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There's	no	such	thing	as	the	perfect	driver,	but	there's	a	difference	between	making	a	small	mistake	and	putting	other	road	users	at	risk.	If	you	see	someone	driving	dangerously,	then	reporting	it	can	help	make	our	roads	safer	for	all	road	users.Find	out	how	to	report	dangerous	driving	to	the	police,	how	to	submit	dashcam	footage	and	what	happens
afterwards.	What	is	dangerous	driving?Dangerous	driving	is	driving	that	puts	you	and	other	road	users	at	risk.	The	Crown	Prosecution	Service	says	it's	when	"driving	falls	far	below	the	standard	expected	of	a	competent	and	careful	driver	and	it	would	be	obvious	that	driving	in	that	way	would	be	dangerous".It	can	also	be	called	'careless	driving'	or
'anti-social	driving',	depending	on	how	serious	the	offence	is.	There	are	a	range	of	offences	that	can	all	count	as	dangerous	or	careless	driving.Find	out	more	about	what	dangerous	driving	is.Should	I	report	dangerous	driving?You	might	feel	upset	or	angry	after	witnessing	dangerous	driving.	But	our	research	suggests	that	people	are	more	likely	to
report	a	stranger	than	someone	they	know,	like	a	friend	or	family	member.We	asked	our	Members	what	theyd	do	if	they	saw	a	drunk	person	preparing	to	drive.	49%	said	theyd	report	a	drunk	driver	to	the	police	it	it	was	a	stranger.	Only	2%	said	they	would	call	the	police	if	the	drunk	person	was	a	family	member.Rather	than	report	the	drunk	person
for	dangerous	driving,	our	Members	said	they'd	prefer	to	take	away	the	driver's	keys,	call	a	cab	or	offer	them	a	lift.*But	reporting	someone	for	driving	dangerously	is	always	an	option	-	even	if	its	someone	you	know	-	as	you	can	do	it	anonymously.	And	reporting	dangerous	drivers	helps	keep	the	roads	safe	for	other	road	users.How	to	report	dangerous
driving	to	the	policeIf	you	witness	dangerous	driving,	you	can	report	a	bad	driver	to	the	police.Call	999	if	dangerous	driving's	in	progress	and	you	think	the	driver	could	cause	themselves	or	others	a	serious	injury,	for	example	if	theyre	a	drink	driver.	Make	sure	youre	not	driving	and	are	in	a	safe	place	when	you	call.You	can	make	a	report	online	or
over	the	phone	after	the	event.	You	can	also	submit	dashcam	footage	if	you	have	it.	Thanks	to	the	increase	in	drivers	using	dashcams	and	the	work	of	Operation	Snap,	its	easy	to	report	dangerous	drivers	to	the	police	using	video	footage.After	you've	told	the	police	about	the	incident	and	completed	a	witness	statement,	the	police	will	investigate.	If
they	decide	to	prosecute	the	other	driver,	you	must	be	prepared	to	attend	court	if	necessary.Report	a	bad	driver	caught	on	dashcamDashcam	footage	is	a	good	way	to	prove	the	incident	happened	and	to	record	details	of	the	dangerous	driver.Heres	how	to	submit	dashcam	footage	to	the	police:Wait	until	you're	out	of	the	car	Wait	until	youve	stopped
driving	and	are	safely	at	home	before	you	access	your	dashcam	footage	and	make	your	report.Submit	dashcam	footage	online	Websites	like	Nextbase	will	send	the	footage	to	your	local	police	force.Or	contact	your	local	police	force	directly	You	can	call	101	or	your	local	police	station.	The	police	may	ask	you	to	tell	them	about	the	incident	over	the
phone	and	email	the	footage	using	an	online	form.Remember	to	drive	safely	yourselfIf	you	use	a	dashcam,	remember	that	the	police	won't	only	look	at	the	other	driver's	actions,	they'll	look	at	yours	too.	You	can	never	use	a	mobile	to	take	a	picture	or	video	of	dangerous	driving	if	you're	driving	-	even	if	its	to	show	another	road	user	committing	a	traffic
offence.	All	offences	in	your	footage	will	be	addressed	-	including	your	own.Report	a	bad	driver	without	dashcam	footageWithout	a	dashcam,	youll	need	to	record	the	other	drivers	details	yourself.	Youll	need	to	include	as	many	details	as	possible	when	you	tell	the	police	about	the	incident.If	you	fear	there	is	an	immediate	danger	to	life,	call	999.	If	not,
heres	how	to	report	bad	drivers	to	the	police:Get	the	driver's	details	As	soon	as	you	can,	pull	over	in	a	safe	place.	Try	to	make	a	note	of	the	following,	as	the	police	will	need	this	information:	The	vehicle's	registration	The	vehicle's	colour,	make	and	model	The	time	and	place	where	the	incident	happened	Any	other	details,	such	as	a	description	of	the
driverCall	101	The	best	way	to	report	dangerous	driving	to	the	police	after	the	event	is	to	call	the	non-emergency	number	on	101.Or	submit	your	report	online	Can	I	report	someone	anonymously	for	dangerous	driving?Any	details	which	you	give	will	be	treated	confidentially,	and	the	person	you	reported	won't	be	told	who	reported	them.But	the	police
could	take	your	contact	details	as	they	may	need	more	information.	You	might	also	have	to	go	to	court	if	the	police	attempt	to	prosecute	the	other	driver.What	happens	next	if	you	report	someone	for	dangerous	driving?The	police	will	review	your	report	and	any	footage,	and	will	also	check	to	see	if	the	vehicle	and	the	driver	have	been	reported	before.
Then,	1	of	the	following	3	things	may	happen:	The	police	will	pass	your	report	to	the	local	police	forces	Road	Policing	Unit.	This	team	can	then	choose	to	deal	with	it	and	see	if	any	further	actions	need	to	be	taken.	Your	report	will	be	submitted	to	a	database	of	dangerous	driving	reports.	A	letter	may	be	sent	to	the	registered	owner	of	the	vehicle	to
warn	them	of	the	complaint	made	against	them.In	January	2019,	the	BBC	reported	that	2,300	dashcam	clips	were	sent	to	police	in	2018.	Action	was	taken	in	more	than	650	of	the	cases,	so	reports	do	lead	to	police	action.Penalties	for	dangerous	drivingOnce	the	police	investigate,	the	person	you	reported	might	face	a	penalty	for	dangerous	driving.
Types	of	penalties	Dangerous	driving	Penalty	points	Between	3	and	11	Disqualification	Minimum	of	2	years	Fine	Unlimited	maximum	fine	Imprisonment	Up	to	14	years	Find	out	more	about	the	penalties	for	dangerous	driving.	*AA	Populus	poll	of	29,568	drivers	completed	17th	-	23rd	November	2015.Published:	18	November	2019	|	Updated:	21
October	2020	|	Author:	The	AA	There's	no	such	thing	as	the	perfect	driver,	but	there's	a	difference	between	making	a	small	mistake	and	putting	other	road	users	at	risk.	If	you	see	someone	driving	dangerously,	then	reporting	it	can	help	make	our	roads	safer	for	all	road	users.Find	out	how	to	report	dangerous	driving	to	the	police,	how	to	submit
dashcam	footage	and	what	happens	afterwards.	What	is	dangerous	driving?Dangerous	driving	is	driving	that	puts	you	and	other	road	users	at	risk.	The	Crown	Prosecution	Service	says	it's	when	"driving	falls	far	below	the	standard	expected	of	a	competent	and	careful	driver	and	it	would	be	obvious	that	driving	in	that	way	would	be	dangerous".It	can
also	be	called	'careless	driving'	or	'anti-social	driving',	depending	on	how	serious	the	offence	is.	There	are	a	range	of	offences	that	can	all	count	as	dangerous	or	careless	driving.Find	out	more	about	what	dangerous	driving	is.Should	I	report	dangerous	driving?You	might	feel	upset	or	angry	after	witnessing	dangerous	driving.	But	our	research
suggests	that	people	are	more	likely	to	report	a	stranger	than	someone	they	know,	like	a	friend	or	family	member.We	asked	our	Members	what	theyd	do	if	they	saw	a	drunk	person	preparing	to	drive.	49%	said	theyd	report	a	drunk	driver	to	the	police	it	it	was	a	stranger.	Only	2%	said	they	would	call	the	police	if	the	drunk	person	was	a	family
member.Rather	than	report	the	drunk	person	for	dangerous	driving,	our	Members	said	they'd	prefer	to	take	away	the	driver's	keys,	call	a	cab	or	offer	them	a	lift.*But	reporting	someone	for	driving	dangerously	is	always	an	option	-	even	if	its	someone	you	know	-	as	you	can	do	it	anonymously.	And	reporting	dangerous	drivers	helps	keep	the	roads	safe
for	other	road	users.How	to	report	dangerous	driving	to	the	policeIf	you	witness	dangerous	driving,	you	can	report	a	bad	driver	to	the	police.Call	999	if	dangerous	driving's	in	progress	and	you	think	the	driver	could	cause	themselves	or	others	a	serious	injury,	for	example	if	theyre	a	drink	driver.	Make	sure	youre	not	driving	and	are	in	a	safe	place
when	you	call.You	can	make	a	report	online	or	over	the	phone	after	the	event.	You	can	also	submit	dashcam	footage	if	you	have	it.	Thanks	to	the	increase	in	drivers	using	dashcams	and	the	work	of	Operation	Snap,	its	easy	to	report	dangerous	drivers	to	the	police	using	video	footage.After	you've	told	the	police	about	the	incident	and	completed	a
witness	statement,	the	police	will	investigate.	If	they	decide	to	prosecute	the	other	driver,	you	must	be	prepared	to	attend	court	if	necessary.Report	a	bad	driver	caught	on	dashcamDashcam	footage	is	a	good	way	to	prove	the	incident	happened	and	to	record	details	of	the	dangerous	driver.Heres	how	to	submit	dashcam	footage	to	the	police:Wait	until
you're	out	of	the	car	Wait	until	youve	stopped	driving	and	are	safely	at	home	before	you	access	your	dashcam	footage	and	make	your	report.Submit	dashcam	footage	online	Websites	like	Nextbase	will	send	the	footage	to	your	local	police	force.Or	contact	your	local	police	force	directly	You	can	call	101	or	your	local	police	station.	The	police	may	ask
you	to	tell	them	about	the	incident	over	the	phone	and	email	the	footage	using	an	online	form.Remember	to	drive	safely	yourselfIf	you	use	a	dashcam,	remember	that	the	police	won't	only	look	at	the	other	driver's	actions,	they'll	look	at	yours	too.	You	can	never	use	a	mobile	to	take	a	picture	or	video	of	dangerous	driving	if	you're	driving	-	even	if	its	to
show	another	road	user	committing	a	traffic	offence.	All	offences	in	your	footage	will	be	addressed	-	including	your	own.Report	a	bad	driver	without	dashcam	footageWithout	a	dashcam,	youll	need	to	record	the	other	drivers	details	yourself.	Youll	need	to	include	as	many	details	as	possible	when	you	tell	the	police	about	the	incident.If	you	fear	there	is
an	immediate	danger	to	life,	call	999.	If	not,	heres	how	to	report	bad	drivers	to	the	police:Get	the	driver's	details	As	soon	as	you	can,	pull	over	in	a	safe	place.	Try	to	make	a	note	of	the	following,	as	the	police	will	need	this	information:	The	vehicle's	registration	The	vehicle's	colour,	make	and	model	The	time	and	place	where	the	incident	happened	Any
other	details,	such	as	a	description	of	the	driverCall	101	The	best	way	to	report	dangerous	driving	to	the	police	after	the	event	is	to	call	the	non-emergency	number	on	101.Or	submit	your	report	online	Can	I	report	someone	anonymously	for	dangerous	driving?Any	details	which	you	give	will	be	treated	confidentially,	and	the	person	you	reported	won't
be	told	who	reported	them.But	the	police	could	take	your	contact	details	as	they	may	need	more	information.	You	might	also	have	to	go	to	court	if	the	police	attempt	to	prosecute	the	other	driver.What	happens	next	if	you	report	someone	for	dangerous	driving?The	police	will	review	your	report	and	any	footage,	and	will	also	check	to	see	if	the	vehicle
and	the	driver	have	been	reported	before.	Then,	1	of	the	following	3	things	may	happen:	The	police	will	pass	your	report	to	the	local	police	forces	Road	Policing	Unit.	This	team	can	then	choose	to	deal	with	it	and	see	if	any	further	actions	need	to	be	taken.	Your	report	will	be	submitted	to	a	database	of	dangerous	driving	reports.	A	letter	may	be	sent	to
the	registered	owner	of	the	vehicle	to	warn	them	of	the	complaint	made	against	them.In	January	2019,	the	BBC	reported	that	2,300	dashcam	clips	were	sent	to	police	in	2018.	Action	was	taken	in	more	than	650	of	the	cases,	so	reports	do	lead	to	police	action.Penalties	for	dangerous	drivingOnce	the	police	investigate,	the	person	you	reported	might
face	a	penalty	for	dangerous	driving.	Types	of	penalties	Dangerous	driving	Penalty	points	Between	3	and	11	Disqualification	Minimum	of	2	years	Fine	Unlimited	maximum	fine	Imprisonment	Up	to	14	years	Find	out	more	about	the	penalties	for	dangerous	driving.	*AA	Populus	poll	of	29,568	drivers	completed	17th	-	23rd	November	2015.Published:	18
November	2019	|	Updated:	21	October	2020	|	Author:	The	AA	Share	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution
You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the
original.	No	additional	restrictions	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.
The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	There's	no	such	thing	as	the	perfect	driver,	but	there's	a	difference	between	making	a	small	mistake	and	putting	other	road	users	at	risk.	If	you	see	someone
driving	dangerously,	then	reporting	it	can	help	make	our	roads	safer	for	all	road	users.Find	out	how	to	report	dangerous	driving	to	the	police,	how	to	submit	dashcam	footage	and	what	happens	afterwards.	What	is	dangerous	driving?Dangerous	driving	is	driving	that	puts	you	and	other	road	users	at	risk.	The	Crown	Prosecution	Service	says	it's	when
"driving	falls	far	below	the	standard	expected	of	a	competent	and	careful	driver	and	it	would	be	obvious	that	driving	in	that	way	would	be	dangerous".It	can	also	be	called	'careless	driving'	or	'anti-social	driving',	depending	on	how	serious	the	offence	is.	There	are	a	range	of	offences	that	can	all	count	as	dangerous	or	careless	driving.Find	out	more
about	what	dangerous	driving	is.Should	I	report	dangerous	driving?You	might	feel	upset	or	angry	after	witnessing	dangerous	driving.	But	our	research	suggests	that	people	are	more	likely	to	report	a	stranger	than	someone	they	know,	like	a	friend	or	family	member.We	asked	our	Members	what	theyd	do	if	they	saw	a	drunk	person	preparing	to	drive.
49%	said	theyd	report	a	drunk	driver	to	the	police	it	it	was	a	stranger.	Only	2%	said	they	would	call	the	police	if	the	drunk	person	was	a	family	member.Rather	than	report	the	drunk	person	for	dangerous	driving,	our	Members	said	they'd	prefer	to	take	away	the	driver's	keys,	call	a	cab	or	offer	them	a	lift.*But	reporting	someone	for	driving
dangerously	is	always	an	option	-	even	if	its	someone	you	know	-	as	you	can	do	it	anonymously.	And	reporting	dangerous	drivers	helps	keep	the	roads	safe	for	other	road	users.How	to	report	dangerous	driving	to	the	policeIf	you	witness	dangerous	driving,	you	can	report	a	bad	driver	to	the	police.Call	999	if	dangerous	driving's	in	progress	and	you
think	the	driver	could	cause	themselves	or	others	a	serious	injury,	for	example	if	theyre	a	drink	driver.	Make	sure	youre	not	driving	and	are	in	a	safe	place	when	you	call.You	can	make	a	report	online	or	over	the	phone	after	the	event.	You	can	also	submit	dashcam	footage	if	you	have	it.	Thanks	to	the	increase	in	drivers	using	dashcams	and	the	work	of
Operation	Snap,	its	easy	to	report	dangerous	drivers	to	the	police	using	video	footage.After	you've	told	the	police	about	the	incident	and	completed	a	witness	statement,	the	police	will	investigate.	If	they	decide	to	prosecute	the	other	driver,	you	must	be	prepared	to	attend	court	if	necessary.Report	a	bad	driver	caught	on	dashcamDashcam	footage	is	a
good	way	to	prove	the	incident	happened	and	to	record	details	of	the	dangerous	driver.Heres	how	to	submit	dashcam	footage	to	the	police:Wait	until	you're	out	of	the	car	Wait	until	youve	stopped	driving	and	are	safely	at	home	before	you	access	your	dashcam	footage	and	make	your	report.Submit	dashcam	footage	online	Websites	like	Nextbase	will
send	the	footage	to	your	local	police	force.Or	contact	your	local	police	force	directly	You	can	call	101	or	your	local	police	station.	The	police	may	ask	you	to	tell	them	about	the	incident	over	the	phone	and	email	the	footage	using	an	online	form.Remember	to	drive	safely	yourselfIf	you	use	a	dashcam,	remember	that	the	police	won't	only	look	at	the
other	driver's	actions,	they'll	look	at	yours	too.	You	can	never	use	a	mobile	to	take	a	picture	or	video	of	dangerous	driving	if	you're	driving	-	even	if	its	to	show	another	road	user	committing	a	traffic	offence.	All	offences	in	your	footage	will	be	addressed	-	including	your	own.Report	a	bad	driver	without	dashcam	footageWithout	a	dashcam,	youll	need	to
record	the	other	drivers	details	yourself.	Youll	need	to	include	as	many	details	as	possible	when	you	tell	the	police	about	the	incident.If	you	fear	there	is	an	immediate	danger	to	life,	call	999.	If	not,	heres	how	to	report	bad	drivers	to	the	police:Get	the	driver's	details	As	soon	as	you	can,	pull	over	in	a	safe	place.	Try	to	make	a	note	of	the	following,	as
the	police	will	need	this	information:	The	vehicle's	registration	The	vehicle's	colour,	make	and	model	The	time	and	place	where	the	incident	happened	Any	other	details,	such	as	a	description	of	the	driverCall	101	The	best	way	to	report	dangerous	driving	to	the	police	after	the	event	is	to	call	the	non-emergency	number	on	101.Or	submit	your	report
online	Can	I	report	someone	anonymously	for	dangerous	driving?Any	details	which	you	give	will	be	treated	confidentially,	and	the	person	you	reported	won't	be	told	who	reported	them.But	the	police	could	take	your	contact	details	as	they	may	need	more	information.	You	might	also	have	to	go	to	court	if	the	police	attempt	to	prosecute	the	other
driver.What	happens	next	if	you	report	someone	for	dangerous	driving?The	police	will	review	your	report	and	any	footage,	and	will	also	check	to	see	if	the	vehicle	and	the	driver	have	been	reported	before.	Then,	1	of	the	following	3	things	may	happen:	The	police	will	pass	your	report	to	the	local	police	forces	Road	Policing	Unit.	This	team	can	then
choose	to	deal	with	it	and	see	if	any	further	actions	need	to	be	taken.	Your	report	will	be	submitted	to	a	database	of	dangerous	driving	reports.	A	letter	may	be	sent	to	the	registered	owner	of	the	vehicle	to	warn	them	of	the	complaint	made	against	them.In	January	2019,	the	BBC	reported	that	2,300	dashcam	clips	were	sent	to	police	in	2018.	Action
was	taken	in	more	than	650	of	the	cases,	so	reports	do	lead	to	police	action.Penalties	for	dangerous	drivingOnce	the	police	investigate,	the	person	you	reported	might	face	a	penalty	for	dangerous	driving.	Types	of	penalties	Dangerous	driving	Penalty	points	Between	3	and	11	Disqualification	Minimum	of	2	years	Fine	Unlimited	maximum	fine
Imprisonment	Up	to	14	years	Find	out	more	about	the	penalties	for	dangerous	driving.	*AA	Populus	poll	of	29,568	drivers	completed	17th	-	23rd	November	2015.Published:	18	November	2019	|	Updated:	21	October	2020	|	Author:	The	AA	There's	no	such	thing	as	the	perfect	driver,	but	there's	a	difference	between	making	a	small	mistake	and	putting
other	road	users	at	risk.	If	you	see	someone	driving	dangerously,	then	reporting	it	can	help	make	our	roads	safer	for	all	road	users.Find	out	how	to	report	dangerous	driving	to	the	police,	how	to	submit	dashcam	footage	and	what	happens	afterwards.	What	is	dangerous	driving?Dangerous	driving	is	driving	that	puts	you	and	other	road	users	at	risk.
The	Crown	Prosecution	Service	says	it's	when	"driving	falls	far	below	the	standard	expected	of	a	competent	and	careful	driver	and	it	would	be	obvious	that	driving	in	that	way	would	be	dangerous".It	can	also	be	called	'careless	driving'	or	'anti-social	driving',	depending	on	how	serious	the	offence	is.	There	are	a	range	of	offences	that	can	all	count	as
dangerous	or	careless	driving.Find	out	more	about	what	dangerous	driving	is.Should	I	report	dangerous	driving?You	might	feel	upset	or	angry	after	witnessing	dangerous	driving.	But	our	research	suggests	that	people	are	more	likely	to	report	a	stranger	than	someone	they	know,	like	a	friend	or	family	member.We	asked	our	Members	what	theyd	do	if
they	saw	a	drunk	person	preparing	to	drive.	49%	said	theyd	report	a	drunk	driver	to	the	police	it	it	was	a	stranger.	Only	2%	said	they	would	call	the	police	if	the	drunk	person	was	a	family	member.Rather	than	report	the	drunk	person	for	dangerous	driving,	our	Members	said	they'd	prefer	to	take	away	the	driver's	keys,	call	a	cab	or	offer	them	a
lift.*But	reporting	someone	for	driving	dangerously	is	always	an	option	-	even	if	its	someone	you	know	-	as	you	can	do	it	anonymously.	And	reporting	dangerous	drivers	helps	keep	the	roads	safe	for	other	road	users.How	to	report	dangerous	driving	to	the	policeIf	you	witness	dangerous	driving,	you	can	report	a	bad	driver	to	the	police.Call	999	if
dangerous	driving's	in	progress	and	you	think	the	driver	could	cause	themselves	or	others	a	serious	injury,	for	example	if	theyre	a	drink	driver.	Make	sure	youre	not	driving	and	are	in	a	safe	place	when	you	call.You	can	make	a	report	online	or	over	the	phone	after	the	event.	You	can	also	submit	dashcam	footage	if	you	have	it.	Thanks	to	the	increase	in
drivers	using	dashcams	and	the	work	of	Operation	Snap,	its	easy	to	report	dangerous	drivers	to	the	police	using	video	footage.After	you've	told	the	police	about	the	incident	and	completed	a	witness	statement,	the	police	will	investigate.	If	they	decide	to	prosecute	the	other	driver,	you	must	be	prepared	to	attend	court	if	necessary.Report	a	bad	driver
caught	on	dashcamDashcam	footage	is	a	good	way	to	prove	the	incident	happened	and	to	record	details	of	the	dangerous	driver.Heres	how	to	submit	dashcam	footage	to	the	police:Wait	until	you're	out	of	the	car	Wait	until	youve	stopped	driving	and	are	safely	at	home	before	you	access	your	dashcam	footage	and	make	your	report.Submit	dashcam
footage	online	Websites	like	Nextbase	will	send	the	footage	to	your	local	police	force.Or	contact	your	local	police	force	directly	You	can	call	101	or	your	local	police	station.	The	police	may	ask	you	to	tell	them	about	the	incident	over	the	phone	and	email	the	footage	using	an	online	form.Remember	to	drive	safely	yourselfIf	you	use	a	dashcam,
remember	that	the	police	won't	only	look	at	the	other	driver's	actions,	they'll	look	at	yours	too.	You	can	never	use	a	mobile	to	take	a	picture	or	video	of	dangerous	driving	if	you're	driving	-	even	if	its	to	show	another	road	user	committing	a	traffic	offence.	All	offences	in	your	footage	will	be	addressed	-	including	your	own.Report	a	bad	driver	without
dashcam	footageWithout	a	dashcam,	youll	need	to	record	the	other	drivers	details	yourself.	Youll	need	to	include	as	many	details	as	possible	when	you	tell	the	police	about	the	incident.If	you	fear	there	is	an	immediate	danger	to	life,	call	999.	If	not,	heres	how	to	report	bad	drivers	to	the	police:Get	the	driver's	details	As	soon	as	you	can,	pull	over	in	a
safe	place.	Try	to	make	a	note	of	the	following,	as	the	police	will	need	this	information:	The	vehicle's	registration	The	vehicle's	colour,	make	and	model	The	time	and	place	where	the	incident	happened	Any	other	details,	such	as	a	description	of	the	driverCall	101	The	best	way	to	report	dangerous	driving	to	the	police	after	the	event	is	to	call	the	non-
emergency	number	on	101.Or	submit	your	report	online	Can	I	report	someone	anonymously	for	dangerous	driving?Any	details	which	you	give	will	be	treated	confidentially,	and	the	person	you	reported	won't	be	told	who	reported	them.But	the	police	could	take	your	contact	details	as	they	may	need	more	information.	You	might	also	have	to	go	to	court
if	the	police	attempt	to	prosecute	the	other	driver.What	happens	next	if	you	report	someone	for	dangerous	driving?The	police	will	review	your	report	and	any	footage,	and	will	also	check	to	see	if	the	vehicle	and	the	driver	have	been	reported	before.	Then,	1	of	the	following	3	things	may	happen:	The	police	will	pass	your	report	to	the	local	police	forces
Road	Policing	Unit.	This	team	can	then	choose	to	deal	with	it	and	see	if	any	further	actions	need	to	be	taken.	Your	report	will	be	submitted	to	a	database	of	dangerous	driving	reports.	A	letter	may	be	sent	to	the	registered	owner	of	the	vehicle	to	warn	them	of	the	complaint	made	against	them.In	January	2019,	the	BBC	reported	that	2,300	dashcam
clips	were	sent	to	police	in	2018.	Action	was	taken	in	more	than	650	of	the	cases,	so	reports	do	lead	to	police	action.Penalties	for	dangerous	drivingOnce	the	police	investigate,	the	person	you	reported	might	face	a	penalty	for	dangerous	driving.	Types	of	penalties	Dangerous	driving	Penalty	points	Between	3	and	11	Disqualification	Minimum	of	2	years
Fine	Unlimited	maximum	fine	Imprisonment	Up	to	14	years	Find	out	more	about	the	penalties	for	dangerous	driving.	*AA	Populus	poll	of	29,568	drivers	completed	17th	-	23rd	November	2015.Published:	18	November	2019	|	Updated:	21	October	2020	|	Author:	The	AA	Knowing	how	and	when	to	report	dangerous	driving	can	help	make	public	roads
safer	for	everyone.	But	theres	a	difference	between	dangerous	driving	and	careless	driving.	Here,	we	help	you	spot	the	difference	and	explain	how	to	report	dangerous	drivers.	Dangerous	driving	is	a	serious	offence	because	it	puts	the	driver,	you	and	others	at	serious	risk.	In	legal	terms,	when	someones	driving	standard	falls	well	below	that	of	a
competent	and	careful	driver,	and	its	obvious	the	driving	is	putting	people	at	risk,	its	considered	dangerous	driving.	Sometimes,	dangerous	driving	is	referred	to	as	anti-social	driving.	However,	careless	driving	is	a	slightly	different	offence,	although	both	can	create	the	right	conditions	for	an	accident.	Not	paying	attention	when	youre	behind	the
wheel	of	a	vehicle	can	have	serious	consequences.	But	there	are	differences	between	careless	driving	and	dangerous	driving.	When	someones	driving	falls	below	the	expected	standard	of	a	competent	driver	and	fails	to	consider	other	people	using	roads	and	paths,	it	falls	into	the	careless	driving	category.	Careless	driving	is	an	offence,	and	if	the
police	charge	you,	theyll	call	it	driving	without	due	care	and	attention.	A	few	examples	of	this	type	of	thoughtless	motoring	include:	Tailgating	Driving	through	a	red	light	Failing	to	give	way	when	you	should	Hogging	the	middle	lane	on	the	motorway	Undertaking	another	vehicle	(passing	on	the	left)	Smoking,	eating	or	drinking	while	driving	Each	of
these	examples	shows	the	driver	isnt	paying	attention	to	the	road,	other	users	or	observing	traffic	rules.	Things	are	a	little	more	serious	in	the	case	of	dangerous	driving.	A	dangerous	drivers	driving	standard	falls	even	lower.	Its	much	more	serious	and	can	result	in	high-risk	situations	for	the	driver	and	anyone	nearby.	A	few	examples	include:
Ignoring	road	signs	and	traffic	lights	Driving	when	knowing	you	are	not	fit	to	drive,	such	as	when	youre	under	the	influence	of	drugs,	alcohol	or	some	medications	Driving	when	you	are	injured	or	unable	to	see	clearly	Driving	while	being	dangerously	distracted,	such	as	using	a	mobile	phone,	tuning	the	radio	or	making	other	changes	to	the	stereo,
lighting	a	cigarette	or	reading	a	map	or	GPS	In	these	situations,	the	level	of	the	drivers	and	other	road	users	safety	drops	well	below	an	acceptable	level.	So,	if	you	spot	someone	behaving	in	the	above	ways	while	behind	the	wheel,	its	best	to	report	it	as	soon	as	possible.	To	make	your	report,	youll	need	a	few	details.	If	you	see	or	have	seen	someone
driving	dangerously,	you	should	make	a	report	as	soon	as	you	can.	There	are	several	ways	you	can	do	this.	Call	999:	The	fastest	way	to	notify	the	police	of	an	offence	is	to	call	999	while	the	incident	is	taking	place.	Obviously,	make	sure	youre	not	in	control	of	a	vehicle	when	you	make	your	call.	Youll	need	to	give	the	operator	as	many	details	of	the
incident	as	you	can	remember.	That	includes	the	time	and	place	the	incident	happened,	along	with	the	details	of	the	offence.	Youll	also	need	to	provide	the	vehicles	registration	number,	along	with	its	make,	model	and	colour.	Any	other	details,	such	as	a	description	of	the	driver	or	passengers,	if	there	are	any,	are	also	helpful.	Report	to	the	non-
emergency	police	line:	If	youre	reporting	dangerous	driving	after	the	incident	has	taken	place,	youll	need	to	call	101.	This	is	a	non-emergency	number.	Youll	need	to	give	all	of	the	same	information	about	the	incident.	Report	to	the	DVLA:	The	DVLA	has	a	toll-free	number	that	can	be	used	to	report	dangerous	driving.	Youll	need	to	provide	the	same
details	as	if	you	were	making	a	report	to	the	police.	This	toll-free	number	can	also	be	used	to	report	someone	who	seems	to	be	falling	asleep	at	the	wheel	or	doesnt	appear	to	see	well	enough	to	control	a	car.	Sometimes,	its	not	possible	to	report	dangerous	driving	straight	away.	Notifying	the	police	of	the	incident	online	is	simple	and	a	great	option	if
youd	like	to	submit	a	dashcam	recording	with	your	eyewitness	account.	Even	with	a	dashcam	recording,	youll	still	need	to	give	a	written	report	of	the	dangerous	driving	incident.	Not	all	police	forces	have	website	forms	for	submitting	your	report	online.	However,	the	Metropolitan	Police	have	an	online	form	for	traffic	offence	reports	that	covers	the
whole	of	the	UK.	There	are	several	ways	to	include	a	dashcam	recording	of	a	dangerous	driving	incident.	Some	county	police	forces	support	a	direct	upload	of	dashcam	video	files	with	their	online	forms.	In	cases	where	this	isnt	possible,	the	Next	Base	dashcam	safety	portal	can	submit	the	file	for	you	to	your	local	constabulary.	When	reporting	a
dangerous	driver,	you	might	be	worried	about	the	aftermath.	Could	the	person	find	out	and	threaten	you?	The	good	news	is,	whichever	way	you	report	an	incident,	your	details	will	be	treated	confidentially.	The	person	you	reported	wont	be	given	your	name	or	details.	However,	you	may	have	to	go	to	court	if	the	driver	ends	up	being	prosecuted.	Once
youve	lodged	a	report	with	the	police,	theyll	review	your	statement	along	with	any	footage	you	may	have	submitted.	If	you	dont	have	dashcam	footage,	you	can	still	report	an	incident	youve	witnessed.	The	dangerous	driving	or	careless	driving	report	youve	lodged	will	be	checked	against	police	records	to	see	if	the	vehicle	or	driver	has	been	reported
before.	Depending	on	the	details	of	your	report	and	whether	or	not	there	is	a	match,	one	of	the	following	three	things	will	happen.	The	local	Road	Policing	Unit	will	be	handed	your	report,	and	they	will	decide	how	to	deal	with	it	along	with	any	further	actions	that	need	to	be	taken.	A	letter	may	be	sent	to	the	driver	you	have	reported	to	warn	them	that
a	complaint	has	been	made	about	their	driving.	The	complaint	will	be	recorded	on	the	dangerous	driving	database.	Not	all	reports	of	dangerous	driving	are	acted	upon	even	when	dashcam	recordings	are	included	with	the	complaint.	If	a	complaint	about	your	driving	has	been	made	to	the	police,	they	are	obligated	to	check	this	complaint	against	their
records.	The	complaint	will	also	be	recorded	in	the	dangerous	driving	database.	That	means	if	further	reports	about	your	driving	are	made,	they	will	match	future	searches.	The	complaint	may	be	investigated	further,	and	this	could	result	in	prosecution.	If	this	is	the	case,	you	will	need	to	attend	court	and	could	face	charges,	have	up	to	11	points	added
to	your	licence,	or	be	banned	from	driving.	In	severe	cases,	you	may	receive	a	prison	term.	The	outcome	of	a	report	of	dangerous	driving	depends	on	the	severity	of	the	incident	and	the	circumstances	surrounding	it.	Penalties	for	dangerous	driving	range	from	a	letter	of	warning	from	the	police	to	a	jail	sentence.	Dangerous	driving	doesnt	always	carry
a	prison	term,	even	if	the	case	goes	to	court	or	someone	has	been	hurt	in	the	incident.	Four	types	of	penalties	can	be	given	to	dangerous	drivers:	Penalty	points:	Anywhere	between	3	and	11	penalty	points	may	be	given	for	dangerous	driving	offences.	Driving	ban:	A	minimum	two-year	driving	ban	may	be	given	for	dangerous	driving.	A	fine:	There	is	no
maximum	limit	for	dangerous	driving	fines.	Jail	sentence:	Up	to	14	years	in	prison	for	dangerous	driving.	Drivers	found	guilty	of	dangerous	driving	may	even	receive	a	combination	of	the	penalties	noted	above.	If	you	notice	someone	is	driving	dangerously	or	behaving	carelessly	while	in	control	of	a	vehicle,	you	should	report	it	as	soon	as	it	is	safe	for
you	to	do	so.	Lodging	a	report	about	dangerous	incidents	on	the	road	helps	to	keep	public	roads	safe	for	all.	There	is	no	need	to	be	concerned	about	your	privacy	when	making	a	report	all	dangerous	driving	reports	are	treated	confidentially.	There	are	a	few	things	to	keep	in	mind	when	collecting	the	details	youll	need	to	report	a	dangerous	driver.	You
should	never	put	yourself	in	danger	while	trying	to	record	the	incident.	Recording	or	taking	pictures	on	your	phone	while	driving	is	a	bad	idea	youll	be	breaking	the	road	rules	and	become	a	dangerous	driver	yourself.	All	dangerous	driving	instances	you	record	and	report	will	be	followed	up	on	by	the	police,	including	your	own.	Dont	try	to	access	the
dashcam	recording	of	any	dangerous	instance	until	you	have	parked	your	car	and	can	do	so	safely.	If	youve	noticed	another	motorist	putting	others	at	risk	by	driving	carelessly	or	recklessly,	its	important	to	note	their	details	and	report	them.	Whether	you	make	your	complaint	by	phone	to	the	police	or	DVLA	or	online	with	video	evidence,	it	will	be
taken	seriously	and	go	some	way	towards	making	public	roads	safer	for	all.	There's	no	such	thing	as	the	perfect	driver,	but	there's	a	difference	between	making	a	small	mistake	and	putting	other	road	users	at	risk.	If	you	see	someone	driving	dangerously,	then	reporting	it	can	help	make	our	roads	safer	for	all	road	users.Find	out	how	to	report
dangerous	driving	to	the	police,	how	to	submit	dashcam	footage	and	what	happens	afterwards.	What	is	dangerous	driving?Dangerous	driving	is	driving	that	puts	you	and	other	road	users	at	risk.	The	Crown	Prosecution	Service	says	it's	when	"driving	falls	far	below	the	standard	expected	of	a	competent	and	careful	driver	and	it	would	be	obvious	that
driving	in	that	way	would	be	dangerous".It	can	also	be	called	'careless	driving'	or	'anti-social	driving',	depending	on	how	serious	the	offence	is.	There	are	a	range	of	offences	that	can	all	count	as	dangerous	or	careless	driving.Find	out	more	about	what	dangerous	driving	is.Should	I	report	dangerous	driving?You	might	feel	upset	or	angry	after
witnessing	dangerous	driving.	But	our	research	suggests	that	people	are	more	likely	to	report	a	stranger	than	someone	they	know,	like	a	friend	or	family	member.We	asked	our	Members	what	theyd	do	if	they	saw	a	drunk	person	preparing	to	drive.	49%	said	theyd	report	a	drunk	driver	to	the	police	it	it	was	a	stranger.	Only	2%	said	they	would	call	the
police	if	the	drunk	person	was	a	family	member.Rather	than	report	the	drunk	person	for	dangerous	driving,	our	Members	said	they'd	prefer	to	take	away	the	driver's	keys,	call	a	cab	or	offer	them	a	lift.*But	reporting	someone	for	driving	dangerously	is	always	an	option	-	even	if	its	someone	you	know	-	as	you	can	do	it	anonymously.	And	reporting
dangerous	drivers	helps	keep	the	roads	safe	for	other	road	users.How	to	report	dangerous	driving	to	the	policeIf	you	witness	dangerous	driving,	you	can	report	a	bad	driver	to	the	police.Call	999	if	dangerous	driving's	in	progress	and	you	think	the	driver	could	cause	themselves	or	others	a	serious	injury,	for	example	if	theyre	a	drink	driver.	Make	sure
youre	not	driving	and	are	in	a	safe	place	when	you	call.You	can	make	a	report	online	or	over	the	phone	after	the	event.	You	can	also	submit	dashcam	footage	if	you	have	it.	Thanks	to	the	increase	in	drivers	using	dashcams	and	the	work	of	Operation	Snap,	its	easy	to	report	dangerous	drivers	to	the	police	using	video	footage.After	you've	told	the	police
about	the	incident	and	completed	a	witness	statement,	the	police	will	investigate.	If	they	decide	to	prosecute	the	other	driver,	you	must	be	prepared	to	attend	court	if	necessary.Report	a	bad	driver	caught	on	dashcamDashcam	footage	is	a	good	way	to	prove	the	incident	happened	and	to	record	details	of	the	dangerous	driver.Heres	how	to	submit
dashcam	footage	to	the	police:Wait	until	you're	out	of	the	car	Wait	until	youve	stopped	driving	and	are	safely	at	home	before	you	access	your	dashcam	footage	and	make	your	report.Submit	dashcam	footage	online	Websites	like	Nextbase	will	send	the	footage	to	your	local	police	force.Or	contact	your	local	police	force	directly	You	can	call	101	or	your
local	police	station.	The	police	may	ask	you	to	tell	them	about	the	incident	over	the	phone	and	email	the	footage	using	an	online	form.Remember	to	drive	safely	yourselfIf	you	use	a	dashcam,	remember	that	the	police	won't	only	look	at	the	other	driver's	actions,	they'll	look	at	yours	too.	You	can	never	use	a	mobile	to	take	a	picture	or	video	of	dangerous
driving	if	you're	driving	-	even	if	its	to	show	another	road	user	committing	a	traffic	offence.	All	offences	in	your	footage	will	be	addressed	-	including	your	own.Report	a	bad	driver	without	dashcam	footageWithout	a	dashcam,	youll	need	to	record	the	other	drivers	details	yourself.	Youll	need	to	include	as	many	details	as	possible	when	you	tell	the	police
about	the	incident.If	you	fear	there	is	an	immediate	danger	to	life,	call	999.	If	not,	heres	how	to	report	bad	drivers	to	the	police:Get	the	driver's	details	As	soon	as	you	can,	pull	over	in	a	safe	place.	Try	to	make	a	note	of	the	following,	as	the	police	will	need	this	information:	The	vehicle's	registration	The	vehicle's	colour,	make	and	model	The	time	and
place	where	the	incident	happened	Any	other	details,	such	as	a	description	of	the	driverCall	101	The	best	way	to	report	dangerous	driving	to	the	police	after	the	event	is	to	call	the	non-emergency	number	on	101.Or	submit	your	report	online	Can	I	report	someone	anonymously	for	dangerous	driving?Any	details	which	you	give	will	be	treated
confidentially,	and	the	person	you	reported	won't	be	told	who	reported	them.But	the	police	could	take	your	contact	details	as	they	may	need	more	information.	You	might	also	have	to	go	to	court	if	the	police	attempt	to	prosecute	the	other	driver.What	happens	next	if	you	report	someone	for	dangerous	driving?The	police	will	review	your	report	and	any
footage,	and	will	also	check	to	see	if	the	vehicle	and	the	driver	have	been	reported	before.	Then,	1	of	the	following	3	things	may	happen:	The	police	will	pass	your	report	to	the	local	police	forces	Road	Policing	Unit.	This	team	can	then	choose	to	deal	with	it	and	see	if	any	further	actions	need	to	be	taken.	Your	report	will	be	submitted	to	a	database	of
dangerous	driving	reports.	A	letter	may	be	sent	to	the	registered	owner	of	the	vehicle	to	warn	them	of	the	complaint	made	against	them.In	January	2019,	the	BBC	reported	that	2,300	dashcam	clips	were	sent	to	police	in	2018.	Action	was	taken	in	more	than	650	of	the	cases,	so	reports	do	lead	to	police	action.Penalties	for	dangerous	drivingOnce	the
police	investigate,	the	person	you	reported	might	face	a	penalty	for	dangerous	driving.	Types	of	penalties	Dangerous	driving	Penalty	points	Between	3	and	11	Disqualification	Minimum	of	2	years	Fine	Unlimited	maximum	fine	Imprisonment	Up	to	14	years	Find	out	more	about	the	penalties	for	dangerous	driving.	*AA	Populus	poll	of	29,568	drivers
completed	17th	-	23rd	November	2015.Published:	18	November	2019	|	Updated:	21	October	2020	|	Author:	The	AA	We	use	some	essential	cookies	to	make	this	website	work.Wed	like	to	set	additional	cookies	to	understand	how	you	use	GOV.UK,	remember	your	settings	and	improve	government	services.We	also	use	cookies	set	by	other	sites	to	help	us
deliver	content	from	their	services.	You	have	accepted	additional	cookies.	You	can	change	your	cookie	settings	at	any	time.	You	have	rejected	additional	cookies.	You	can	change	your	cookie	settings	at	any	time.	Statutory	vehicular	offence	in	British	lawFor	the	2019	video	game,	see	Dangerous	Driving	(video	game).In	United	Kingdom	law,	dangerous
driving	is	a	statutory	offence	related	to	aggressive	driving.	It	is	also	a	term	of	art	used	in	the	definition	of	the	offence	of	causing	death	by	dangerous	driving.	It	replaces	the	former	offence	of	reckless	driving.	Canada's	Criminal	Code	has	equivalent	provisions	covering	dangerous	driving	(see	"Canada"	section	below).This	offence	is	created	by	section	2
of	the	Road	Traffic	Act	1988	(as	substituted	by	section	1	of	the	Road	Traffic	Act	1991[1]):A	person	who	drives	a	mechanically	propelled	vehicle	dangerously	on	a	road	or	other	public	place	is	guilty	of	an	offence.A	person	is	to	be	regarded	as	driving	dangerously	for	the	purposes	of	sections	1	and	2	of	the	Road	Traffic	Act	1988	if	the	way	he/she	drives
falls	far	below	what	would	be	expected	of	a	competent	and	careful	driver,	and	it	would	be	obvious	to	a	competent	and	careful	driver	that	driving	in	that	way	would	be	dangerous;[2]	andif	it	would	be	obvious	to	a	competent	and	careful	driver	that	driving	the	vehicle	in	its	current	state	(for	the	purpose	of	the	determination	of	which	regard	may	be	had	to
anything	attached	to	or	carried	on	or	in	it,	and	to	the	manner	in	which	it	is	attached	or	carried)	would	be	dangerous.[3]In	this	context,	"dangerous"	refers	to	danger	either	of	injury	to	any	person	or	of	serious	damage	to	property;	and	in	determining	what	would	be	expected	of,	or	obvious	to,	a	competent	and	careful	driver	in	a	particular	case,	regard
shall	be	had	not	only	to	the	circumstances	of	which	he	could	be	expected	to	be	aware	but	also	to	any	circumstances	shown	to	have	been	within	the	knowledge	of	the	accused.[4]In	Attorney	General's	Reference	(No	4	of	2000)	(2001)	2	Cr.	App.	R.	417	Woolf	CJ	said	at	p	422:The	essential	limbs,	as	is	common	ground,	do	not	require	any	specific	intent	to
drive	dangerously.	Section	2A	sets	out	a	wholly	objective	test.	The	concept	of	what	is	obvious	to	a	careful	driver	places	the	question	of	what	constitutes	dangerous	driving	within	the	province	of	the	jury.Thus,	whereas	the	underlying	test	of	dangerousness	is	objective,	a	test	based	on	the	concept	of	"obviousness"	considers	the	extent	of	knowledge	as	to
causation.	This	test	is	hybrid,	drawing	both	on	the	actual	subjective	knowledge	that	the	accused	had	in	his	or	her	mind	at	the	time	the	actus	reus	of	driving	occurred,	and	on	the	knowledge	that	would	have	been	in	the	mind	of	a	reasonable	person	(see	mens	rea	and	criminal	negligence	for	discussion	on	the	nature	of	these	tests	and	the	scope	of	the
reasonable	person).The	Court	of	Appeal	held	in	the	case	of	R	v	Banister	[5]	that	police	drivers	get	no	special	treatment.	"The	special	skill	(or	indeed	lack	of	skill)	of	a	driver	is	an	irrelevant	circumstance	when	considering	whether	the	driving	is	dangerous".In	England	and	Wales	and	Scotland,	a	person	guilty	of	dangerous	driving	is	liable,	on	conviction
on	indictment,	to	imprisonment	for	any	term	not	exceeding	two	years,	or	to	a	fine,	or	to	both,	or	on	summary	conviction,	to	imprisonment	for	any	term	not	exceeding	six	months,	or	to	a	fine	not	exceeding	the	statutory	maximum,	or	to	both.[6]Any	conviction	for	dangerous	driving	(or	causing	death	by	dangerous	driving)	for	a	driver	holding	a	licence
issued	by	the	Driver	and	Vehicle	Agency	(Northern	Ireland)	or	Driver	and	Vehicle	Licensing	Agency	(for	licences	issued	in	England,	Wales	or	Scotland)	will	result	in	a	mandatory	disqualification	if	the	offence	took	place	in	the	United	Kingdom	proper,	Isle	of	Man	or	Republic	of	Ireland	(see	also	Traffic	violations	reciprocity).	The	driver	must	return	to
being	a	learner	driver,	even	if	the	offence	did	not	result	in	death	or	grievous	bodily	harm,	and	an	extended	practical	driving	test,	about	70	minutes	long	and	about	30	minutes	longer	than	the	regular	driving	test,	must	be	taken	by	the	driver	to	regain	his	or	her	full	driving	licence.[citation	needed]The	offence	of	causing	death	by	reckless	driving	was
created	by	section	1	of	the	Road	Traffic	Act	1972	and	then	by	section	1	of	the	Road	Traffic	Act	1988.	It	was	abolished,	and	replaced	with	the	offence	of	causing	death	by	dangerous	driving	by	section	1	of	the	Road	Traffic	Act	1991.After	it	was	substituted	by	section	50(1)	of	the	Criminal	Law	Act	1977,	section	1	of	the	Road	Traffic	Act	1972	read	as
follows:A	person	who	causes	the	death	of	another	person	by	driving	a	motor	vehicle	on	a	road	recklessly	shall	be	guilty	of	an	offence.A	person	guilty	of	this	offence	was	liable	to	imprisonment	for	a	term	not	exceeding	five	years.	Guidance	as	to	sentencing	was	given	in	R	v	Boswell	79	Cr	App	R	277,	[1984]	1	WLR	1047,	[1984]	3	All	ER	353,	6	Cr	App	R
(S)	257,	[1984]	RTR	315,	[1984]	Crim	LR	502,	CA.The	offence	of	dangerous	driving	was	created	by	section	2	of	the	Road	Traffic	Act	1972.	It	was	abolished	by	section	50	of	the	Criminal	Law	Act	1977.The	expression	"motor	vehicle"	was	defined	by	section	190(1),	and	the	expressions	"drive"	and	"road"	were	defined	by	section	196(1).The	mens	rea	of
this	offence	was	considered	in	R	v	Lawrence	[1982]	AC	510,	[1981]	2	WLR	524,	73	Cr	App	R	1,	[1981]	1	All	ER	974,	[1981]	RTR	217,	[1981]	Crim	LR	409,	HL,	reversing	71	Cr	App	R	291.This	offence	is	created	by	article	10	of	the	Road	Traffic	(Northern	Ireland)	Order	1995	(S.I.	1995/2994	(N.I.)).A	person	guilty	of	dangerous	driving	is	liable,	on
conviction	on	indictment,	to	imprisonment	for	any	term	not	exceeding	five	years,	or	to	a	fine,	or	to	both.[7]This	offence	is	created	by	article	9	of	the	Road	Traffic	(Northern	Ireland)	Order	1995	(S.I.	1995/2994	(N.I.)).It	carries	a	mandatory	disqualification	of	at	least	24	months.[7]Research	now	shows	ways	to	reduce	the	intentions	of	people	to	binge
drink	or	engage	in	dangerous	driving.	A	key	article	by	Martin,	Lee,	Weeks	and	Kaya	(2013)	suggests	that	understanding	consumer	personality	and	how	people	view	others	is	important.	People	were	shown	ads	talking	of	the	harmful	effects	of	binge	drinking.	People	who	valued	close	friends	as	a	sense	of	who	they	are,	were	less	likely	to	want	to	binge
drink	after	seeing	an	ad	featuring	them	and	a	close	friend.	People	who	were	loners	or	who	did	not	see	close	friends	important	to	their	sense	of	who	they	were	reacted	better	to	ads	featuring	an	individual.	A	similar	pattern	was	shown	for	ads	showing	a	person	driving	at	dangerous	speeds.	This	suggests	ads	showing	potential	harm	to	citizens	from	binge
drinking	or	dangerous	driving	are	less	effective	than	ads	highlighting	a	person's	close	friends.[8][9]The	offence	of	"dangerous	operation	of	a	conveyance"	is	created	by	section	320.13(1)	of	the	Criminal	Code.[10]	A	"conveyance"	is	defined	as	"a	motor	vehicle,	a	vessel,	an	aircraft	or	railway	equipment".[11]	The	actus	reus	of	the	offence	is	"driving	in	a
manner	dangerous	to	the	public,	having	regard	to	all	the	circumstances".[12]	The	mens	rea	of	the	offence	is	"that	the	degree	of	care	exercised	by	the	accused	was	a	marked	departure	from	the	standard	of	care	that	a	reasonable	person	would	observe	in	the	accuseds	circumstances".[12]The	equivalent,	under	the	country's	Criminal	Code,	to	"dangerous
driving",	is	Dangerous	Operation	of	a	Motor	Vehicle.	The	offence	can	be	tried	summarily	or	on	indictment.	The	maximum	prison	sentences	that	can	be	imposed	are:if	tried	summarily,	2	years	minus	one	day.[13]if	tried	by	indictment,	10	years.[14]A	licence	suspension	is	mandatory,	and	will	be	for	a	minimum	of	12	months	if	the	person	has	no	prior
Criminal	Code	driving	convictions	on	his	or	her	record.	Anyone	with	a	prior	conviction,	for	a	Criminal	Code	driving	offence,	will	receive	a	longer	licence	suspension,	but	will	also	receive	a	prison	sentence.	Some	provinces	count	equivalents,	to	Criminal	Code	driving	convictions,	if	such	convictions	occur	in	certain	American	states.	The	Ontario	Archived
28	October	2014	at	the	Wayback	Machine	Ministry	of	Transportation	counts	equivalents,	to	Criminal	Code	driving	convictions,	if	they	occur	in	New	York	or	Michigan.	Those	equivalent	to	dangerous	driving	are	included.Dangerous	operation	causing	bodily	harm	is	a	hybrid	offence	and	may	be	tried	summarily	or	by	indictment.[15]	Dangerous	operation
causing	death	may	only	be	tried	by	indictment.[16]	Custodial	sentences	will	almost	always	be	given	as	a	result	of	a	conviction	for	either	type	of	dangerous	driving	charge.[citation	needed]Anyone	convicted	of	dangerous	operation	causing	bodily	harm	is	subject	to	a	maximum	prison	sentence	of	14	years.[15]	The	Criminal	Code	defines	bodily	harm	as
"any	hurt	or	injury	to	a	person	that	interferes	with	the	health	or	comfort	of	the	person	and	that	is	more	than	merely	transient	or	trifling	in	nature".[17]Anyone	convicted	of	dangerous	operation	causing	death	is	subject	to	a	maximum	sentence	of	life	imprisonment.[18]Although	the	minimum	driving	prohibition	of	12	months	(or	more,	if	the	conviction	or
guilty	plea	is	to	a	2nd	or	subsequent	Criminal	Code	offence)	applies	to	any	conviction	of	causing	death	or	grievous	bodily	harm	by	dangerous	driving,	driving	prohibitions,	in	these	cases,	are	often	longer	than	12	months.Some	provinces,	such	as	Ontario[permanent	dead	link],	Alberta	and	Nova	Scotia,	require	the	resitting	of	all	theory	and	practical
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