	blog	post	and	not	all	games	listed	are	now	available.	Best	of	all,	you	no	longer	need	to	spend	money	to	avoid	endless	grinding.	When	a	word	appears	that	contains
the	target	spelling,	you	have	to	snap	it.	Poem	Pack:	Animated	poems	that	each	focus	on	a	particular	“long”	vowel	spelling.	Another	version	of	this	game	is	called	Picnic	on	Pluto,	and	a	further	version	is	called	Dragon’s	Den.	Unfortunately	there	are	some	two-syllable	words	mixed	into	the	otherwise	simple	words	presented,	but	they	don’t	contain	hard
spellings.	Starfall:	There	are	many	activities	for	practicing	vowel	spellings	in	Starfall	(see	above)	Phonics	Play	Buried	Treasure:	See	above	for	details.	Note	that	a	few	of	these	games	take	a	while	to	load,	as	they	contain	a	lot	of	sounds	and	pictures,	so	be	ready	to	distract/amuse	your	learner	while	that	happens,	so	they	don’t	just	decide	the	program
isn’t	working	and	take	their	goldfish	internet	attention	span	elsewhere.	You	can	skip	all	the	way	to	level	60	upon	character	creation.	Unfortunately	you	can’t	click	on	the	choices	so	you	can	hear	them	as	well	as	see	them,	and	a	lot	of	the	time	it’s	possible	to	do	this	activity	by	visually	matching	the	ends	of	the	words,	but	anyway,	it	should	help	develop
awareness	of	rhyme	and	sound	patterns	in	words.	If	they	make	a	mistake,	a	balloon	deflates	with	an	amusing	sound	that	some	kids	will	probably	like.	For	Tolkien	enthusiasts,	the	game	is	almost	a	Middle	Earth	theme	park	that	you	can	visit	from	the	comfort	of	your	own	home	Photo	Courtesy:	@lotro/Twitter	While	some	content	does	require	a	purchase,
you	can	earn	most	of	it	for	free	with	a	bit	of	patience.	In	the	hardest	level	you	have	to	decide	if	they’re	words	from	a	particular	word	group,	e.g.	things	in	the	garden.	Looking	at	misspelled	words	can	just	confuse	learners	about	what’s	correct.	Starfall:	Collection	of	phonetically	graded	onscreen	books,	and	when	you	click	on	a	word	it	is	sounded	out,
with	each	letter	highlighted	as	it’s	said.	Tell	a	T	Rex:	See	details	above,	use	Level	2	words	Phonics	Play	Buried	Treasure:	See	details	above,	Phase	4	of	the	game	works	on	consonant	blends.	When	you	get	it	right,	a	fish	giggles	and	a	talk	bubble	says	“well	done”,	when	you	make	a	mistake	it	just	says	“oh	no”	and	keeps	going.	Poop	Deck	pirates:	See
below	for	details,	this	is	mainly	a	vowel	spelling	game	but	if	at	this	earlier	level,	use	the	Phase	3	CVC	activity	Words	with	consonant	blends	Wordblender:	This	activity	is	meant	to	work	on	consonant	blends	but	a	lot	of	the	words	don’t	actually	have	consonant	blends.	Online	play	is	possible	through	PC,	Xbox	One,	PlayStation	4,	iOS	and	Android
devices.Photo	Courtesy:	Bloomberg/Getty	Images	Hearthstone:	Heroes	of	Warcraft	Hearthstone:	Heroes	of	Warcraft	is	a	free	online	game	modeled	after	the	Magic:	The	Gathering	card	game.	3	Letter	House:	Choose	a	vowel	sound	(you	can	also	choose	a	rime,	but	I’d	suggest	sticking	to	a	single	vowel).	For	beginners	–	sounds	and	letters	Phonics	Hero:
This	is	the	internet	version	of	a	great	little	Ipad	app	that	starts	off	teaching	basic	sound-letter	correspondences	in	fun	activities,	and	works	its	way	systematically	up	to	spelling	and	reading	words.	River	Rhyming:	Help	a	character	cross	a	river	by	listening	to	and	looking	at	a	word,	then	clicking	on	a	rhyming	word	from	a	selection	of	three.	Tell	a	T	Rex:
This	great	little	game	presents	written	questions	such	as	“Can	a	hen	hug?”	and	you	have	to	read	them	and	tell	the	T-Rex	the	answers,	by	clicking	on	a	tick	or	a	cross.	Phonics	Play	Buried	Treasure:	Click	on	the	words	“get	coin”	and	a	coin	appears	with	something	written	on	it.	Parental	assistance	is	probably	needed	here,	to	make	sure	it’s	successful
and	fun.	There’s	never	been	a	better	time	to	visit	a	galaxy	far,	far	away.Alien	Swarm	Alien	Swarm	is	a	free	online	game	available	from	Valve	that	pits	you	and	up	to	three	friends	against	alien	monsters.	While	the	most	obvious	tweak	was	a	shift	to	a	limited	free-to-play	model	less	than	a	year	after	release,	there	have	been	a	lot	of	more	subtle	changes
that	are	good	news	for	everyone.	Learners	have	to	read	the	word	then	click	on	the	picture	that	matches	it,	to	receive	applause	and	balloons.	CC0/EvanLee/Pixabay	Lord	of	the	Rings	Online	Lord	of	the	Rings	Online	may	have	been	released	in	2007,	but	while	many	other	MMOs	from	that	time	have	fallen	by	the	wayside,	this	game	continues	on,	in	part
because	it	appeals	to	hardcore	fans.	In	fact,	the	main	downside	of	the	game	is	simply	that	you	need	a	powerful	computer	to	run	it	at	maximum	graphic	settings.Fortnite	Battle	Royale	Fortnite	Battle	Royale	took	off	to	become	possibly	the	most	popular	game	of	2018,	and	in	doing	so,	it	reinvigorated	the	battle	royal	game	genre,	with	competitors	like
Call	of	Duty:	Warzone	soon	springing	up	in	its	wake.	If	you	get	it	wrong	a	sign	says	“try	again”.	Forza	Motorsport	6	Apex	is	a	free	online	racing	game	that’s	essentially	a	slimmed	down	version	of	Forza	Motorsport	6	for	the	Xbox	One.	The	game	then	generates	3-sound	words	with	this	vowel,	and	the	learner	has	to	decide	whether	this	is	a	real	word	or
not,	and	then	choose	whether	to	change	the	first	sound,	last	sound,	or	both,	to	make	another	word.	Learners	have	to	click	on	a	cross	if	it’s	a	nonword	and	a	tick	for	a	real	word.	Phonic	Fighter:	A	letter	appears	on	an	alien	spaceship,	and	then	you	have	to	click	on	a	picture	that	starts	with	that	letter	(but	there’s	no	spoken	words	to	tell	you	what	each
picture	is,	and	some	of	them	are	a	bit	tricky	e.g.	inkwell)	to	shoot	the	spaceship	before	it	shoots	you.	Or	you	can	choose	the	picture	first.	While	you	only	have	six	tracks	to	choose	from,	they’re	the	same	as	the	original	game,	and	you	have	your	choice	of	sixty	cars	to	race	on	them	with	some	truly	phenomenal	graphics.	Learners	listen	to	a	word,	choose
an	onset	and	a	rime,	and	put	them	in	the	blender	to	make	the	word.	While	the	mod	can	trace	its	origins	to	a	mod	made	for	Warcraft	III	called	Defense	of	the	Ancients	(commonly	abbreviated	DotA),	Dota	2	is	a	game	in	its	own	right.	If	it’s	a	real	word,	put	it	in	the	treasure	chest.	If	you	make	a	mistake	the	diver	rolls	his/her	eyes	and	says	“I	don’t	think
that’s	right”.	3-sound	words	(CVCs)	Jim’s	Whirlyword	Machine:	A	machine	that	seems	a	bit	more	like	a	poker	machine	than	I’d	really	like	(but	that	might	just	be	me)	spins	letters	around	and	when	they	stop	you	have	to	read	the	word	created	and	decide	whether	it’s	a	real	word.	As	long	as	you	have	a	computer,	you	have	access	to	hundreds	of	games	for
free.	There	are	also	a	number	of	free	crossword-generating	programs	on	the	internet,	into	which	you	can	feed	a	phonics-based	wordlist	(click	here	to	find	lots),	add	a	clue	for	each	word,	then	hey	presto!	print	out	your	own	crossword.	Phase	5	of	the	game	works	on	vowel	spellings.	Most	of	the	spellings	targeted	are	vowels,	but	there	are	also	some	2-
letter	and	3-letter	consonant	spellings	(sh,	ch,	th,	ck,	wh,	gh,	ph,	tch)	plus	a	couple	of	patterns	used	in	2-syllable	words	(ful,	ly)	Poop	Deck	Pirates:	A	pirate	says	“Aha	me	hearties,	read	the	words,	and	keep	the	good	ones”	then	throws	up	coins	with	words	and	nonwords	on	them.	You	can	read	them,	do	a	sound	search	activity	or	a	fill-the-gap	one,	or
print	them	out	if	you	like.	Pick	a	Picture:	This	game	presents	a	word	and	four	pictures.	Unfortunately	the	program	is	not	100%	phonetically	accurate	(e.g.	in	the	“ee”	sound	postcard,	words	like	funny	aren’t	counted)	and	Salty	Sam	repeats	the	instructions	a	bit	too	much,	but	otherwise	this	is	quite	nice.	Pick	a	Picture:	See	above	for	details.	Write	A
Postcard:	Help	Salty	Sam	write	his	postcards	by	finding	all	the	words	with	a	particular	sound	in	them.	This	game’s	main	focus	is	vowel	spellings	but	it	also	has	activities	that	practice	CVC	words,	consonant	blends	and	consonant	spellings	ch,	sh,	th	and	ng.	The	Word	Wheels:	Make	words	by	starting	and	stopping	wheels	containing	onsets	and	rimes,
then	scroll	through	the	pictures	to	find	the	matching	picture,	and	press	the	“check”	button.	If	you’re	right,	a	pirate	does	a	dance	on	the	water.	If	you’re	wrong,	he	moans	and	falls	in	the	water.	(update	22/8/15,	the	link	to	this	program	no	longer	works	and	I	can’t	find	a	new	one,	sorry).	Do	you	love	PvP	action?	League	of	Legends	tournaments	are
popular	e-Sport	events,	so	if	you’d	like	to	watch	the	pros	go	at	it	before	trying	the	game	out	for	yourself,	you	certainly	can.	Starfall:	There	are	some	activities	for	practicing	the	spellings	of	multisyllable	words	in	Starfall	(see	above)	ALSO	If	you	want	to	buy	a	phonics	computer	game	for	use	at	home,	Wordshark	gets	good	reviews	from	kids	I	know,	and
is	based	on	sound	synthetic	phonics	principles.	Photo	Courtesy:	Suzi	Pratt/Getty	Images	While	the	game	remains	one	of	the	biggest	names	in	e-sports,	Dota	2	has	seen	a	decline	in	player	numbers	since	its	release	in	2013.	If	not,	put	it	in	the	bin.	Considering	the	rewards	are	fighting	orcs	in	Mordor	and	protecting	pies	from	hungry	hobbits	in	equal
measure,	the	rewards	are	well-worth	it.	If	the	numerous	classes,	weapons,	characters	and	areas	get	old,	you	can	always	use	the	included	map	generation	tool	and	mod	kit	to	create	your	own	dream	bug	hunt.League	of	Legends	League	of	Legends	has	been	around	for	more	than	a	decade,	and	it’s	still	going	strong.	Phoneme	pop:	Choose	a	group	of
letters	and	sounds,	and	then	one	of	these	is	spoken	and	the	child	has	to	pop	all	the	bubbles	that	letter	is	attached	to,	and	get	them	to	fall	into	a	container	at	the	bottom	of	the	screen.	A	variation	on	this	game	is	called	Pond	Life	Plurals	Deep	Sea	Phonics:	See	above	for	details,	the	hardest	level	contains	words	of	more	than	one	syllable.	Some	of	the
themes	are	good	fun	e.g.	meet	the	Creeps,	who	have	smelly	feet	etc.	Unlike	some	free	online	card	games,	you	also	don’t	need	to	spend	money	to	have	a	competitive	deck.	The	T-Rex	then	gets	something	to	eat.

29/09/2020	·	Here	you	will	find	1000’s	of	free	CVC	worksheets,	games	and	activities	for	teaching	CVC	words	and	sound	blending.	Teaching	CVC	skills	and	segmenting	words	is	an	important	phonetic	skill	accords	the	year	groups	from	kindergarten,	second	language	students	and	ESL	students	all	the	way	to	first	grade	and	primary	students.
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