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If you're writing a research paper, the conclusion is your opportunity to summarize your findings and leave a lasting impression on your readers. In this post, we’ll take you through how to write an effective conclusion for a research paper and how you can:+ Reword your thesis statement- Highlight the significance of your research- Discuss
limitations: Connect to the introduction- End with a thought-provoking statementBegin your conclusion by restating your thesis statement in a way that is slightly different from the wording used in the introduction. Avoid presenting new information or evidence in your conclusion. Just summarize the main points and arguments of your essay and
keep this part as concise as possible. Remember that you've already covered the in-depth analyses and investigations in the main body paragraphs of your essay, so it’s not necessary to restate these details in the conclusion.The conclusion is a good place to emphasize the implications of your research. Avoid ambiguous or vague language such as “I
think” or “maybe,” which could weaken your position. Clearly explain why your research is significant and how it contributes to the broader field of study.Here’s an example from a (fictional) study on the impact of social media on mental health: This research has emphasized the strong correlation between social media use and mental health
outcomes. Through a comprehensive analysis of in-person interviews, survey responses, and qualitative insights, we have identified both the positive and negative aspects of this digital phenomenon. Our findings highlight the potential for social media to foster social support networks, enhance interpersonal connections, and facilitate information
sharing. However, our study has also underscored the alarming prevalence of the cyberbullying, social comparison, and addictive behaviors associated with excessive social media use.Although it’s important to emphasize the significance of your study, you can also use the conclusion to briefly address any limitations you discovered while conducting
your research, such as time constraints or a shortage of resources. Doing this demonstrates a balanced and honest approach to your research.In your conclusion, you can circle back to your introduction, perhaps by referring to a quote or anecdote you discussed earlier. If you end your paper on a similar note to how you began it, you will create a
sense of cohesion for the reader and remind them of the meaning and significance of your research.Consider ending your paper with a thought-provoking and memorable statement that relates to the impact of your research questions or hypothesis. This statement can be a call to action, a philosophical question, or a prediction for the future (positive
or negative). Here’s an example that uses the same topic as above (social media and mental health): The future of our collective mental health is a conversation we must engage in as a society, calling for a mindful and balanced approach to social media.Ensure that your essay ends on a high note by having our experts proofread your research paper.
Our team has experience with a wide variety of academic fields and subjects and can help make your paper stand out from the crowd - get started today and see the difference it can make in your work. 243.6K The conclusion of a research paper typically receives less attention compared to a research paper introduction and the body of the paper.
However, a research paper conclusion serves to provide a concise summary of the key findings, their significance, their implications, and a sense of closure to the study. A research paper conclusion provides researchers with clear insights which act as a foundation to contribute to the advancement of knowledge in the field. It restates how your
results contribute to the existing body of knowledge and whether they confirm or challenge existing theories or hypotheses. Also, by identifying unanswered questions through a research paper conclusion, your awareness of the broader research landscape can be demonstrated. In this article, we will discuss how to tailor your research paper
conclusion to the specific needs and interests of your intended audience, and how Paperpal can help you write an effortless research paper conclusion. What is a conclusion in a research paper? A conclusion in a research paper is the final section where you summarize and wrap up your research, presenting the key findings and insights derived from
your study. The research paper conclusion is not the place to introduce new information or data that was not discussed in the main body of the paper. When working on how to conclude a research paper, remember to stick to summarizing and interpreting existing content. The research paper conclusion serves the following purposes:1 Warn readers
of the possible consequences of not attending to the problem. Recommend specific course(s) of action. Restate key ideas to drive home the ultimate point of your research paper. Provide a “take-home” message that you want the readers to remember about your study. Types of conclusions for research papers In research papers, the conclusion
provides closure to the reader. The type of research paper conclusion you choose depends on the nature of your study, your goals, and your target audience. I provide you with three common types of conclusions: Summarizing Conclusion A summarizing conclusion is the most common type of conclusion in research papers. It involves summarizing the
main points, reiterating the research question, and restating the significance of the findings. This common type of research paper conclusion is used across different disciplines. Editorial Conclusion An editorial conclusion is less common but can be used in research papers that are focused on proposing or advocating for a particular viewpoint or
policy. It involves presenting a strong editorial or opinion based on the research findings and offering recommendations or calls to action. Externalizing Conclusion An externalizing conclusion is a type of conclusion that extends the research beyond the scope of the paper by suggesting potential future research directions or discussing the broader
implications of the findings. This type of conclusion is often used in more theoretical or exploratory research papers. How to write a conclusion for your research paper with Paperpal? Writing a strong conclusion for your research paper is essential to leave a lasting impression on your readers. Here’s a step-by-step process to help you create and
know what to put in the conclusion of a research paper:2 Step 1: Research Statement Begin your research paper conclusion by restating your research statement. This reminds the reader of the main point you’'ve been trying to prove throughout your paper. Keep it concise and clear. Don’t just copy and paste your original research statement. Instead,
rephrase it in light of the evidence you’ve presented with the help of Paperpal.. Step 2: Key Points Summarize the main arguments and key points you’ve made in your paper. Avoid introducing new information in the research paper conclusion. Instead, provide a concise overview of what you’'ve discussed in the body of your paper. Summarize the
most important results and their implications with Paperpal and emphasize the evidence that supports your conclusions. Based on the key points summary draft created by Paperpal, connect the dots and show how your findings relate to each other and contribute to the broader understanding of your research topic. Synthesize the information and
present a clear research paper conclusion. Step 3: Address the Research Questions If your research paper is based on specific research questions or hypotheses, briefly address whether you’ve answered them or achieved your research goals. Discuss the significance of your findings in this context. Highlight the importance of your research and its
relevance in the broader context. Explain why your findings matter and how they contribute to the existing knowledge in your field. Step 4: Implications Explore the practical or theoretical implications of your research. How might your findings impact future research, policy, or real-world applications? Consider the “so what?” question. Use Paperpal
Write to create a first draft of the practical and theoretical implications of your research and personalize as you want to get tailored results. Step 5: Future Research Offer suggestions for future research in your area. What questions or aspects remain unanswered or warrant further investigation? This shows that your work opens the door for future
exploration. Step 6: Closing Thought Conclude your research paper conclusion with a thought-provoking or memorable statement. This can leave a lasting impression on your readers and wrap up your paper effectively. Avoid introducing new information or arguments here. Final Step: Proofread and Revise Carefully proofread your conclusion for
grammar, spelling, and clarity with Paperpal’s free online grammar checker. Unlike other grammar checkers and proofreaders online, Paperpal identifies domain-specific terminology, scientific jargon, and uses patient-first language for better writing, helping you fix the common grammar errors, leaving the domain-specific terminology intact in your
research paper conclusion. Finally, run your research paper through Paperpal’s plagiarism checker that allows you to scan up to 7,000 words for free and identifies top sources of similarity in your documents. Ensure that your ideas flow smoothly and that your conclusion is coherent and well-structured. Remember that a well-crafted research paper
conclusion is a reflection of the strength of your research and your ability to communicate its significance effectively. It should leave a lasting impression on your readers and tie together all the threads of your paper. Now you know how to start the conclusion of a research paper and what elements to include to make it impactful, let’s look at a
research paper conclusion sample. Research paper conclusion examples written with Paperpal Type of Conclusion Research Topic Research Paper Conclusion Examples Summarizing Conclusion Impact of social media on adolescents’ mental health In conclusion, our study has shown that increased usage of social media is significantly associated
with higher levels of anxiety and depression among adolescents. These findings highlight the importance of understanding the complex relationship between social media and mental health to develop effective interventions and support systems for this vulnerable population. Editorial Conclusion Environmental impact of plastic waste In light of our
research findings, it is clear that we are facing a plastic pollution crisis. To mitigate this issue, we strongly recommend a comprehensive ban on single-use plastics, increased recycling initiatives, and public awareness campaigns to change consumer behavior. The responsibility falls on governments, businesses, and individuals to take immediate
actions to protect our planet and future generations. Externalizing Conclusion Exploring applications of Al in healthcare While our study has provided insights into the current applications of Al in healthcare, the field is rapidly evolving. Future research should delve deeper into the ethical, legal, and social implications of Al in healthcare, as well as
the long-term outcomes of Al-driven diagnostics and treatments. Furthermore, interdisciplinary collaboration between computer scientists, medical professionals, and policymakers is essential to harness the full potential of AI while addressing its challenges. Write Research Paper Conclusion Now Importance of a good research paper conclusion The
conclusion in a research paper serves several important purposes: Offers Implications and Recommendations: Your research paper conclusion is an excellent place to discuss the broader implications of your research and suggest potential areas for further study. It’s also an opportunity to offer practical recommendations based on your findings.
Provides Closure: A good research paper conclusion provides a sense of closure to your paper. It should leave the reader with a feeling that they have reached the end of a well-structured and thought-provoking research project. Leaves a Lasting Impression: Writing a well-crafted research paper conclusion leaves a lasting impression on your readers.
It’s your final opportunity to leave them with a new idea, a call to action, or a memorable quote. A research paper conclusion is not just a summary of your study, but a synthesis of the key findings that ties the research together and places it in a broader context. Remember that the primary purpose of the research paper conclusion is to leave a lasting
impression on the reader, reinforcing the key points and providing closure to your research. It’s often the last part of the paper that the reader will see, so it should be strong and well-crafted. Frequently Asked Questions What should I include in my research paper conclusion? The research paper conclusion is a crucial part of your paper as it provides
the final opportunity to leave a strong impression on your readers. In the research paper conclusion, summarize the main points of your research paper by restating your research statement, highlighting the most important findings, addressing the research questions or objectives, explaining the broader context of the study, discussing the
significance of your findings, providing recommendations if applicable, and emphasizing the takeaway message. The main purpose of the conclusion is to remind the reader of the main point or argument of your paper and to provide a clear and concise summary of the key findings and their implications. All these elements should feature on your list of
what to put in the conclusion of a research paper to create a strong final statement for your work. 2. What are the key elements of a strong research paper conclusion? A strong conclusion is a critical component of a research paper, as it provides an opportunity to wrap up your arguments, reiterate your main points, and leave a lasting impression on
your readers. Here are the key elements of a strong research paper conclusion: Conciseness: A research paper conclusion should be concise and to the point. It should not introduce new information or ideas that were not discussed in the body of the paper. Summarization: The research paper conclusion should be comprehensive enough to give the
reader a clear understanding of the research’s main contributions. Relevance: Ensure that the information included in the research paper conclusion is directly relevant to the research paper’s main topic and objectives; avoid unnecessary details. Connection to the Introduction: A well-structured research paper conclusion often revisits the key points
made in the introduction and shows how the research has addressed the initial questions or objectives. Emphasis: Highlight the significance and implications of your research. Why is your study important? What are the broader implications or applications of your findings? Call to Action: Include a call to action or a recommendation for future research
or action based on your findings. 3. How long should a research paper conclusion be? The length of a research paper conclusion can vary depending on several factors, including the overall length of the paper, the complexity of the research, and the specific journal requirements. While there is no strict rule for the length of a conclusion, but it’s
generally advisable to keep it relatively short. A typical research paper conclusion might be around 5-10% of the paper’s total length. For example, if your paper is 10 pages long, the conclusion might be roughly half a page to one page in length. 4. Should I include citations in the conclusion? In general, you do not need to include citations in the
research paper conclusion. Citations are typically reserved for the body of the paper to support your arguments and provide evidence for your claims. However, there may be some exceptions to this rule: If you are drawing a direct quote or paraphrasing a specific source in your research paper conclusion, you should include a citation to give proper
credit to the original author. If your conclusion refers to or discusses specific research, data, or sources that are crucial to the overall argument, citations can be included to reinforce your conclusion’s validity. 5. What is the purpose of a research paper conclusion? The conclusion of a research paper serves several important purposes: Summarize the
Key Points Reinforce the Main Argument Provide Closure Offer Insights or Implications Engage the Reader. Reflect on Limitations References Makar, G., Foltz, C., Lendner, M., & Vaccaro, A. R. (2018). How to write effective discussion and conclusion sections. Clinical spine surgery, 31(8), 345-346. Bunton, D. (2005). The structure of PhD conclusion
chapters. Journal of English for academic purposes, 4(3), 207-224. Paperpal is a comprehensive Al writing toolkit that helps students and researchers achieve 2x the writing in half the time. It leverages 22+ years of STM experience and insights from millions of research articles to provide in-depth academic writing, language editing, and submission
readiness support to help you write better, faster. Get accurate academic translations, rewriting support, grammar checks, vocabulary suggestions, and generative Al assistance that delivers human precision at machine speed. Try for free or upgrade to Paperpal Prime starting at US$25 a month to access premium features, including consistency,
plagiarism, and 30+ submission readiness checks to help you succeed. Experience the future of academic writing - Sign up to Paperpal and start writing for free! Wrapping up a paper may seem simple enough, but if you don’t know how to write a research paper conclusion, it can sometimes be the hardest part of the paper-writing process. In this
guide, we share expert advice on how to write a research paper conclusion. We explain what to put (and what not to put) in a research paper conclusion, describe the different types of conclusions, and show you a few different research paper conclusion examples. Grammarly helps you communicate confidently What is a research paper conclusion? A
research paper conclusion should summarize the main points of the paper, help readers contextualize the information, and as the last thing people read, be memorable and leave an impression. The research paper conclusion is the best chance for the author to both reiterate their main points and tie all the information together. All in all, it’s one of the
most important parts of writing a research paper. Research paper conclusions are generally one paragraph long, although more complicated topics may have longer conclusions. Although conclusions don’t normally present new information or data that wasn’t mentioned in the article, they often reframe the issues or offer a new perspective on the
topic. 6 elements to include in a research paper conclusion 1 Urgency or consequences A good conclusion answers the question, Why should the reader care? To connect the information to the reader, point out why your topic should matter to them. What happens if the problem persists, or how can the problem be solved? Feel free to mention common
obstacles that feed the problem, implications of the data, or a recommended action for fixing it. 2 Reminder of thesis statement Research paper conclusions are a great place to revisit your initial thesis statement, a sentence that encapsulates the main topic or problem your paper addresses. Thesis statements are discussed heavily at the beginning of
a paper, but they can be even stronger when you reintroduce them at the end, after you’ve presented all your evidence. 3 Recap of main points Although you don’t want to repeat yourself just for the sake of repetition, a recap of your main points can be helpful to your reader. Think of these as your paper’s “key takeaways,” the parts you want readers
to remember. Save the details for the body text and use the conclusion to remind the reader of your strongest supporting evidence before they put your paper down. 4 Parallels to the introduction The introduction and the conclusion are two sides of the same coin. A useful strategy to consider as you approach writing a research paper conclusion is to
follow the same structure or address the same themes as you do in the introduction. For example, if you pose a question in your introduction, you can answer it directly in your conclusion. Keep this in mind when writing your research paper outline so you can properly plan both parts. 5 Limitations of the study Although this isn’t applicable to every
research paper, if you're writing about actual tests or studies you’ve conducted, there are some ethical requirements for what you put in a research paper conclusion. Specifically, you're expected to address the limitations of your study; these may include criticisms or flaws in your process that might have affected the results, such as using suboptimal
participation groups. It’s best to call these out yourself rather than having a colleague call them out later. 6 Conciseness Above all, every research paper conclusion should be written with conciseness. In general, conclusions should be short, so keep an eye on your word count as you write and aim to be as succinct as possible. You can expound on
your topic in the body of your paper, but the conclusion is more for summarizing and recapping. 5 elements not to include in a research paper conclusion 1 Dry summary Summarizing may be a crucial part of research paper conclusions, but it’s not the only part. Your conclusion should be more than just a summary; it should shape the way your reader
thinks about your topic. Don’t just repeat the facts: Contextualize them for the reader, offer a new perspective, or suggest a step for solving the problem. 2 Generic or clichéd phrasing Just like our advice for how to write a conclusion for a more general essay, you should also avoid generic or clichéd phrasing in research paper conclusions. Some
words or phrases are overused in conclusions to the point of becoming trite. If you want your conclusion to seem fresh and well-written, avoid these phrases: in conclusion in closing in summary or in summation to sum up to wrap up 3 New data or evidence Conclusions are not the place to introduce new evidence or data, especially if they are
significant enough to reframe your entire argument. Hard facts and supporting evidence belong in the body of the paper; when the reader is absorbing this section, they’re still actively learning about the topic. By the conclusion, the reader is almost done forming their opinion. The conclusion is more about retrospection; introducing unexpected
information there can frustrate readers just as much as it surprises them. 4 Ignoring negative results It might be tempting to sugarcoat negative results or ignore them completely, but that will only harm your paper in the end. It’s always best to own up to any shortcomings in your research and admit them overtly. Your transparency not only helps
validate your other research, but it also prevents critics from pointing out these same shortcomings in a more damaging way. 5 Ambiguous resolutions Part of the appeal of research paper conclusions is the closure they bring; they’'re supposed to wrap up arguments and clean up any loose ends. If your conclusion is ambiguous, it can give the
impression that your research was incomplete, inadequate, or fundamentally flawed. Rather, write your conclusion with direct language and take a firm stance. Even if the data was inconclusive, state definitively that it was inconclusive. This kind of clarity in writing makes you sound both confident and competent. Types of research paper conclusions
with examples Although there are no formal types of research paper conclusions, in general they tend to fall into the categories of summary, commentary, and new perspective. Bear in mind that these aren’t mutually exclusive—the same research paper conclusion can summarize and present a new perspective at the same time. Consider mixing and
matching parts from each to create the unique blend your own paper needs. Research paper conclusion example: Summary The most common type of research paper conclusion is the straight summary, which succinctly repeats the key points of the paper. Keep in mind that a conclusion should do more than merely summarize, so be sure to add some
lines that offer extra value or insight. Like all great scientists, Isaac Newton was able to condense his ideas, however complicated, into the simple and brief laws discussed above. Newton’s law of inertia, his law of action/reaction, and his equation of F=ma—along with his law of gravity, also discussed above—combine to form the very foundation of
classical mechanics. Without his laws, physics as we know it wouldn't exist. Research paper conclusion example: Commentary The conclusion can be an opportunity for a writer to share their own personal views. This is especially useful in scientific writing, where the body of the paper is reserved for data and facts, and the conclusion is the only
section for personal opinion. Just be careful about getting too subjective—this is still a research paper, not a personal essay. As you can see by the cause-and-effect relationships pointed out above, an attack on journalism in one part of the world is an attack on journalism everywhere. Though the issue might seem distant, it’s actually right on our
doorstep. All of us need to start standing up to the powers that censor the truth and defend the brave journalists who risk their lives to deliver it. Research paper conclusion example: New perspective Research paper conclusions are the perfect place to offer a new perspective on your topic. After presenting all your evidence and research, you can
now draw connections and synthesize the data to create a unifying theory or new angle. The conclusion is the best place to include this, as the reader is already familiar with all the essential details. You'll notice that the studies we examined all come to the same conclusion: Remote working increases both production and employee satisfaction.
Ultimately, the idea that remote work hinders productivity is a lie. In fact, the research suggests clearly that remote work should be increased, not done away with. If remote work becomes the norm instead of the exception, businesses could actually achieve new heights. Research paper conclusion FAQs What is the purpose of a research paper
conclusion? The purpose of a research paper conclusion is to summarize the main points of the paper, help the reader contextualize the information, and leave a lasting impression on the reader. What should you include in a research paper conclusion? A research paper conclusion should include a summary of the key points in your paper.
Additionally, the conclusion can reframe the research in a way that’s easier for the reader to understand, often by adding urgency or explaining consequences. The conclusion is also used to mention the limitations of your research, such as an inadequate number of participants. What are the different kinds of research paper conclusions? Although
there are no formal categories of research paper conclusion, in general research paper conclusions tend to fall into the categories of summary, commentary, and new perspective. Bear in mind that these aren’t mutually exclusive—the same research paper conclusion can both summarize the paper and present a new perspective. Writing a strong
conclusion is a crucial part of any research paper. It provides a final opportunity to summarize your key findings, restate your thesis, and leave a lasting impression on your reader. However, many students struggle with how to effectively write a conclusion that ties everything together. In this article, we’ll provide some tips and strategies for writing a
compelling conclusion, along with an example to help illustrate the process. By following these guidelines, you can ensure that your research paper ends on a high note and leaves a lasting impact on your audience. Why Conclusion is Important in Research Paper The conclusion is the final chapter of your research paper journey, sealing the deal on all
your hard work. After thoroughly laying out your main points and arguments in the body paragraphs, the conclusion gives you a chance to tie everything together into a neat, cohesive package. More than just summarizing your key ideas, an effective conclusion shows readers the bigger picture of your research and why it matters. It highlights the
significance of your findings, explains how your work contributes to the field, and points to potential future directions stemming from your study. The conclusion is your last chance to leave a lasting impact and compel readers to seriously consider your perspective. With the right phrasing and tone, you can amplify the power of your work. Choose
your words wisely, be persuasive yet diplomatic, and guide readers to walk away feeling satisfied by your reasoning and conclusions. Approach the conclusion thoughtfully, reflect deeply on the larger meaning of your research, and craft impactful final sentences that linger in the reader’s mind. Wield your conclusion skillfully to make your research
paper transformative and memorable. A powerful, thoughtful conclusion inspires action, sparks curiosity, and showcases the valuable insights you bring to the academic conversation. How to Write Conclusion for a Research Paper Crafting an effective conclusion in research paper requires thoughtful consideration and deliberate effort. After
presenting your findings and analysis, the conclusion allows you to close your work with a flourish. Begin by briefly summarizing the main points of your paper, provide a quick recap of your thesis, methodology, and key findings without repeating too much details from the body. Use this as an opportunity to reinforce your main argument and position
within the field. Next, highlight the significance and implications of your research. What new insights or perspectives does your work contribute? Discuss how your findings can inform future studies or practical applications. Convey why your research matters and how it moves the needle forward in your discipline. Address any limitations of the
current study and propose potential next steps that could be taken by you or other scholars to further the research. This shows readers you have critically considered ways to continue expanding knowledge in this area. Finally, close with a memorable statement that captures the essence of your work and leaves a lasting impression. This could be an
apt metaphor, a call to action, or a thought provoking question for readers to ponder. Choose words that will resonate with your audience and demonstrate the impact of your research. With care and creativity, your conclusion can elevate your paper and cement your scholarly authority. Revisit often as you write to ensure your conclusion
accomplishes its purpose, to convince readers of the value of your study and ignite further progress in your field. What Not to Include in a Research Paper Conclusion 1. New Data: In a research paper conclusion, avoid presenting new data or evidence that wasn’t discussed earlier in the paper. It's the time to summarize, analyze, or explain the
significance of data already provided, not to introduce new material. 2. Irrelevant Details: The conclusion is not the spot for extraneous details not directly related to your research or its findings. Be focused and concise, tying up the paper neatly without going off-target. 3. Personal Opinions: Try not to include personal beliefs or subjective opinions
unless your paper calls for it. Stick to empirical evidence, facts, and objective interpretation of your research. 4. Vague Summarization: While summarizing is the essence of a conclusion, too much of a broad or vague narrative should be avoided. Your conclusion shouldn’t be a generalization of the research but should specifically state your significant
findings and their implications. 5. Overstating Results: No matter how exhilarating your research may be, don’t exaggerate its implications or general applications. Remember to acknowledge limitations or potential areas for future exploration. 6. Procrastinating: Refrain from leaving unresolved issues for future research. The conclusion is meant to
tie up loose ends, not create more. 7. Repetition: While some reiteration is necessary, completely repeating the same phrases and points made previously can make your conclusion sound boring and redundant. Instead, try to look at your argument from a fresh, summarized perspective. 8. Apologies: Do not apologize or discredit your research efforts.
Avoid phrases like, “This research was only” or “Although the study wasn’t able to prove”. A conclusion should confidently present your research results even if they’re unexpected or differ from your hypothesis. 9. Impractical Recommendations: While it’s often good to suggest directions for future research, don’t go overboard by proposing
impractical or unachievable goals. Keep your recommendations relevant to your findings and within the realm of possibility. 10. Too Much Jargon: While it’s appropriate to use technical language throughout your research paper, remember the conclusion might be what a layman reads. Stick with a happy medium of professional lingo intermixed with
understandable, plain language. Also Check: Conclusion for Internship Report Conclusion in research Example Research: Impact of Social Media Use on Adolescent Mental Health. In conclusion, this study has demonstrated the significant impact of social media use on adolescent mental health. Our findings indicate that frequent social media use is
associated with higher levels of anxiety and depression, particularly among girls. These results underscore the need for continued research in this area, as well as the development of interventions and strategies to promote healthy social media use among young people. By addressing this issue, we can help to ensure the well-being and success of the
next generation. Conclusion in Research Paper Example Research: Impact of climate change on coral reefs in Florida. In conclusion, the effect of climate change on Florida’s coral reefs presents a significant concern for the state’s ecosystem and economy. The data collected during this investigation reveal a direct correlation between rising ocean
temperatures and coral bleaching events. This pattern has increased over the past decade, indicating that coral reefs’ health directly correlates with climate change effects. Example Conclusion in Research Research: The Influence of Social Media on Consumer Buying Behavior Social media significantly shapes consumer buying behavior. Its power to
influence is seen through peer opinions, online advertising, and brand communication. However, with the potential for misinformation, the reliability and quality of information are areas for further study. Despite these concerns, businesses leveraging social media can effectively boost their market reach and sales. Research Paper Conclusion
Research: Impacts of Remote Work on Employee Productivity Remote work has been found to notably enhance employee productivity. The elimination of commuting time, flexible scheduling, and comforting environment contribute to this increase. However, factors like home distractions and technological difficulties offer room for further research.
Yet, integrating remote work can be a strategic pathway towards improved efficiency and workforce satisfaction. These examples demonstrate techniques for crafting an effective conclusion in a research paper, providing your thesis with a powerful final statement. Now it is your turn to compose a strong concluding paragraph that summarizes your
findings, reinforces your central argument, and leaves readers with a memorable takeaway. Remember to restate your thesis without repeating it verbatim, highlight your main points without introducing new evidence, and end on a note that conveys the significance of your research. With a clear structure and purpose, proper grammar, and impactful
writing, you can give your paper the persuasive conclusion it deserves. Writing an effective conclusion takes practice, but by honing these skills you will elevate your academic writing to new heights. Use the strategies outlined here as a guide, believe in your capabilities, and soon you will be adept at concluding research papers powerfully. The final
paragraph is your last chance to impress readers, so make it count! One of the most common questions we receive at the Writing Center is “what am I supposed to do in my conclusion?” This is a difficult question to answer because there’s no one right answer to what belongs in a conclusion. How you conclude your paper will depend on where you
started—and where you traveled. It will also depend on the conventions and expectations of the discipline in which you are writing. For example, while the conclusion to a STEM paper could focus on questions for further study, the conclusion of a literature paper could include a quotation from your central text that can now be understood differently
in light of what has been discussed in the paper. You should consult your instructor about expectations for conclusions in a particular discipline. With that in mind, here are some general guidelines you might find helpful to use as you think about your conclusion. Begin with the “what” In a short paper—even a research paper—you don’t need to
provide an exhaustive summary as part of your conclusion. But you do need to make some kind of transition between your final body paragraph and your concluding paragraph. This may come in the form of a few sentences of summary. Or it may come in the form of a sentence that brings your readers back to your thesis or main idea and reminds
your readers where you began and how far you have traveled. So, for example, in a paper about the relationship between ADHD and rejection sensitivity, Vanessa Roser begins by introducing readers to the fact that researchers have studied the relationship between the two conditions and then provides her explanation of that relationship. Here’s her
thesis: “While socialization may indeed be an important factor in RS, I argue that individuals with ADHD may also possess a neurological predisposition to RS that is exacerbated by the differing executive and emotional regulation characteristic of ADHD.” In her final paragraph, Roser reminds us of where she started by echoing her thesis: “This
literature demonstrates that, as with many other conditions, ADHD and RS share a delicately intertwined pattern of neurological similarities that is rooted in the innate biology of an individual’s mind, a connection that cannot be explained in full by the behavioral mediation hypothesis.” Highlight the “so what” At the beginning of your paper, you
explain to your readers what’s at stake—why they should care about the argument you’re making. In your conclusion, you can bring readers back to those stakes by reminding them why your argument is important in the first place. You can also draft a few sentences that put those stakes into a new or broader context. In the conclusion to her paper
about ADHD and RS, Roser echoes the stakes she established in her introduction—that research into connections between ADHD and RS has led to contradictory results, raising questions about the “behavioral mediation hypothesis.” She writes, “as with many other conditions, ADHD and RS share a delicately intertwined pattern of neurological
similarities that is rooted in the innate biology of an individual’s mind, a connection that cannot be explained in full by the behavioral mediation hypothesis.” Leave your readers with the “now what” After the “what” and the “so what,” you should leave your reader with some final thoughts. If you have written a strong introduction, your readers will
know why you have been arguing what you have been arguing—and why they should care. And if you've made a good case for your thesis, then your readers should be in a position to see things in a new way, understand new questions, or be ready for something that they weren’t ready for before they read your paper. In her conclusion, Roser offers
two “now what” statements. First, she explains that it is important to recognize that the flawed behavioral mediation hypothesis “seems to place a degree of fault on the individual. It implies that individuals with ADHD must have elicited such frequent or intense rejection by virtue of their inadequate social skills, erasing the possibility that they may
simply possess a natural sensitivity to emotion.” She then highlights the broader implications for treatment of people with ADHD, noting that recognizing the actual connection between rejection sensitivity and ADHD “has profound implications for understanding how individuals with ADHD might best be treated in educational settings, by counselors,
family, peers, or even society as a whole.” To find your own “now what” for your essay’s conclusion, try asking yourself these questions: What can my readers now understand, see in a new light, or grapple with that they would not have understood in the same way before reading my paper? Are we a step closer to understanding a larger phenomenon
or to understanding why what was at stake is so important? What questions can I now raise that would not have made sense at the beginning of my paper? Questions for further research? Other ways that this topic could be approached? Are there other applications for my research? Could my questions be asked about different data in a different
context? Could I use my methods to answer a different question? What action should be taken in light of this argument? What action do I predict will be taken or could lead to a solution? What larger context might my argument be a part of? What to avoid in your conclusion a complete restatement of all that you have said in your paper. a
substantial counterargument that you do not have space to refute; you should introduce counterarguments before your conclusion. an apology for what you have not said. If you need to explain the scope of your paper, you should do this sooner—but don’t apologize for what you have not discussed in your paper. fake transitions like “in conclusion”
that are followed by sentences that aren’t actually conclusions. (“In conclusion, I have now demonstrated that my thesis is correct.”) 1 Restate the topic. You should briefly restate the topic as well as explain why it is important.[1] [2] Do not spend a great amount of time or space restating your topic. A good research paper will make the importance of
your topic apparent, so you do not need to write an elaborate defense of your topic in the conclusion. Usually a single sentence is all you need to restate your topic. An example would be if you were writing a paper on the epidemiology of infectious disease, you might say something like "Tuberculosis is a widespread infectious disease that affects
millions of people worldwide every year." Yet another example from the humanities would be a paper about the Italian Renaissance: "The Italian Renaissance was an explosion of art and ideas centered around artists, writers, and thinkers in Florence." 2 Restate your thesis. Aside from the topic, you should also restate or rephrase your thesis
statement.[3] A thesis is a narrowed, focused view on the topic at hand. This statement should be rephrased from the thesis you included in your introduction. It should not be identical or too similar to the sentence you originally used. Try re-wording your thesis statement in a way that complements your summary of the topic of your paper in your first
sentence of your conclusion. An example of a good thesis statement, going back to the paper on tuberculosis, would be "Tuberculosis is a widespread disease that affects millions of people worldwide every year. Due to the alarming rate of the spread of tuberculosis, particularly in poor countries, medical professionals are implementing new strategies
for the diagnosis, treatment, and containment of this disease." Advertisement 3 Briefly summarize your main points. Essentially, you need to remind your reader what you told them in the body of the paper.[4] A good way to go about this is to re-read the topic sentence of each major paragraph or section in the body of your paper. Find a way to briefly
restate each point mentioned in each topic sentence in your conclusion. Do not repeat any of the supporting details used within your body paragraphs. Under most circumstances, you should avoid writing new information in your conclusion. This is especially true if the information is vital to the argument or research presented in your paper. For
example, in the TB paper you could summarize the information. "Tuberculosis is a widespread disease that affects millions of people worldwide. Due to the alarming rate of the spread of tuberculosis, particularly in poor countries, medical professionals are implementing new strategies for the diagnosis, treatment, and containment of this disease. In
developing countries, such as those in Africa and Southeast Asia, the rate of TB infections is soaring. Crowded conditions, poor sanitation, and lack of access to medical care are all compounding factors in the spread of the disease. Medical experts, such as those from the World Health Organization are now starting campaigns to go into communities
in developing countries and provide diagnostic testing and treatments. However, the treatments for TB are very harsh and have many side effects. This leads to patient non-compliance and spread of multi-drug resistant strains of the disease." 4 Add the points up. If your paper proceeds in an inductive manner and you have not fully explained the
significance of your points yet, you need to do so in your conclusion.[5] Note that this is not needed for all research papers. If you already fully explained what the points in your paper mean or why they are significant, you do not need to go into them in much detail in your conclusion. Simply restating your thesis or the significance of your topic should
suffice. It is always best practice to address important issues and fully explain your points in the body of your paper. The point of a conclusion to a research paper is to summarize your argument for the reader and, perhaps, to call the reader to action if needed. 5 Make a call to action when appropriate. If and when needed, you can state to your
readers that there is a need for further research on your paper's topic. Note that a call for action is not essential to all conclusions. A research paper on literary criticism, for instance, is less likely to need a call for action than a paper on the effect that television has on toddlers and young children. A paper that is more likely to call readers to action is
one that addresses a public or scientific need. Let's go back to our example of tuberculosis. This is a very serious disease that is spreading quickly and with antibiotic-resistant forms. A call to action in this research paper would be a follow-up statement that might be along the lines of "Despite new efforts to diagnose and contain the disease, more
research is needed to develop new antibiotics that will treat the most resistant strains of tuberculosis and ease the side effects of current treatments." 6 Answer the “so what” question. The conclusion of a paper is your opportunity to explain the broader context of the issue you have been discussing. It is also a place to help readers understand why
the topic of your paper truly matters. You should use the conclusion to answer the “so what” question because the significance of your topic may not be obvious to readers. For example, if you are writing a history paper, then you might discuss how the historical topic you discussed matters today. If you are writing about a foreign country, then you
might use the conclusion to discuss how the information you shared may help readers understand their own country. Advertisement 1 Stick with a basic synthesis of information. The most basic conclusion is the summary closing, which is very similar to the paper's introduction. Since this sort of conclusion is so basic, you must aim to synthesize the
information rather than merely summarizing it. Instead of merely repeating things you already said, rephrase your thesis and supporting points in a way that ties them all together. By doing so, you make your research paper seem like a "complete thought" rather than a collection of random and vaguely related ideas. 2 Bring things full circle.[6] Tie
your research paper together by directly linking your introduction with your conclusion. There are several ways to do this. Ask a question in your introduction. In your conclusion, restate the question and provide a direct answer. Write an anecdote or story in your introduction but do not share the ending. Instead, write the conclusion to the anecdote
in the conclusion of your paper. For example, if you wanted to get more creative and put a more humanistic spin on a paper on tuberculosis, you might start your introduction with a story about a person with the disease, and refer to that story in your conclusion. For example, you could say something like this before you re-state your thesis in your
conclusion: "Patient X was unable to complete the treatment for tuberculosis due to severe side effects and unfortunately succumbed to the disease." Use the same concepts and images introduced in your introduction in your conclusion. The images may or may not appear at other points throughout the research paper. 3 Close with logic. If your
research paper presented multiple sides of an issue, use your conclusion to state a logical opinion formed by your evidence. Include enough information about your topic to back the statement up but do not get too carried away with excess detail. If your research did not provide you with a clear-cut answer to a question posed in your thesis, do not be
afraid to indicate as much. Restate your initial hypothesis and indicate whether you still believe it or if the research you performed has begun swaying your opinion. Indicate that an answer may still exist and that further research could shed more light on the topic at hand. 4 Pose a question. Instead of handing the reader the conclusion, you are
asking the reader to form their conclusion. This may not be appropriate for all types of research papers. Most research papers, such as one on effective treatment for diseases, will have the information to make the case for a particular argument already in the paper. A good example of a paper that might ask a question of the reader in the ending is
one about a social issue, such as poverty or government policy. Ask a question that will directly get at the heart or purpose of the paper. This question is often the same question, or some version of it, that you may have started with when you began your research. Make sure that the question can be answered by the evidence presented in your paper.
If desired you can briefly summarize the answer after stating the question. You could also leave the question hanging for the reader to answer, though. 5 Make a suggestion. If you are including a call to action in your conclusion, you could provide your reader with a recommendation on how to proceed with further research. Even without a call to
action, you can still make a recommendation to your reader. For instance, if you are writing about a topic like third-world poverty, you can various ways for the reader to assist in the problem without necessarily calling for more research. Another example would be, in a paper about treatment for drug-resistant tuberculosis, you could suggest donating
to the World Health Organization or research foundations that are developing new treatments for the disease. Advertisement 1 Avoid saying "in conclusion" or similar sayings. This includes "in summary" or "in closing." These sayings usually sound stiff, unnatural, or trite when used in writing. Moreover, using a phrase like "in conclusion" to begin
your conclusion is a little too straightforward and tends to lead to a weak conclusion. A strong conclusion can stand on its own without being labeled as such. 2 Do not wait until the conclusion to state your thesis. While it may be tempting to save your thesis to create a dramatic end to your paper, doing so will create a paper that seems less cohesive
and more unorganized. Always state the main argument or thesis in the introduction. A research paper is an analytical discussion of an academic topic, not a mystery novel. A good, effective research paper will allow your reader to follow your main argument from start to finish. This is why it is best practice to start your paper with an introduction
that states your main argument and to end the paper with a conclusion that re-states your thesis for re-iteration. 3 Leave out new information. A new idea, new subtopic, or new evidence is too significant to save until the conclusion. All significant information should be introduced in the body of the paper. Supporting evidence expands the topic of your
paper by making it appear more detailed. A conclusion should narrow the topic to a more general point. A conclusion should only summarize what you have already stated in the body of your paper. You may suggest further research or a call to action, but you should not bring in any new evidence or facts in the conclusion. 4 Avoid changing the tone of
the paper. The tone of your research paper should be consistent the entire way through. Most often, a shift in tone occurs when a research paper with an academic tone gives an emotional or sentimental conclusion. Even if the topic of the paper is of personal significance for you, you should not indicate as much in your paper. If you want to give your
paper a more humanistic slant, you could start and end your paper with a story or anecdote that would give your topic more personal meaning to the reader. This tone should be consistent throughout the paper, however. 5 Make no apologies. Do not make statements that downplay your authority or discoveries. Apologetic statements include phrases
like "I may not be an expert" or "This is only my opinion." Statements like this can usually be avoided by refraining from writing in the first-person. Avoid any statements in the first-person. First-person is generally considered to be informal and does not fit with the formal tone of a research paper. Advertisement Add New Question Question What is an
ideal length for an introduction and a conclusion? Intros should be about 5-8 sentences long, you want to pose and start your point but don't go into scrutinizing detail. Conclusions should be around 3-6, you are basically wrapping everything up so you want it short and sweet. Question How do I make a hypothesis in a research paper? State your
viewpoint on the main idea of your research paper. For example, if your paper is about endangered species and why they are becoming endangered and you feel it's due to neglect by world citizens, then that's your hypothesis: the increasing numbers of endangered species is due to failure on the part of citizens of the world to care for the
environment. Question How do I write a conclusion if my thesis is to prove or disprove something? You should acknowledge the other side of the argument and discuss how your side is the "correct" one in the dispute; think of it like an "honorable mention." Reaffirm the conclusions you came to during your thesis as a review. See more answers Ask a
Question Advertisement This article was co-authored by Christopher Taylor, PhD. Christopher Taylor is an Adjunct Assistant Professor of English at Austin Community College in Texas. He received his PhD in English Literature and Medieval Studies from the University of Texas at Austin in 2014. This article has been viewed 2,268,223 times. Co-
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